
Know When To Quit Your Day Job: Techstars
Success Stories
Many individuals dream of becoming their own boss, unleashing their creativity,
and starting their own tech business. The allure of endless possibilities and the
potential for exponential growth can be incredibly enticing. However, making the
leap from a stable and secure day job to pursue your entrepreneurial dreams is
not a decision to be taken lightly. It requires careful consideration and a deep
understanding of when the right time to quit your day job is.

In this article, we will explore the inspiring success stories of entrepreneurs who
were once faced with the dilemma of quitting their day jobs to pursue their
dreams through the world-renowned startup accelerator program, Techstars.

The Techstars Startup Accelerator

Techstars is a global network that connects entrepreneurs, mentors, and
investors. It provides a highly coveted three-month acceleration program that
offers mentorship, investment, and resources to early-stage startups. Techstars is
known for its rigorous selection process, only accepting a small percentage of
applicants who demonstrate exceptional potential.
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The program aims to help startups gain access to vital resources, build strong
networks, and propel their growth. With Techstars' guidance and support, many
entrepreneurs have successfully transformed their ideas into thriving businesses.

Knowing When It's Time to Quit Your Day Job

One of the most critical decisions an aspiring entrepreneur must make is when to
leave their stable job to focus on their startup full-time. While it can be a daunting
task to give up the security and stability of a regular paycheck, there are certain
indicators that can help you determine if it's the right time:

1. Strong Market Validation:

Your startup should have a product or service that addresses a genuine market
need. Conduct thorough market research and ensure there is demand for what
you are offering. Validate your idea by securing paying customers or receiving
positive feedback from potential users.

2. Growth and Traction:

If your startup is gaining significant traction and experiencing rapid growth, it may
be a sign that you need to commit full-time to capitalize on the opportunity.
Analyze your user acquisition and revenue growth rates and assess if they are
promising enough to warrant quitting your day job.

3. Sufficient Financial Backup:
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Having sufficient financial resources to support yourself and your business during
the initial stages is crucial. Ensure you have a solid financial plan in place,
considering your personal expenses and the required investment in your startup.
This will provide a safety net as you navigate the unpredictable world of
entrepreneurship.

4. Supportive Network:

Building a strong support network with mentors, investors, and fellow
entrepreneurs is invaluable. Surround yourself with individuals who believe in
your vision and can provide guidance and assistance throughout your
entrepreneurial journey. A robust network can help mitigate risks and provide
opportunities for collaboration and growth.

Inspiring Techstars Success Stories

Now that we have explored when it might be the right time to quit your day job,
let's take a look at some remarkable success stories of entrepreneurs who did
just that and became Techstars alumni:

1. SendGrid:

SendGrid, a leading email delivery platform, went through the Techstars
accelerator program in 2009. The founders, Isaac Saldana, Tim Jenkins, and
Jose Lopez, originally started the company as a side project while working full-
time jobs. However, after gaining acceptance into the Techstars program, they
made the courageous decision to quit their day jobs and focus solely on
SendGrid. Today, SendGrid is a successful company with over 300 employees
and serves millions of customers worldwide.

2. Sphero:



Sphero, a robotics and technology company, participated in the Techstars
program in 2010. The founders, Ian Bernstein and Adam Wilson, initially worked
on their startup during nights and weekends while juggling their day jobs.
However, after getting accepted into Techstars, they recognized the tremendous
potential of their idea and left their jobs to fully dedicate themselves to Sphero.
The company gained significant success with their robotic sphere toy and even
partnered with Disney to develop the famous BB-8 droid from Star Wars.

3. ClassPass:

ClassPass, a popular fitness membership startup, also became a Techstars
success story. Founded by Payal Kadakia, Mary Biggins, and Sanjiv Sanghavi,
the concept of ClassPass was born while Payal was still working a full-time job.
After getting accepted into Techstars, Payal made the bold decision to quit her
day job and pursue ClassPass full-time. Today, ClassPass has revolutionized the
fitness industry and expanded to numerous cities worldwide.

The Decision is Yours

Making the decision to quit your day job and embark on an entrepreneurial
journey is undoubtedly a major life decision. It requires careful consideration,
thorough planning, and a deep understanding of the potential risks and rewards.
The stories of successful Techstars alumni showcase the possibilities that can
unfold when you trust your instincts and take a leap of faith.

Remember, ultimately, the decision is yours. Only you can determine if the time is
right to say goodbye to your day job and channel your energy towards your
startup dreams. Prepare yourself mentally, financially, and emotionally, and
surround yourself with the right support system to maximize your chances of
success.



Quitting your day job to pursue your entrepreneurial dreams can be a
transformative experience. Techstars, with its proven track record of propelling
startups towards success, offers a compelling opportunity for aspiring
entrepreneurs. By knowing when the time is right, and aligning with supportive
networks, you can increase your chances of creating a thriving business that
brings your vision to life.
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Start strong with essential early-stage guidance from the VC perspective

Startup Opportunities is the go-to guide for anyone with a great business idea.
Whether it's your first business or your fifth, realistic assessment from the outset
can save you a lot of time and money; why pour your heart and soul into a
venture that is doomed to fail? Instead, position yourself to win from the very
beginning. In this book, accomplished venture capitalists share their insight on
startups and entrepreneurs: who will fail, who will succeed and why, and what you
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should do to give your business the very best shot at becoming a global success
story. You'll learn how to evaluate your business with a critical eye, and how early
customer development can be key in turning a good idea into a great opportunity.
If you're serious about building a business that lasts, this book provides
invaluable guidance that you really cannot miss.

More than five million people will launch a business this year, and many of them
will be great ideas—yet few will be around in five years, and even fewer in ten
years. A great idea is not enough to build a successful business. You need to
fortify your idea with the proper foundation, and a scaffolding of good planning
and early action. This book shows you how.

Assess your business's viability using the 10x Rule

Learn when you can quit your day job—or not

Take the key steps to making your business succeed

Discover the opportunities worth selling everything for

This expert author team has witnessed more than 30,000 pitches over two
decades, and have participated in over 500 startup launches. Startup
Opportunities gives you the benefit of their experience to help you start strong
and stay strong.
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