
Mobilizing Theory And Practice On The
European Stage: Thinking Through Theatre
When we think of the European stage, we often imagine the grandeur and
spectacle of renowned theater houses like the Royal National Theatre in London,
the Comédie-Française in Paris, or Teatro alla Scala in Milan. These iconic
venues have long been the epitome of European theatre, attracting world-class
actors, directors, and playwrights. However, beneath the surface of these
prestigious establishments lies a vibrant and ever-evolving field of practitioners
and scholars who are constantly pushing the boundaries of theater.

The European stage is not just about the glamorous performances that take place
in its most famous venues; it is a diverse and dynamic landscape that
encompasses a wide range of artistic practices, schools of thought, and
experimental approaches. From avant-garde theater to community-based
projects, practitioners across Europe are constantly mobilizing theory and
practice to challenge conventions and provoke new ways of thinking.

Theory in Motion: Exploring European Theatre Scholarship

One of the key drivers of mobilizing theory and practice on the European stage is
the rich tradition of theater scholarship. European theater academics have been
at the forefront of groundbreaking research and critical engagement with the
medium for centuries. This intellectual rigor has led to the development of various
influential theoretical frameworks that have shaped theater practice across the
continent and beyond.
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From Bertolt Brecht's concept of "alienation effect" to Antonin Artaud's "Theatre of
Cruelty," European theater theory has long been a hotbed of ideas that challenge
the status quo. Scholars like Hans-Thies Lehmann and Erika Fischer-Lichte have
further expanded on these theories, exploring how they can be applied to
contemporary theater-making practices.

European theater scholars are not confined to ivory towers; they actively engage
with theater practitioners, collaborating on projects and offering workshops to
explore how theory can inform practice. This constant dialogue between theory
and practice is what keeps the European stage in a perpetual state of innovation
and experimentation.

Breaking Barriers: The Power of European Experimental Theatre

When we think of European theater, images of classical plays by Shakespeare or
Molière often come to mind. While these timeless works continue to be
celebrated on European stages, experimental theater is equally, if not more,
influential in mobilizing theory and practice.
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Experimental theater is about pushing the boundaries of what theater can be and
how it can be experienced. It questions established norms and conventions,
challenging audiences to think and feel differently. In Europe, experimental
theater is thriving across diverse contexts, from small independent companies to
large-scale productions in prestigious venues.

One notable example is the Odin Teatret in Denmark, known for its
groundbreaking experimental work that combines text, movement, and visual
elements. Founded by the legendary theater director Eugenio Barba, Odin Teatret
has become a hub of creativity and innovation, attracting theater practitioners
from all over Europe and beyond.

Another influential figure in European experimental theater is Polish director Jerzy
Grotowski. His concept of the "poor theater," focusing on the actor's presence
and physicality rather than lavish sets and costumes, continues to inspire
practitioners today. Grotowski's work has been a catalyst for rethinking theater as
a holistic and transformative experience.

The Heart of Communities: European Theatre as Social Catalyst

While the European stage is often associated with high art and intellectual
pursuits, it is also deeply embedded in the fabric of communities across the
continent. Theater has the power to bring people together, foster social cohesion,
and address pressing issues of our time.

Community-based theater projects have been gaining traction in Europe, bringing
together professionals and amateurs to create meaningful and impactful
performances. These projects often tackle pressing social issues such as
migration, integration, and inequality, aiming to provoke discussions and inspire
change.



One exemplary initiative is the London-based Clean Break theatre company,
which works with women who have experienced the criminal justice system.
Through theater workshops and performances, Clean Break provides a platform
for these women to share their stories and challenge societal stereotypes.

Community theaters across Europe, from Barcelona to Berlin, are mobilizing
theory and practice to engage with diverse audiences and spark conversations.
By breaking down barriers between performers and spectators, community-based
theater is redefining the relationship between theater and society.

Moving Forward: Keeping the European Stage Alive

As we navigate an increasingly interconnected world, it is crucial to continue
mobilizing theory and practice on the European stage. Theater has always been
a powerful tool for societal reflection, critique, and change, and Europe remains
at the forefront of this transformative art form.

By nurturing dialogues between scholars and practitioners, supporting
experimental work, and embracing community-based projects, we can ensure the
European stage remains a vibrant and inclusive space for creativity and
exploration. Let us celebrate the innovative spirit of European theater and
recognize its vital role in shaping our collective consciousness.
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Fluid stages, morphing theatre spaces, ambulant spectators, and occasionally
disappearing performers: these are some of the key ingredients of nomadic
theatre. They are also theatre's response to life in the 21st century, which is
increasingly marked by the mobility of people, information, technologies and
services. While examining how contemporary theatre exposes and queries this
mobile turn in society, Liesbeth Groot Nibbelink introduces the concept of
nomadic theatre as a vital tool for analyzing how movement and mobility affect
and implicate the theatre, how this makes way for local operations and lived
spaces, and how physical movements are stepping stones for theorizing mobility
at large.

This book focuses on ambulatory performances and performative installations,
asking how they stage movement and in turn mobilize the stage. By analyzing the
work of leading European artists such as Rimini Protokoll, Dries Verhoeven,
Ontroerend Goed, and Signa, Nomadic Theatre demonstrates that mobile
performances radically rethink the conditions of the stage and alter our
understanding of spectatorship.

Nomadic Theatre instigates connections across disciplinary fields and feeds
dramaturgical analysis with insights derived from media theory, urban philosophy,
cartography, architecture, and game studies. It illustrates how theatre, as a
material form of thought, creatively and critically engages with mobile existence
both on the stage and in society.
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