
Journey Along Broadway Through Manhattan
Magical Past
Broadway is not just a street in Manhattan; it's a symbol of entertainment,
dreams, and endless possibilities. Walking along Broadway is like taking a
journey through time, immersing yourself in the rich history and vibrant culture of
this iconic avenue. From its humble beginnings in the late 18th century to the
bustling tourist attraction it is today, Broadway has witnessed it all – triumphs,
tragedies, and everything in between.

The Birth of Broadway

The story of Broadway begins in the late 18th century when New York City was
still known as New Amsterdam. At that time, the street that would later become
Broadway was a simple trade route for Native Americans. However, with the
arrival of the Dutch, the street started to transform into a bustling commercial
center.

Over the years, Broadway continued to grow and evolve. In the late 19th century,
it became synonymous with the theater. Magnificent theaters sprung up along the
avenue, attracting the best performers from around the world. The iconic Theater
District was born, forever cementing Broadway's reputation as the "Great White
Way."
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Walking Through Time

As you stroll along Broadway, you can't help but feel the energy and history
vibrating through its very core. Start your journey at the southern end of
Broadway, known as Bowling Green. This historic area is home to the famous
Charging Bull statue, a symbol of New York's financial prowess.

Continuing north, you'll pass by numerous architectural marvels, such as Trinity
Church and City Hall. These grand structures provide a glimpse into the city's
past and serve as reminders of its rich architectural heritage.

As you approach Times Square, the heart of Broadway, you'll be greeted by a
dazzling display of billboards, lights, and the hustle and bustle of Manhattan. This
intersection has earned its reputation as the "Crossroads of the World" and is an
absolute must-see for anyone visiting New York City.

Further up Broadway, you'll encounter some of the city's most famous theaters,
including the Majestic Theater, home to the record-breaking musical "The
Phantom of the Opera," and the Richard Rodgers Theater, where the Tony
Award-winning "Hamilton" is performed.
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Hidden Gems and Cultural Landmarks

While the main stretch of Broadway is undoubtedly captivating, don't forget to
explore the side streets and hidden gems along the way. Just a few blocks east of
Broadway, you'll find the historical neighborhood of SoHo (South of Houston
Street). This area is known for its art galleries, trendy boutiques, and charming
cobblestone streets.

Continuing north, Greenwich Village awaits. This bohemian enclave is famous for
its artistic community and has been home to many influential figures throughout
history. Bob Dylan, Allen Ginsberg, and countless others have found inspiration in
the streets of Greenwich Village.

As you venture further uptown, make a stop at the Lincoln Center for the
Performing Arts. This cultural landmark is home to some of the world's most
renowned performing arts organizations, including the New York Philharmonic
and the Metropolitan Opera.

The Broadway Experience

No journey along Broadway would be complete without experiencing a live
performance. Catching a show on Broadway is an absolute must for theater
enthusiasts and casual visitors alike.

From classic musicals like "The Lion King" and "Chicago" to groundbreaking
plays like "Hamilton" and "Dear Evan Hansen," Broadway offers a diverse range
of shows for every taste. The talent and passion displayed on these stages are
unmatched, leaving audiences in awe night after night.

Whether you're a seasoned theatergoer or a first-timer, the magic of Broadway is
an experience like no other. The electricity in the air as the orchestra starts



playing, the anticipation as the curtain rises – it's an exhilarating thrill that keeps
drawing people back.

Walking along Broadway in Manhattan is not just a physical journey; it's an
emotional one. It allows you to connect with the past, appreciate the present, and
dream about the future. As you immerse yourself in the countless stories woven
into the fabric of this iconic avenue, you'll understand why Broadway is more than
just a street – it's a symbol of dreams coming true.

So, put on your walking shoes, embrace the magic, and take a journey along
Broadway through Manhattan's enchanting past. You never know what wonders
await you around the next corner.
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A fantastical field guide to the hidden history of New York's magical past

Manhattan has a pervasive quality of glamour—a heightened sense of personality
generated by a place whose cinematic, literary, and commercial celebrity lends
an aura of the fantastic to even its most commonplace locales. Enchanted New
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York chronicles an alternate history of this magical isle. It offers a tour along
Broadway, focusing on times and places that illuminate a forgotten and
sometimes hidden history of New York through site-specific stories of wizards,
illuminati, fortune tellers, magicians, and more.

Progressing up New York’s central thoroughfare, this guidebook to magical
Manhattan offers a history you won’t find in your Lonely Planet or Fodor’s guide,
tracing the arc of American technological alchemies—from Samuel Morse and
Robert Fulton to the Manhattan Project—to Mesmeric physicians, to wonder–
working Madame Blavatsky, and seers Helena Roerich and Alice Bailey. Harry
Houdini appears and disappears, as the world’s premier stage magician’s feats of
prestidigitation fade away to reveal a much more mysterious—and meaningful—
marquee of magic.

Unlike old-world cities, New York has no ancient monuments to mark its magical
adolescence. There is no local memory embedded in the landscape of celebrated
witches, warlocks, gods, or goddesses—no myths of magical metamorphoses. As
we follow Kevin Dann in geographical and chronological progression up
Broadway from Battery Park to Inwood, each chapter provides a surprising
picture of a city whose ever-changing fortunes have always been founded on
magical activity.
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