
Insider's Guide To Florida Keys Key West

If you're planning a trip to the Sunshine State, the Florida Keys and Key West are
a must-visit destination. This picturesque island chain offers stunning beaches,
vibrant coral reefs, and a unique blend of natural beauty and vibrant culture. In
this 15th installment of the Insider's Guide series, we'll take you on a journey
through the Florida Keys and give you an exclusive look at the hidden gems and
best-kept secrets that only the insiders know.

Exploring the Florida Keys
The Florida Keys stretch for about 120 miles off the southern tip of Florida,
connected by 42 bridges. Each key has its own charm and attractions, making it
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worth exploring them all. Whether you're looking to relax on the beach, indulge in
water sports, or experience the vibrant nightlife, there's something for everyone in
the Florida Keys.
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Key Largo - A Diver's Paradise
Key Largo, the first key in the archipelago, is famous for its spectacular coral
reefs. Grab your snorkel or scuba gear and dive into an underwater wonderland.
The John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park is a must-visit, offering guided tours
and amazing marine life encounters. Don't forget to explore the iconic Christ of
the Abyss, an underwater statue that has become a symbol of Key Largo.
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Marathon - Nature's Playground
Heading further down the Florida Keys, you'll reach Marathon, a paradise for
nature enthusiasts. The Seven Mile Bridge, one of the world's longest segmented
bridges, offers breathtaking views and is a perfect spot for a scenic drive or a
sunset stroll. Explore the natural wonders of the Florida Keys at the Dolphin
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Research Center or visit the Turtle Hospital and learn about their conservation
efforts.

Islamorada - Sportfishing Haven
If you're a fishing enthusiast, Islamorada is the place to be. Known as the
"Sportfishing Capital of the World," this key offers unparalleled fishing
opportunities. Charter a boat and try your luck at catching trophy fish like
bonefish, tarpon, and sailfish. After an exciting day on the water, enjoy a delicious
seafood meal at one of the waterfront restaurants.

Key West - A Lively Island Paradise
Key West, the southernmost key and the end of the road, is the crown jewel of
the Florida Keys. This vibrant island city exudes a bohemian charm with its
colorful buildings, quirky culture, and lively nightlife. Take a stroll along Duval
Street, known for its bustling bars and restaurants, or visit the Ernest Hemingway
Home and Museum to learn about the island's rich literary history.



Hidden Gems and Insider Tips
While exploring the Florida Keys, don't miss out on these hidden gems:

Discover secluded beaches off the beaten path.

Embark on a sunset sail for breathtaking views.

Indulge in the local cuisine at Key Largo's food trucks.

Explore the mangrove trails of Marathon by kayak.

Visit the art galleries in Islamorada for a dose of culture.
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These insider tips will help you make the most of your journey through the Florida
Keys:

Visit during the off-season for fewer crowds and better deals.

Stay at a historic bed and breakfast in Key West for a unique experience.

Go birdwatching in Key Largo and spot rare species.

Join eco-tours in Marathon to learn about the local ecosystem.

Enjoy craft beers at the local breweries in Islamorada.

The Florida Keys and Key West offer a tropical paradise like no other. With its
stunning natural beauty, vibrant culture, and a multitude of activities, it's no
wonder why visitors keep coming back. Now armed with this insider's guide,
you're ready to embark on an unforgettable adventure through the Florida Keys.

Remember to respect the environment and support local businesses during your
visit. Enjoy the sun, sea, and rich history that make the Florida Keys a true gem
of the Sunshine State.
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A new edition, Insiders' Guide to Florida Keys & Key West is the essential source
for in-depth travel and relocation information to this tropical American
paradise. Written by a local (and true insider), this guide offers a personal and
practical perspective of Key West and its surrounding environs.
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