
How To Live In Detroit Without Being a
Jackass
Living in Detroit can be a unique and rewarding experience, but it's important to
approach it with respect and awareness. The city has a rich history and a vibrant
culture, but it also faces significant challenges. By following a few simple
guidelines, you can make a positive impact and enjoy your time in Detroit without
being a jackass.

The Importance of Community

Detroit is a city that thrives on strong community bonds. Whether you're a new
resident or a long-time Detroiter, it's crucial to engage with the people and
organizations that make the city what it is. By becoming an active participant in
local events and initiatives, you can build relationships and contribute to the
collective effort of revitalizing the city.
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One of the most impactful ways you can contribute to Detroit's growth is by
supporting local businesses. From restaurants and coffee shops to boutiques and
art galleries, there are countless opportunities to patronize establishments owned
and operated by Detroiters. By spending your money locally, you not only boost
the economy but also help create jobs and sustain the unique character of the
city.

Volunteering and Philanthropy

Another way to actively engage with the community is through volunteering and
philanthropy. Detroit has a wealth of nonprofit organizations that work towards
improving various aspects of the city, from education and healthcare to
homelessness and the environment. By offering your time, skills, or financial
support, you can make a meaningful difference and be a positive force in the
community.
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Embracing Diversity

Detroit is a city known for its diversity. It is home to people from different
backgrounds, cultures, and walks of life. By embracing this diversity and fostering
a spirit of inclusivity, you can help create an environment where everyone feels
welcome and appreciated. Attend cultural events, learn about different customs,
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and engage in meaningful conversations to build bridges and break down
barriers.

Respecting the City's History

Detroit has a rich historical legacy, from being the automotive capital of the world
to serving as the birthplace of Motown music. It's important to respect and honor
this history by visiting museums, attending historical tours, and supporting
preservation efforts. By understanding and appreciating the city's past, you can
better comprehend its present challenges and work towards a brighter future.
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Being a Responsible Neighbor

Living in a community involves being considerate and respectful towards your
neighbors. Detroit is no exception. Be mindful of noise levels, keep your property
well-maintained, and look out for your neighbors' well-being. Building positive
relationships with those around you not only contributes to a healthy community
but also enhances your overall living experience.
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Exploring the Hidden Gems

Detroit is a city that offers a multitude of hidden gems waiting to be discovered.
From hidden parks and scenic spots to secret restaurants and vibrant
neighborhoods, take the time to explore beyond the obvious and find the lesser-
known treasures. By doing so, you'll not only enrich your own experience but also
support the local businesses and communities that make these hidden gems
special.
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Living in Detroit can be an incredibly rewarding experience if approached with the
right mindset. By actively engaging with the community, supporting local
businesses, embracing diversity, respecting the city's history, being a responsible
neighbor, and exploring hidden gems, you can fully immerse yourself in
everything the city has to offer.

Remember, living in Detroit is not just about you; it's about contributing to the
collective effort of building a stronger, more vibrant city. By living without being a
jackass, you become an integral part of Detroit's comeback story and help shape
its future.
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In one of Curbed: Detroit’s Top 11 Books about Detroit, Aaron Foley, editor of The
Detroit Neighborhood Guidebook, offers the definitive inside look at one of
America’s most talked-about and least understood cities. 

With a wry sense of humor, Foley, a native Detroiter, walks you through the most
difficult questions about the Motor City, offering seven simple rules for making it
there. Perfect for coastal transplants, wary suburbanites, unwitting gentrifiers, or
start-up disruptors, this recently updated guidebook offers advice on everything
from the glories of Vernors ginger ale to how to rehab a house to how to not
sound like an uninformed racist. In twenty short chapters, Foley walks you
through:

•How Detroiters do business

•The unofficial guide to enjoying Faygo

•How to be gay in Detroit

•How to raise a Detroit kid

•How to party in Detroit.
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Both hilarious and insightful, this no-frills look at Motown is written for those who
live there but also, as Vanity Fair put it, “for anyone participating in contemporary
global urbanization who would like to avoid behaving like a subjugating dick.” 
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When it comes to superheroes, there are some names that immediately
come to mind: Superman, Batman, Wonder Woman. But what if there
was a hero who possessed the...
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