
Motty's Forty Years in the Commentary Box:
An Unforgettable Journey
For sports enthusiasts, the name John Motson, affectionately known as Motty,
resonates as one of the most iconic commentators in British football history. With
an illustrious career spanning four decades, Motty's voice and unique stylo
became synonymous with Saturday afternoons and major tournaments. His
unparalleled insight, memorable catchphrases, and love for the beautiful game
have cemented his status as a legendary figure in the commentary box.

A Legend in the Making

Motty's journey began humbly in 1971 when he joined the BBC as a radio
producer. His deep passion for football and natural talent for commentary quickly
caught the attention of his superiors, and soon Motty was given the opportunity to
showcase his skills on television. Little did he know that this was the start of
something truly extraordinary.

His infectious enthusiasm and encyclopedic knowledge of the sport earned him
instant popularity among fans. Motty's ability to spot every detail on the pitch and
translate it into comprehensive and entertaining commentary became his
trademark. Additionally, his iconic sheepskin coat and distinct vocal delivery made
him instantly recognizable.
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Unforgettable Moments

Over his remarkable career, the talented commentator witnessed numerous
historic moments that will forever be etched in the memories of football fans
across the globe. From gripping FA Cup finals to explosive World Cup matches,
Motty's commentary brought these games to life for millions of viewers.

Who could forget his iconic description of Michael Owen's stunning solo goal
against Argentina in the 1998 World Cup, proclaiming "And Owen's in again...
and still... and he's scored a brilliant goal!" Motty's words perfectly encapsulated
the sheer brilliance of the moment and enhanced the excitement felt by viewers.

Throughout his long tenure, Motty developed a remarkable ability to build tension
and capture the emotions of fans during crucial moments. His commentary during
penalty shootouts was particularly captivating, with his voice reflecting the nerves
and drama unfolding on the pitch.

A Voice for the People

One of the reasons Motty's commentary resonated so strongly with fans was his
genuine love for the game. Unlike many commentators, Motty never shied away
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from expressing his emotions and opinions. His unbiased analysis and
willingness to criticize players and referees alike demonstrated his commitment to
providing viewers with an honest and authentic experience.

Motty's ability to connect with fans also extended beyond his commentary. His
friendly and approachable demeanor made him a beloved figure among
supporters. Whether it was signing autographs, sharing a laugh with fans, or
engaging in post-match analysis, Motty always made time for those who admire
his work, turning ordinary encounters into treasured memories for fans lucky
enough to meet him.

A Lasting Legacy

As Motty retired from his role as a football commentator in 2018, tributes poured
in from all corners of the footballing world. Players, managers, and fellow
commentators paid homage to the iconic voice of British football, acknowledging
the indelible impact he made on the sport.

While Motty may have hung up his microphone, his legacy lives on. His unique
style and passion for the game have inspired a new generation of commentators
who seek to emulate his greatness. In the ever-changing landscape of football
coverage, Motty's voice and influence continue to resonate, reminding us all of
the joy and excitement the beautiful game brings.

In

Motty's forty years in the commentary box have left an indelible mark on the world
of football. His iconic voice, memorable catchphrases, and unmatched passion
for the sport have made him a true national treasure. From humble beginnings to
becoming a legend, Motty's journey is one that will forever be cherished and
celebrated by both avid football fans and aspiring commentators alike.



Thank you, Motty, for four decades of unforgettable moments, and for bringing
the magic of football to life with your words and unparalleled enthusiasm.
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From Ronnie Radford to Wayne Rooney, John Motson's knowledge and passion
for football are unrivalled. In Motty, he shares his story for the first time and
guides us through a career which has spanned forty years and over 2,000
matches. From reporting on the exploits of the giant-killing Hereford team in the
1972 FA Cup that made his name on Match of the Day, to the estimated twenty-
million viewers who tuned in to his commentary on England's match with Portugal
at the 2006 World Cup, Motson's time in the commentary box has delivered some
unforgettable anecdotes. In dozens of fascinating behind-the-scenes stories, we
hear about the greatest football matches he has watched and the greatest
players and managers he has been privileged to know. Many of them are football
icons; Bill Shankly, Alex Ferguson, Brian Clough, Alf Ramsey, and Matt Busby,
amongst countless others.
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Motty is essential reading for anyone who has grown up with the undisputed
voice of football.
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