
London Routemasters In The Late 1970s And
Early 1980s: A Nostalgic Journey Back in
Time
London Routemasters hold a special place in the hearts of many. With their iconic
red double-decker design and open rear platform, these buses are synonymous
with the bustling streets of London. While today's modern buses are efficient and
comfortable, there is something magical about the Routemasters that captivated
passengers in the late 1970s and early 1980s.

During this era, London was undergoing significant changes. The city's rich
history collided with modernization, creating a unique atmosphere that can never
be replicated. The Routemasters were the perfect embodiment of this transitional
period, as they effortlessly blended tradition with innovation.

The Rise of the London Routemasters

The Routemasters were first introduced to London's streets in the 1950s and
quickly became a symbol of the city. However, it was in the late 1970s and early
1980s that they truly made their mark. These buses, with their bright red exterior
and distinctive design, became an integral part of London's identity.
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Passengers eagerly awaited the arrival of the Routemasters at their designated
stops. The sound of the engine, the waft of exhaust fumes, and the vibrant
atmosphere onboard created a unique bus journey experience. As the buses
cruised down London's historic streets, passengers marveled at the city's
landmarks from the upper deck, truly immersing themselves in the sights and
sounds of London life.

Distinctive Features of the Routemasters

One of the key features that made the Routemasters stand out was their open
rear platform. Passengers could hop on and off the bus with ease, adding an
element of adventure to their daily commute. This feature also allowed for quick
boarding and reduced journey times, making them a popular choice among
commuters.

Inside, the Routemasters boasted a timeless charm. From the wooden handrails
to the classic moquette seating, every detail exuded elegance. The sounds of the
engine and the creaking of the old floorboards added to the nostalgic experience,
transporting passengers back in time.

Furthermore, the Routemasters were designed with efficiency in mind. With their
maneuverability, the buses could easily navigate the narrow streets of London,
reaching even the most inaccessible neighborhoods. This allowed for
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comprehensive coverage of the city, ensuring that no passenger was left
stranded.

London Life in the Late 1970s and Early 1980s

The late 1970s and early 1980s were a time of cultural and social shifts in
London. The city was a melting pot of diverse communities, each with its own
unique character. From the vibrant markets of Camden to the trendy clubs of
Soho, London was a hub of creativity, attracting people from all walks of life.

As the Routemasters traversed the streets, they witnessed it all. They carried
bankers in pinstripe suits, punks with brightly colored hairstyles, young families
exploring the city, and tourists eager to soak in the vibrant atmosphere. The
Routemasters became a part of the tapestry of London life, woven into the
memories of those who experienced this exciting era.

A Farewell to the Routemasters

Unfortunately, as technology advanced, the Routemasters began to lose their
charm. In the early 2000s, the last Routemaster buses were withdrawn from
service, marking the end of an era. While newer buses offered modern
conveniences, the loss of the Routemasters left a void in London's transportation
system.

Today, the Routemasters live on in the hearts and memories of those who
experienced them in the late 1970s and early 1980s. They continue to be
celebrated in various forms, from miniature models to themed merchandise. The
legacy of the Routemasters serves as a reminder of a bygone era, a testament to
the rich history of London.



The London Routemasters in the late 1970s and early 1980s were more than just
buses. They were symbols of a transitional era, encapsulating the essence of a
changing city. From their distinctive design to their role in London's cultural
landscape, the Routemasters left an indelible mark on the memories of those
fortunate enough to have experienced them. As we reflect on the past, we can't
help but feel a sense of nostalgia for this iconic mode of transportation that once
defined the streets of London.
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"The Routemaster is the iconic London bus, recognised around the world.

This pictorial account features previously unseen pictures of the ubiquitous RM
far and wide throughout the network during the period 1976–83, which included
the year of the Queen’s Silver Jubilee, when twenty-five of the type were specially
painted in an all-over silver colour scheme.
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By the end of this period buses formerly allocated to the country garages had
mainly gravitated back to the central area, some of which saw further passenger
service while others were converted to driver training buses. It was also around
this time that London Transport began to dispose of its RMs in significant
numbers."
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