
Myanmar's Transport Sector Policy: A Step
Towards Sustainable Development

A robust and efficient transportation system is crucial for the growth and
development of any country. Myanmar, with its rich cultural heritage and
breathtaking landscapes, has recently implemented a comprehensive transport
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sector policy to enhance connectivity, promote economic activities, and improve
the overall quality of life for its citizens.

Understanding Myanmar's Transport Sector Policy

The new transport sector policy in Myanmar is a strategic framework aimed at
improving infrastructure, logistics, and connectivity within the country. The
government has recognized the importance of efficient transportation in fostering
economic growth, reducing poverty and increasing regional integration.
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The main objectives of this policy are to:

Promote sustainable and inclusive economic growth

Enhance connectivity between regions, both domestically and internationally

Improve transport infrastructure and services

Ensure social equity and environmental sustainability

Key Focus Areas
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The transport sector policy covers various modes of transportation, including
road, rail, water, and air. The government aims to develop and maintain high-
quality infrastructure, which will contribute to increased trade, tourism, and
investment opportunities across the country.

Road Transportation

Improving road connectivity is a major priority for Myanmar. The policy focuses on
upgrading existing roads, building new highways, and improving urban transport
networks. This will facilitate the smooth movement of goods, services, and
people. Additionally, the policy emphasizes the importance of road safety and
measures to reduce accidents, injuries, and fatalities on the road.

Railway Development

Myanmar's railway system is undergoing extensive modernization to increase
transportation efficiency. The policy aims to rehabilitate existing railway lines,
introduce new trains, improve signaling systems, and enhance the overall quality
of rail services. This will not only benefit commuters but also promote the
transportation of goods and support economic development across the country.

Waterway Connectivity

Given Myanmar's extensive network of rivers and coastline, utilizing waterways
for transportation is of great significance. The policy aims to develop and expand
water transport infrastructure, including jetties, ports, and watercraft. This will
boost domestic and international trade, facilitate tourism, and enhance
connectivity within Myanmar.

Aviation Sector

With the increasing demand for air travel, Myanmar is keen on expanding and
modernizing its aviation sector. The policy focuses on improving airport



infrastructure, enhancing safety measures, and encouraging investment in the
airline industry. These initiatives will not only improve domestic air connectivity
but also attract international airlines, boosting tourism and trade.

The Roadmap for Implementation

Implementing the transport sector policy requires careful planning, coordination,
and investment. The government aims to undertake various initiatives for policy
implementation, including:

Developing a strong institutional framework

Formulating transport master plans

Encouraging public-private partnerships

Strengthening regulatory and oversight mechanisms

Enhancing capacity-building and training programs

Securing adequate funding for infrastructure development

By following this roadmap, Myanmar aims to achieve an efficient, safe, and
sustainable transport sector that will drive economic growth, create employment
opportunities, and improve the overall well-being of its people.

Myanmar's transport sector policy marks a significant step towards building a
modern and efficient transportation system that can support the country's
economic growth and regional integration. By focusing on key areas such as
road, rail, water, and air transportation, Myanmar aims to enhance connectivity,
promote sustainable development, and improve the quality of life for its citizens.
With a strong implementation roadmap, the future looks promising for Myanmar's
transport sector.
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Better transport is essential to Myanmar’s development. After decades of
underinvestment, Myanmar’s transport infrastructure lags behind other regional
countries. Sixty percent of trunk highways and most of the railways need
maintenance or rehabilitation. River infrastructure does not exist, while 20 million
people lack basic road access. Can the transport sector deliver upon the master
plan’s objectives? What is needed to improve the quality of the infrastructure and
services for the industry? How can basic transport services be provided to all?
How can Myanmar reduce the economic and social cost of transport? These
reports attempt to answer these questions.
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