
How To Stage Greek Tragedy Today - A Guide
to Captivating Audiences
Greek Tragedy is an ancient art form that has stood the test of time. The works of
playwrights like Sophocles, Euripides, and Aeschylus continue to grace theatres
around the world, captivating audiences with their timeless themes and thought-
provoking narratives. While Greek Tragedy was originally performed in large
amphitheaters, staging it in modern times requires a different approach. In this
article, we will explore the strategies and techniques that can be used to stage
Greek Tragedy effectively today, ensuring an unforgettable experience for both
the actors and the audience.

Understanding the Essence of Greek Tragedy

Before diving into the process of staging Greek Tragedy in the present day, it is
essential to understand the essence of this theatrical form. Greek Tragedy
typically explores themes such as fate, morality, and the consequences of human
actions. It serves as a platform to address societal issues and provoke critical
thinking in the audience. Therefore, a successful staging of a Greek Tragedy
should strive to preserve these elements while making them relatable to a
contemporary audience.

Modernizing the Setting and Costumes

One of the key challenges in staging Greek Tragedy today lies in creating a
setting that is both authentic to the original context while also appealing to a
modern audience. Directors often choose to modernize the setting and play with
contemporary elements to bridge the gap between the ancient world and present
times. By doing so, they make it easier for the audience to engage with the story
and its characters, without losing the essence of Greek Tragedy.
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Similarly, costumes play a vital role in bringing the story to life. While traditional
Greek attire can be used, it is common to incorporate modern elements into the
costumes as well. This approach helps make the characters more relatable and
allows the audience to connect with them on a deeper level.

Exploring Innovative Stage Design

In addition to modernizing the setting and costumes, innovative stage design can
significantly enhance the impact of a Greek Tragedy performance. Directors often
experiment with different staging techniques to create visually stunning and
emotionally evocative experiences for the audience.

For instance, the use of multimedia elements such as projections and interactive
screens can add layers of depth to the performance. The incorporation of music,
sound effects, and lighting also play a vital role in conveying the emotions and
intensity of the scenes. By combining these elements harmoniously, directors can
create a multi-sensory experience that immerses the audience in the world of
Greek Tragedy.
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Adapting Dialogues and Language

While Greek Tragedy was originally written and performed in Ancient Greek,
modern adaptations often involve translating the dialogues into contemporary
language. This approach helps make the performance more accessible to a wider
audience, allowing them to fully comprehend the moral dilemmas, conflicts, and
emotions of the characters.

However, it is essential to find the right balance between modern language and
maintaining the poetic essence of the original text. Skilled playwrights and
translators work diligently to preserve the beauty of the language while ensuring it
resonates with modern sensibilities.

Working with Actors and Emphasizing the Chorus

Actors play a crucial role in bringing Greek Tragedy to life on stage. Their ability
to embody the complex emotions and internal struggles of the characters is
paramount. Directors and acting coaches often work closely with the cast to
ensure they are able to convey the essence of Greek Tragedy effectively.

Additionally, the chorus, a central component of Greek Tragedy, deserves special
attention. The chorus provides commentary, reflects the emotions of the
characters, and interacts with the audience. Finding creative ways to incorporate
the chorus into the performance can add a unique dimension to the staging,
enhancing the overall impact.

Creating Emotional Resonance

Ultimately, the goal of staging Greek Tragedy is to create a powerful and
emotional experience for the audience. Directors and actors should strive to
evoke empathy, introspection, and catharsis. By carefully crafting the staging,
performances, and visual and auditory elements, the audience can be



transported into the complex world of Greek Tragedy, leaving them with a deep
sense of reflection and understanding.

Greek Tragedy continues to be a source of inspiration and contemplation for both
creators and audiences alike. By modernizing the setting and costumes,
incorporating innovative stage design, adapting languages, working
collaboratively with actors and emphasizing the chorus, and creating emotional
resonance, directors can stage Greek Tragedy effectively in the present day. It is
through these meticulous efforts that the timeless themes of fate, morality, and
human actions can be brought to life, captivating audiences and reminding them
of the enduring power of this ancient art form.
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From the stages of Broadway and London to university campuses, Paris, and the
bourgeoning theaters of Africa, Greek tragedy remains constantly in production.
This global revival, in addition to delighting audiences, has highlighted both the
promise and the pitfalls of staging ancient masterpieces in the modern age.
Addressing the issues and challenges these performances pose, renowned
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classicist Simon Goldhill responds here to the growing demand for a
comprehensive guide to staging Greek tragedy today.

In crisp and spirited prose, Goldhill explains how Aeschylus, Euripides, and
Sophocles conceived their works in performance and then summarizes
everything we know about how their tragedies were actually staged. The heart of
his book tackles the six major problems facing any company performing these
works today: the staging space and concept of the play; the use of the chorus;
the actor’s role in an unfamiliar style of performance; the place of politics in
tragedy; the question of translation; and the treatment of gods, monsters, and
other strange characters of the ancient world. Outlining exactly what makes each
of these issues such a pressing difficulty for modern companies, Goldhill provides
insightful solutions drawn from his nimble analyses of some of the best recent
productions in the United States, Britain, and Continental Europe.

One of the few experts on both Greek tragedy and contemporary performance,
Goldhill uses his unique background and prodigious literary skill to illuminate
brilliantly what makes tragedy at once so exciting and so tricky to get right. The
result will inspire and enlighten all directors and performers—not to mention the
growing audiences—of ancient Greek theater.
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