
John Singer Sargent: 160 Portraits - Blending
Realism and Impressionism
John Singer Sargent, an American artist born in 1856, is widely recognized for his
extraordinary talent as a portrait painter. Throughout his career, Sargent created
around 900 oil paintings, over 2,000 watercolors, as well as countless sketches
and charcoal drawings. While he explored various genres, it was his remarkable
ability to capture the likeness and essence of his subjects in portraiture that
gained him immense fame and recognition.

One of the most notable aspects of Sargent's body of work is his exceptional
series of 160 portraits. This extensive collection showcases his masterful
technique and artistic versatility. Sargent had a unique ability to blend elements of
both Realism and Impressionism to create captivating and evocative portrayals.

Realism Meets Impressionism

Sargent's approach to portraiture seamlessly combined the principles of Realism
and Impressionism. Realism, which emerged in the mid-19th century, aimed to
depict subjects truthfully, capturing fine details and achieving accurate
representations. On the other hand, Impressionism, a movement that emerged in
the late 19th century, focused on capturing fleeting moments and the overall
impression of a scene rather than precise details.
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Sargent's portraits showcase his ability to capture the physical accuracy of his
subjects while also infusing them with a sense of vibrancy and atmosphere
characteristic of Impressionism. His brushwork was loose and energetic, utilizing
bold and expressive strokes that enlivened his canvases. This unique
combination of styles resulted in portraits that radiated both a sense of realism
and emotional depth.

160 Portraits: A Journey through Sargent's Artistic Evolution

Sargent's collection of 160 portraits reflects his growth as an artist and his
evolving style throughout the years. It offers a fascinating glimpse into the lives
and personalities of the individuals he depicted, ranging from commissioned
portraits of wealthy socialites to more intimate portrayals of friends and family.

Notable among these portraits is "Madame X," a captivating and controversial
painting that captured the attention of the art world. The portrait depicts the
stunning socialite Virginie Amélie Avegno Gautreau, known for her unique fashion
sense. Sargent portrayed her with a provocative elegance, highlighting her
beauty and charisma. Although initially met with mixed reviews due to its
sensuality, "Madame X" is now considered one of the artist's most iconic works.

Another remarkable portrait is that of Robert Louis Stevenson, the renowned
Scottish novelist and poet. Sargent masterfully captures Stevenson's brooding
nature and intellectual depth, conveying a sense of introspection and mystery
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through his use of light and shading. This portrait is a testament to Sargent's
ability to capture not only the physical features but also the character and
essence of his subjects.

The Legacy of Sargent's Portraiture

John Singer Sargent's 160 portraits continue to captivate audiences and inspire
artists to this day. His ability to merge Realism and Impressionism set him apart
as a true pioneer of his time. His works offer a unique perspective into the world
of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, allowing viewers to connect with the
individuals captured in his portraits and understand the social and cultural milieu
of that era.

Sargent's influence on the art world cannot be overstated. His innovative
approach to portraiture pushed the boundaries of traditional techniques and
paved the way for future generations of artists to experiment and explore. Today,
his work is celebrated and admired in prestigious museums and galleries
worldwide, solidifying his legacy as one of the greatest portrait painters of all time.

John Singer Sargent's collection of 160 portraits represents a significant
milestone in the history of art. Through his seamless blend of Realism and
Impressionism, he created a body of work that continues to captivate audiences
with its timeless beauty and emotional depth. Sargent's ability to capture the
essence of his subjects, both physically and emotionally, sets him apart as a true
master of his craft. His portraits not only serve as stunning visual representations
but also offer a window into the lives and personalities of the individuals he
immortalized on canvas. John Singer Sargent's influence on the art world
remains profound, and his extraordinary collection of portraits will inspire
generations of artists to come.
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JOHN SINGER SARGENT: PORTRAITS Art Book contains 160+ HD
Reproductions of Sargent's portrait masterpieces with data page for all images,
museum links and interesting facts page below. Book includes Table of Contents
and is formatted for all Kindle e-ink, Kindle Fire/HD and Kindle for iOS tablets
(use rotate and/or zoom feature on landscape/horizontal images for optimal
viewing).

BORN: January 12,1856 in Florence, Italy.
DIED: April 14, 1925 in London, England.

MOVEMENT: American Impressionism and Realism.

INTERESTING FACTS:
§ Sargent was an American citizen from birth, but had never been in the United
States until just before his 21st birthday in order to retain his citizenship.
§ He studied at the Accademia delle Belle Arti in Florence, under Emile-Auguste
Carolus-Duran and the Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Paris.
§ Unlike his other commissions, Sargent sought out Madame Gautreau for the
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portrait, Madame X. This painting brought him negative criticism that cost him
commissions.
§ He was an extremely gifted artist, having mastered impressionism, classical
portraiture, landscapes, watercolor, murals and music.

NOTABLE WORKS:
Madame X, El Jaleo,The Daughters of Edward Darley Boit; Carnation, Lily, Lily,
Rose; Lady Agnew.
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