Long Tailed Fowl: Their History and Care

Long tailed fowl, also known as long-tailed chickens or ornamental fowl, are a
fascinating breed of chickens cherished for their unique and striking tails. These
beautiful birds have long, flowing tail feathers that give them an elegant and
graceful appearance. In this article, we will delve into the history and care of

these mesmerizing creatures.
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The History of Long Tailed Fowl

The origins of long tailed fowl can be traced back to ancient times, with evidence
of their existence found in various cultures across the world. The Japanese breed
of long tailed fowl, known as Phoenix or Onagadori, has a particularly rich history.
These birds were kept by Japanese aristocrats and were considered a symbol of

status and wealth.
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In Europe, long tailed fowl gained popularity during the Renaissance period. They
were often found in the gardens of nobility, where their beauty and grace were
celebrated. These birds were highly prized and were bred for long, well-

developed tails.

Long tailed fowl come in various breeds, each with its own unique characteristics
and tail types. Some well-known breeds include the Phoenix, Yokohama, and
Sumatra. The tails of these birds can grow up to several feet long, showcasing

impressive plumage and vivid colors.

Caring for Long Tailed Fowl
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Proper care is essential to ensure the health and well-being of long tailed fowl.

Here are some important aspects to consider:

Housing and Space

Long tailed fowl require spacious and secure housing to prevent their tail feathers
from being damaged. A suitable coop or enclosure should have ample room for
the birds to move around comfortably and enough height to accommodate their
long tails. It is crucial to provide protection from harsh weather conditions and

predators.

Nutrition

A balanced diet is vital for the overall health of long tailed fowl. They should be
fed a nutritious mix of quality chicken feed supplemented with grains, fruits, and

vegetables. Providing them with fresh water at all times is also essential.

Exercise and Roaming Area

Long tailed fowl enjoy free-ranging and roaming around open spaces. They need
regular exercise to maintain their physical and mental well-being. Allowing them

access to a safe and enclosed area for daily exercise is highly recommended.

Tail Maintenance

The long tails of these birds require special attention and care. Regular grooming
is necessary to prevent tangling and damage. Trimming the tail feathers, if

necessary, should be done cautiously to avoid harming the bird.

Healthcare

To ensure their well-being, long tailed fowl should receive routine veterinary
check-ups. Vaccination against common poultry diseases is crucial, and any

signs of illness or injury should be promptly addressed.



Protection from Predators

Long tailed fowl are vulnerable to predators due to their impressive tail feathers.
Proper fencing, secure coops, and safeguarding their surroundings can help

prevent attacks from predators such as raccoons, foxes, or birds of prey.

Long tailed fowl have a captivating history and require specialized care to thrive.
These birds are a true testament to the beauty and diversity of the avian world.
By understanding their unique needs and providing them with the care they

deserve, we can appreciate and enjoy the elegance of long tailed fowl.

So, if you're considering keeping these stunning creatures, make sure to create a
suitable habitat, provide a balanced diet, and ensure their safety. Long tailed fowl
are not only visually stunning but also a testament to the rich history and cultural

significance of poultry breeding.
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There are few publications in the western cultures of the world that outline the

basic requirements of long tailed fowl.
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Nearly four years in the making, Long Tailed Fowl, a guide to long tailed fowl
history and management provides information that will fascinate anyone

interested in these beautiful birds.

Those wishing to keep birds carrying the non-molting genes especially require the
specialist knowledge that is presented clearly and concisely. Included are
chapters on history, housing, grooming, dietary requirements, breeding and flock
management, with practical information relevant to long tailed breeds. Centuries-
old Japanese rearing methods are combined with current knowledge and practice
to present a comprehensive and indispensable source of information for the

enthusiast.
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