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During the 17th and 18th centuries, the maritime industry experienced significant
advancements in shipbuilding and navigation techniques. One particular era,
known as "In The Days Of The Spritsail Topmast," played a crucial role in shaping
maritime history, especially in Dover, a bustling port town in England. In this
article, we will explore the fascinating period from 1600 to 1720, where spritsalil

topmasts ruled the seas and Dover thrived as a maritime hub.

The Rise of Spritsail Topmast

Spritsail topmast, also referred to as sprit-topsail, emerged as a popular rigging
configuration for ships during the late 16th century. It involved attaching a
rectangular sail to a yard that was suspended from the spritsail topmast. This
rigging setup provided better maneuverability and allowed ships to sail closer to

the wind, resulting in improved navigation capabilities.

As ships equipped with spritsail topmasts became more prevalent, maritime trade
and exploration expanded rapidly. Dover, with its strategic location along the
English Channel, became a vital port for ships traversing between England and
mainland Europe. The port withessed an influx of vessels, ranging from

commercial traders to naval warships during this period.
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Dover: A Maritime Hub

Dover's significance as a maritime hub cannot be overstated. Ships laden with
goods from various corners of the world arrived at Dover, contributing to the
town's economic growth. The maritime industry propelled the local economy,
attracting merchants, craftsmen, and laborers to settle in Dover. The town quickly
developed a well-established network of warehouses, shipyards, and trading

houses.

The demand for maritime services in Dover led to the emergence of skilled
shipbuilders, sailmakers, and navigators. These professionals played a crucial
role in enhancing the efficiency and capabilities of ships, ensuring safe voyages
across the treacherous seas. The maritime industry also gave rise to employment
opportunities for seafarers, who sailed on the spritsail topmast-equipped vessels,

transporting goods, and people.

Exploration and Expansion

The era of "In The Days Of The Spritsail Topmast" coincided with the Age of
Exploration, where European nations embarked on voyages of discovery across

the world. Dover, as a major port, played a significant role in facilitating these
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expeditions. Ships departed from Dover to explore new territories, establish trade

routes, and expand colonial empires.

Explorers, such as Sir Francis Drake, Sir Walter Raleigh, and Captain James
Cook, sailed from Dover to chart uncharted waters, make scientific observations,
and claim new lands in the name of their respective nations. These voyages
would not have been possible without the advancements in shipbuilding

techniques and the of spritsail topmasts.

The Legacy and Decline

The era of "In The Days Of The Spritsail Topmast" left a lasting legacy on
maritime history. It revolutionized ship designs, enabling ships to navigate
challenging conditions and explore previously inaccessible regions. The advent of
new rigging configurations and improved sails further propelled maritime trade

and exploration.

However, as technology advanced, ships began adopting more efficient rigging
systems, gradually phasing out the spritsail topmast. By the mid-18th century, the
spritsail topmast became obsolete, making way for newer rigging configurations
like the fore-and-aft rig. Dover, too, experienced a decline in maritime activity as

the demand for spritsail topmast-equipped ships decreased.

Today, memories of "In The Days Of The Spritsail Topmast" are preserved
through maritime museums and historical archives. Dover, with its rich maritime
heritage, continues to attract visitors eager to explore the town's historic

connection to the seas.

The period between 1600 and 1720, known as "In The Days Of The Spritsail
Topmast," marked a significant chapter in maritime history. The emergence of

spritsail topmast as a prevalent rigging configuration revolutionized ship designs



and propelled maritime trade and exploration. Dover, as a maritime hub, played a

vital role in the era's growth and witnessed a surge in maritime activities.

However, like all eras, "In The Days Of The Spritsail Topmast" eventually came to
an end, as technology and advancements in shipbuilding led to the adoption of
more efficient rigging systems. Nonetheless, the legacy of this era lives on,
reminding us of the maritime prowess of the past and the relentless pursuit of

discovery that shaped our world.
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For ship model-makers and students and enthusiasts of historic sailing ships, this
generously illustrated book is essential reading and a valuable reference. It
describes and depicts in detail how seventeenth-century English, French, Dutch,
and other European trading ships and warships were rigged from stem to stern
throughout this colorful period in maritime history.

The book begins in 1600, the earliest date of our detailed knowledge of ships’
rigging, and the earliest to which that characteristic seventeenth-century fitting,

the spritsail topmast, has been traced. It ends in 1720, roughly the time when the
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spritsail topmast was superseded by the jib boom and other innovations of
eighteenth-century rigging. The book’s 12 chapters cover every aspect of the
ship’s rigging of the period, from the lower masts and bowsprit to the running
rigging of the topsails and topgallants. Over 350 fine line drawings illustrate every
item used in the rigging. Twenty-five halftones, extensively annotated, illustrate
typical ships that plied the seas in the days of the bowsprit mast — English
merchantmen and gun ships, French and Dutch men-of-war, and more.

In compiling this volume, R. C. Anderson consulted not only the literature of the
period, listed in the extensive bibliography, but also famous ship models created
throughout the seventeenth century — some with contemporary rigging in almost
perfect condition. The result is an indispensable resource for model builders,
maritime historians, sailing ship buffs — anyone interested in authentic

documentation of ships’ rigging during a crucial period in the history of sailing

vessels.
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