
Making a Better World Through Craftivism:
Knitting Patterns, Embroidery, and Subversive
Art
Are you tired of merely scrolling through social media feeds, feeling helpless
about the state of the world? Are you longing to make a tangible impact and
participate in change? Look no further than craftivism, a powerful movement that
combines crafts and activism to create a better world. In this article, we will
explore the realm of craftivism, specifically focusing on knitting patterns,
embroidery, and subversive art as tools for social change.

What is Craftivism?

Craftivism is a term coined to describe the fusion of craft-making and political
activism. It encompasses various forms of creative expression, such as knitting,
embroidery, quilting, and even street art. Combining the therapeutic benefits of
crafting with a desire for social justice, craftivism has gained momentum in recent
years as a peaceful and impactful way to advocate for change.

Within the craftivism movement, knitting patterns, embroidery designs, and
subversive art have emerged as effective tools for raising awareness, challenging
social norms, and fostering dialogue around important issues. Let's delve into
these creative practices and discover how they can contribute to a better world.
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Knitting Patterns as a Form of Craftivism

Knitting has long been associated with warmth, comfort, and the idea of creating
something with care and love. However, knitting patterns can also be vehicles for
powerful messages and calls for social change. Craftivists around the world have
created patterns that highlight various issues, from climate change to gender
equality.

An example of a powerful knitting pattern as a form of craftivism is the
"Pussyhat." Originating from the Women's March on Washington in 2017, the
pink, cat-eared hats became a symbol of resistance and solidarity. Knitters from
all over the world crafted these hats and wore them during protests and
demonstrations, sending a powerful message in support of women's rights.

By choosing to knit items with symbolism or messages relevant to a cause,
craftivists can spread awareness and create conversations around important
topics. Knitting patterns provide a unique opportunity to engage with activism in a
tangible and therapeutic way.

Embroidery and Its Role in Craftivism
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Similar to knitting, embroidery has a rich history of storytelling and personal
expression. The of political and subversive messages into embroidery designs
has transformed this traditional craft into a powerful tool for activism.

Embroidered patches and samplers are popular among craftivists, as they allow
for intricate and detailed messages to be sewn into fabric. By stitching bold
statements or thought-provoking visuals onto patches, craftivists can adorn
clothing or accessories with art that sparks conversations and challenges societal
norms.

One inspiring example is the "Notorious RBG" embroidered patches paying
tribute to the late Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. These patches
allow people to express their admiration for Ginsburg's legacy and contribute to
conversations surrounding gender equality and women's rights.

Through embroidery, individuals can take a reserved, domestic art form and turn
it into a radical statement. This transformation creates visibility for marginalized
voices and fosters community engagement in crafting a better world.

Subversive Art: Provoking Change through Creativity

While knitting and embroidery often convey powerful messages through subtlety
and symbolism, subversive art takes a different approach. It challenges societal
norms and provokes change through unconventional means.

Street art, yarn bombing, and other forms of subversive art allow craftivists to
take their activism to public spaces, giving voice to issues that might otherwise go
unnoticed. By enveloping objects, statues, or entire neighborhoods with knitted or
crocheted adornments, craftivists disrupt the routine, sparking curiosity and
engaging people in conversations about these interventions.



One notable example is the work of Polish artist Olek, who creates large-scale
yarn installations around the world. Her colorful and intricate crochet pieces draw
attention to various topics, including environmental issues and gender inequality.
By transforming ordinary objects and public spaces into art, Olek encourages
people to question their surroundings and contemplate the need for change.

Craftivism has the power to create a better world, one stitch at a time. Through
knitting patterns, embroidery, and subversive art, individuals can use their
creativity to raise awareness, challenge social norms, and engage in meaningful
conversations.

Whether you choose to knit a hat with a powerful message, embroider a patch
advocating for justice, or participate in subversive art installations, you can join
the craftivism movement and make a tangible impact on the world around you.

So, let's pick up our needles, threads, and artistic spirit. Together, we can create a
better world through craftivism.
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Make Your Voice Heard Through Nonviolent Resistance Craft

“This book is a must for anyone who loves to make, and who seeks inspiration to
make a more compassionate world though the art of craft.” ―Dr. Cathy Hope,
Director of the Play, Creativity and Culture Project at the Centre for Creative and
Cultural Research at the University of Canberra

# 1 Best Seller in Crafts & Hobbies, Stenciling

Craft Consciously. Craftivism can be your voice of resistance. Craftivism is a form
of activism that gives people a voice when they feel voiceless and power where
they feel powerless. Noted craftivism expert Sayraphim Lothian has put together
the first-ever tutorial book on craftivism.

Join us in the craftivism movement. Craftivism is a movement growing worldwide.
Hand-crafted works are being used to highlight political issues, creatively engage
in activism, and encourage change in the world. Craftivists employ their works to
open a space for people to be introduced to issues and to broaden the discussion
surrounding them. While it might seem that this most colorful movement began
recently, creative resistance has been with us for centuries around the globe, and
craftivism and makers stating their mind through the medium of art is here to stay.

Tap into creative resistance. Artist, scholar, activist, and YouTube art teacher
Sayraphim Lothian gives you an to the art of craftivism and provides a brief
history of creative resistance. Learn how to make and use various crafts for
protest and political purposes.

You will learn:
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Embroidery

Cross stitch

Knitting

Stenciling

Decoupage

Stamping

and much more

If you have read Craft Activism, Crafting the Resistance, or Feminist Cross Stich,
Guerrilla Kindness and Other Acts of Creative Resistance should be your next
read.
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