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Naxos, an island located in the Aegean Sea, holds a significant place in Greek
history and culture. From being the precursor of the Parthenon to witnessing the
footsteps of the Crusaders, Naxos has a rich historical tapestry waiting to be

explored.

The Precursor of the Parthenon
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Naxos, in ancient times, boasted its very own marble quarry, which provided the
materials for numerous architectural marvels, including the Parthenon. The
island's white marble was renowned for its quality, and skilled craftsmen utilized it
to create stunning sculptures and structures. The remnants of these ancient
quarries can still be found on the island, offering an enlightening glimpse into

Naxos' significance as the precursor of the Parthenon.

The Myth of Ariadne and Theseus

Naxos also holds a special place in Greek mythology. Legend tells us that it was
on this very island that the young hero Theseus abandoned Ariadne, the princess
of Crete. The remnants of this myth can still be felt throughout Naxos, with

various sites and landmarks recounting the tale of their love and betrayal.
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Exploring these mythical sites can transport you back in time and immerse you in

the intriguing stories passed down through the generations.

The Byzantine Era

With the fall of the Roman Empire, Naxos transitioned into the Byzantine era. The
island became a bustling center of trade and culture, and many structures and
churches were constructed during this period. Byzantine art and architecture
flourished, leaving behind an awe-inspiring legacy for present-day travelers to
discover. From intricate mosaics to grand churches, Naxos is a testament to the

creativity and craftsmanship of this era.

The Venetian Influence
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Following the Byzantine era, Naxos fell into the hands of the Venetians. The
Venetians fortified the island, erected fortresses, and left their mark on the
architectural landscape. The imposing Venetian fortresses still stand strong today,
offering panoramic views of the island and serving as reminders of the island's
intricate history. Exploring these fortresses presents a unique opportunity to

witness the blend of Venetian and Greek cultures that shaped Naxos during this

era.
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The Crusaders and their Legacy
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During the medieval period, Naxos became a base for the Crusaders as they
fought to reclaim the Holy Land. The island served as a vital strategic location,
and the Crusaders left behind fascinating ruins and structures that speak of their
presence. Exploring these remnants takes you on a journey back in time, allowing
you to imagine the grand battles and epic tales of valor that unfolded on the

island.
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The Legacy of Naxos Today

NAXOS

FROM THE PRECURSOR
OF THE PARTHENON
TO THE CRUSADERS

Today, Naxos stands as a stunning blend of ancient history and modern-day
marvels. Its picturesque landscapes and crystal-clear waters attract visitors from
around the world. Whether you are an avid history enthusiast or simply seeking a
relaxing beach getaway, Naxos offers something for everyone. From exploring
the remnants of the Parthenon to lounging on pristine beaches, this island will

captivate your heart and leave you yearning for more.
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Naxos, with its rich historical legacy, showcases the interconnectedness of
civilizations and the beauty born out of cultural exchange. From its role as the
precursor of the Parthenon to surviving the Crusaders' presence, every step
through Naxos immerses travelers in a journey through time. The island's glorious
past and its vibrant present make it a destination worth exploring, where

captivating stories and breathtaking sceneries await at every turn.
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You want to discover the natural and cultural treasures of one of the
most extraordinary Greek islands from an expert? This is the book
for you!

You will see this is not just another Greek islands travel guide.

In this book you will discover, through a travel story and a large number of photos

with concise historical and architectural explanations, the known and unknown


http://indexdiscoveries.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcEhqWFlQQjh0aFJESzJuTXJLU21qdWxtYzZnNkg0WjlNNFdCb1NRN3hmUkRnemdYS3pTK2JpaDhLK016MDFwVHJiUEdRTmVIU0t3dG9COW5HYUdoUFo2TnBueTNGK0RFUkJ0NjBZRzlXUW9lbUNFbHBtb2lYaFVWQS9ZMjdjVm93SW5lOWJLcFhyKzREZEFxVUdzVzRmOG1Gd2hNaUpUN1ZDSWtML3FDNnRWTVJxNTVBSlRyR2x4VzR0SS9NN2QyQVk5aXlQSnYyby9NNFVGbGwwVWRWbmZXdVgrTHFCUjRiSkY1WHJnSC9qTnM9:f4.pdf
http://indexdiscoveries.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcEhqWFlQQjh0aFJESzJuTXJLU21qdWxtYzZnNkg0WjlNNFdCb1NRN3hmUkRnemdYS3pTK2JpaDhLK016MDFwVHJiUEdRTmVIU0t3dG9COW5HYUdoUFo2TnBueTNGK0RFUkJ0NjBZRzlXUW9lbUNFbHBtb2lYaFVWQS9ZMjdjVm93SW5lOWJLcFhyKzREZEFxVUdzVzRmOG1Gd2hNaUpUN1ZDSWtML3FDNnRWTVJxNTVBSlRyR2x4VzR0SS9NN2QyQVk5aXlQSnYyby9NNFVGbGwwVWRWbmZXdVgrTHFCUjRiSkY1WHJnSC9qTnM9:f4.pdf
http://indexdiscoveries.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcEhqWFlQQjh0aFJESzJuTXJLU21qdWxtYzZnNkg0WjlNNFdCb1NRN3hmUkRnemdYS3pTK2JpaDhLK016MDFwVHJiUEdRTmVIU0t3dG9COW5HYUdoUFo2TnBueTNGK0RFUkJ0NjBZRzlXUW9lbUNFbHBtb2lYaFVWQS9ZMjdjVm93SW5lOWJLcFhyKzREZEFxVUdzVzRmOG1Gd2hNaUpUN1ZDSWtML3FDNnRWTVJxNTVBSlRyR2x4VzR0SS9NN2QyQVk5aXlQSnYyby9NNFVGbGwwVWRWbmZXdVgrTHFCUjRiSkY1WHJnSC9qTnM9:f4.pdf

treasures of one of the most extraordinary islands of Greece.

Having been the cultural and political centre of the Cyclades from ancient times to
the Middle Ages, Naxos boasts a wealth of cultural treasures, covering a wide
time range. The island's spectacular beaches resulted in the treasures of the

hinterland remaining unknown to the wide public.

Among other things, you will discover

-the most impressive kouroi of ancient Greece

-temples that are considered the precursors of the Parthenon

-unique iconoclastic and other Byzantine churches that compose what is called

the Mystras of the Aegean

-one of the best preserved fortified medieval settlements in the Aegean

composing an islet from Greece of Latin domination that made it to our days

-monasteries that housed schools of international fame

-feudal towers

-picturesque villages

Although these treasures are presented to you through a hiking tour, even if you

don't hike you can see them, since you can also reach them by car.

The author of this book holds a PhD in Architectural History from the National

Technical University of Athens and a master in heritage preservation from the



Ecole de Chaillot of Paris. He is a professor in the University of the Peloponnese,

where he teaches these subjects. He is also a fervent cultural hiker.

His travel books (mostly about Greece) are addressed to you, the reader with a
special interest in cultural sites. In order to help you better understand and
remember these sites, they are written as a guided tour. They include encounters
with interesting people and other personal travel experiences which will help you

organize your own trip beyond the tourist clichés.

Pick up your copy today by clicking the BUY NOW button at the top
of this page!
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