
Longing To Be Back In Vietnam
Vietnam is a captivating country with a rich cultural heritage, breathtaking
landscapes, and warm-hearted people. From the bustling streets of Hanoi to the
stunning beaches of Da Nang, this Southeast Asian gem offers a unique travel
experience that leaves a lasting imprint in the hearts of those who visit. Whether
you've been to Vietnam or not, there is no denying the magnetic pull that this
beautiful nation exerts on the soul.

For those who have previously explored its wonders, a sense of longing and
nostalgia often arises, urging them to return and relive the awe-inspiring moments
once more. Vietnam's allure lies in its vibrant street life, enchanting traditions, and
the vast array of natural wonders that range from towering mountains to lush rice
terraces and pristine coastlines.

Embracing Vietnamese Culture

One cannot help but fall in love with Vietnam's culture, which is deeply rooted in
its history and traditions. As you wander through the chaotic streets of Hoi An's
Old Town or immerse yourself in the timeless beauty of Hue's imperial citadel,
you can't help but feel a sense of reverence for the country's heritage.
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The Vietnamese people are known for their warm hospitality and genuine
kindness, which further enhances the desire to revisit this country. Whether it's a
friendly smile while bargaining for a souvenir at the local markets or the heartfelt
conversations shared with locals over a bowl of pho, the connections formed in
Vietnam make it truly special.

Additionally, Vietnamese cuisine is a treat for the senses, and every bite tells a
story. From the fresh spring rolls bursting with flavor to the savory beef noodles
simmering in aromatic broth, the local delicacies enchant your taste buds and
leave you craving for more. The thought of indulging in these culinary delights
can ignite a longing to be back in Vietnam.

The Beauty of Vietnamese Landscapes

Vietnam's landscapes are diverse and captivating. From the mist-covered
mountains of Sapa in the north to the stunning limestone formations of Ha Long
Bay, every corner of this country is a visual feast. The rice terraces of Mu Cang
Chai glimmer in shades of green, showcasing the ancient agricultural practices
that have sustained communities for centuries.

The vibrant colors of Vietnam's landscapes are truly breathtaking, and the
memories of exploring the terraced fields, hiking through lush forests, and
cruising along the Mekong Delta linger long after you've left the country. The
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desire to witness such natural beauty again can create an intense yearning to be
back in Vietnam.

Unforgettable Adventures Await

For adventurers seeking thrilling experiences, Vietnam is a treasure trove. From
motorbiking through the winding roads of the coastal Hai Van Pass to exploring
the underground wonders of the Phong Nha-Ke Bang National Park, this country
offers endless opportunities for adrenaline junkies.

The vibrant city of Ho Chi Minh, previously known as Saigon, beckons you to
delve into its fascinating history, while the tranquil town of Hoi An encourages a
leisurely exploration of its ancient architecture and artisan workshops. The lush
jungles of Cat Tien National Park allure nature enthusiasts, promising encounters
with rare wildlife and tranquil hikes.

The longing to be back in Vietnam stems from the countless memories and
experiences that await in this captivating land. Whether it's cruising along the
poetic Perfume River in Hue or exploring the hidden gems of Ninh Binh's rugged
scenery, Vietnam has something to offer for everyone.

Longing to be back in Vietnam is a sentiment shared by many who have had the
privilege of experiencing its wonders. The memories of its vibrant culture,
beautiful landscapes, and unforgettable adventures leave a profound impact that
continues to resonate long after you've returned home. Vietnam's timeless allure
and warm-hearted people create a pull that is hard to resist, urging you to embark
on another journey to this fascinating country.
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In the latest book the author John CT Miller remembers some of the highlights
from his many trips to Vietnam, including unusual coffee shops, a Buddhist styled
theme park, spending time at a school caring for children suffering from Agent
Orange, the Fito museum of traditional medicine dating back 3000 years, the Cu
Chi Tunnels, the shrine of the monk Thich QuangDuc before unexpectedly
travelling for the first time to Da Lat in the central highlands of that country.

Da Lat known as the city of eternal spring was first discovered by French
bacteriologist Alexandre Yersin, who years after his death was made an honorary
citizen of Vietnam. The city of Da Lat is surrounded by lakes, waterfalls and
forests, and grows much of the flowers and coffee exported around the world.
Believe it or not, in this tropical country it is also the city where woollen clothes
are sold and worn.

One of the many highlights of the trip to Da Lat was spending time in the former
summer palace and learning about the life of the last emperor of Vietnam, Bao
Dai, known as the playboy monarch and his first wife empress queen Nam
Phuong Marie-Therese.
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Da Lat also includes the most weirdest built house in the world known as the
Crazy house, and the greatest yet bizarre and beautiful 12000 beer bottle Linh
Phuoc pagoda in the country.

While in the city, the author visited a model clay-sculptured village, lunched at the
Truc Lam Zen monastery, enjoyed the many different street foods including
Vietnamese pizza, took a cable car ride over the city and got to taste the most
unusual teas and expensive coffee in the world.

“Thanks to my guide, I learnt all about the annual Tet celebrations and
accompanying myths, and more about the former and once remarkable royal
capital Hue and its century’s old Nguyen dynasty.

The book also includes meeting many warm and friendly Vietnamese people and
memories and visits to places like Da Nang, Hoi An and Saigon along with
markets in each of these cities.

In each of the featured cities the author has included lists of unique foods and
their ingredients.

“Little did I know when I left Vietnam at the beginning of February 2020, my plans
to return a few months later would be abruptly and indefinitely put on hold.”
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