Inside America's Soccer Feud Between MLS,
NASL, and USL

America has always been a nation passionate about sports, and one sport that
has captured the hearts of millions of Americans is soccer. However, behind the
scenes, there has been a long-standing feud between three major soccer leagues
in the country - Major League Soccer (MLS), North American Soccer League
(NASL), and United Soccer League (USL).
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The Rise of MLS

Major League Soccer, founded in 1993, has been the highest level of professional
soccer in the United States and Canada. Over the years, MLS has seen
significant growth in popularity and expansion, attracting top international players

and establishing successful clubs throughout the country.
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MLS enjoys the support of the United States Soccer Federation, which grants
them Division | status, the highest level of competition in the country. As a result,
MLS has been able to secure lucrative broadcasting deals, sponsorships, and

grow the sport's exposure in America.

The NASL Challenge

However, the North American Soccer League, founded in 2009, emerged as a
rival to MLS, aiming to challenge its monopoly on professional soccer in the
United States. The NASL sought to grow the sport by offering an alternative to

MLS, sparking a bitter rivalry between the two leagues.

The NASL initially gained attention by capturing the interest of high-profile team
owners and signing renowned players. They aimed to create a more competitive
environment by allowing more foreign players, offering higher salaries, and
adopting promotion and relegation, a system where teams move up or down

divisions based on performance.
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Despite initial success, the NASL faced financial instability and legal challenges,
struggling to gain recognition from the United States Soccer Federation and
secure Division | status. This led to a decline in its teams and ultimately

threatened the league's existence.

The USL's Road to Competition

The United Soccer League, founded in 1986, has taken a different approach to
challenging MLS. Initially considered a Division lll league, the USL has focused
on partnership and collaboration, aiming to strengthen the entire soccer

ecosystem in America.

The USL has successfully built partnerships with MLS, with many MLS teams
now owning or affiliating with USL clubs. This connection allows MLS teams to
develop young talents in the USL, giving them valuable playing time and

experience.

Furthermore, the USL has expanded rapidly, adding new teams and investing in
infrastructure, such as stadiums and training facilities. This growth has elevated

the league's status and attracted more attention from fans and sponsors.

The Battle for Supremacy

The rivalry between MLS, NASL, and USL has intensified over the years as each
league strives to establish itself as the premier soccer organization in the United

States.

MLS continues to dominate the American soccer landscape, with its robust
financial backing and strong branding. They have secured partnerships with
global sports organizations and attracted top international talent, further

solidifying their position as the top league in the country.



The NASL, on the other hand, has faced numerous setbacks, including teams
folding and legal battles. Despite these challenges, they continue to fight for
recognition and promote their vision of an open, competitive soccer model with

promotion and relegation.

The USL, with its collaborative approach, has positioned itself as a reliable feeder
league for MLS. Their strong partnerships and expansion efforts have allowed
them to develop talented players while gaining credibility in the soccer

community.

The Future of American Soccer

The feud between MLS, NASL, and USL shows no signs of slowing down. The
battle for supremacy and control of American professional soccer continues to

shape the landscape of the sport.

Many soccer enthusiasts argue that adopting a promotion and relegation system,
similar to European leagues, would offer a more competitive and exciting soccer
culture in the United States. They believe it would provide opportunities for

smaller clubs to rise through the ranks and challenge the established order.

However, MLS, supported by its strong financial backing and global partnerships,
remains steadfast in its position. They argue that the current closed system with
no promotion and relegation ensures stability and long-term growth for soccer in

America.

Only time will tell how the feud between MLS, NASL, and USL unfolds. As fans,
we can hope that this rivalry fuels healthy competition and ultimately leads to the

growth and development of soccer in the United States.
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Kartik Krishnaiyer, soccer journalist and one of the leading experts on the sport in
the United States, takes you behind the scenes of the US soccer feud between

MLS, USL and NASL. The book examines the role that the now disgraced Traffic
Sports had within NASL, as well as the league's plans to challenge Major League

Soccer's position as the top division in the United States.

What follows are the lessons the author learned behind the scenes, from when he
joined the new NASL before it'd played its first game through the time he left its
front office when a new group of ambitious leaders replaced those that had just
come to grips with North American soccer’s realities. From its marriage with
Traffic to reclaiming its storied name, from the halcyon days of unfettered
ambition to US Soccer’s initial rebuke and the reset of year two, he saw NASL 2.0
go from dream to reality, and he knows what part of today’s rhetoric remains

anchored in 2011’s dream.
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