
Making Site-Specific Theatre And
Performance Handbook: Unleashing Creativity
through Unique Spaces
Are you tired of watching the same old plays in conventional theaters? Do you
crave an immersive theatrical experience that takes you beyond the confines of a
stage? If your answer is yes, then site-specific theatre and performance might be
just what you need! In this comprehensive handbook, we will delve into the world
of site-specific theatre, exploring its history, techniques, and the endless
possibilities it offers to unleash your creativity in unique spaces.

Site-specific theatre, as the name suggests, is a form of performance that is
created specifically for a particular location. Unlike traditional theater, which relies
on the controlled environment of a stage and a proscenium arch, site-specific
theatre embraces non-traditional spaces such as abandoned buildings, parks,
warehouses, and even public streets. These unconventional locations become an
integral part of the performance, providing a rich and immersive experience for
the audience.

The Evolution of Site-Specific Theatre

Site-specific theatre has a rich history dating back centuries. It can be traced
back to Ancient Greece, where performances were often staged in amphitheatres
and other open-air spaces. However, the modern concept of site-specific theatre
emerged in the late 1960s and early 1970s as a response to the limitations of
traditional theater spaces.
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The movement gained momentum with the work of artists such as Richard
Schechner, Robert Wilson, and Theodora Skipitares, who sought to break free
from the confines of traditional theatrical conventions. They believed that theater
should not be limited to a proscenium arch but should instead expand to take
advantage of the unique qualities of various locations.

The Unique Challenges and Rewards of Site-Specific Theatre

While site-specific theatre offers immense creative possibilities, it also presents
unique challenges for performers, directors, and designers. Unlike a conventional
theater, site-specific performances demand flexibility and adaptability. Each
location has its own set of limitations and opportunities, and the creative team
must work with these constraints to create a cohesive and engaging
performance.

However, the rewards of site-specific theatre can be extraordinary. By breaking
away from traditional theatrical spaces, artists have the freedom to experiment,
challenge norms, and create unique experiences that captivate audiences in
ways that traditional theater cannot. Site-specific performances offer a deeper
connection between the audience and the artwork, as they are immersed in the
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world of the performance and become active participants in the storytelling
process.

Techniques and Considerations for Site-Specific Theatre

Creating a successful site-specific performance requires careful planning and
consideration. The creative team must carefully analyze the chosen location and
its unique features to determine how they can best integrate them into the
performance. This may involve exploring the acoustics of the space, considering
sightlines, and taking into account any practical limitations that need to be
addressed.

In addition to these technical considerations, site-specific theatre also calls for a
new approach to storytelling. The performance must engage with its
surroundings, responding to the location and creating a narrative that is
intertwined with the space itself. It requires performers to be adaptable and
responsive, embracing the unpredictability of the environment and incorporating it
into their performances.

The Impact of Site-Specific Theatre on Audiences

Site-specific theatre has the power to transform the audience's perspective and
challenge their preconceived notions of what theater can be. The immersive
nature of these performances allows the audience to experience art in a more
visceral and authentic way. By taking theater to unconventional locations, site-
specific performances have the potential to reach new audiences who may not
typically engage with traditional theater.

In addition to attracting new audiences, site-specific performances also have the
power to spark dialogue and create a sense of community. By engaging with the
local environment, these performances often shed light on social and cultural



issues specific to that location, prompting discussions and fostering a sense of
shared experience among the audience members.

Site-specific theatre and performance provide a refreshing alternative to
traditional theater, offering a unique artistic experience that breaks away from the
confines of conventional spaces. The handbook provides a comprehensive guide
to understanding the history, techniques, and considerations involved in creating
site-specific performances. So, unleash your creativity, step outside the
proscenium arch, and explore the endless possibilities of site-specific theater!
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This practical, accessible and far-reaching guide to making site-specific theatre
and performance emphasises the diversity of approaches to the practice, and
explores key principles of space and site. Phil Smith draws on a wide range of
interdisciplinary and international performance examples, and uses an innovative
variety of exercises, to show students and aspiring performance-makers how to
find a site and generate a performance beyond the theatre building.
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