
How To Design Your Own Knitted Shawls
Including Pattern Templates For Circular
Knitting is a beautiful craft that allows us to create cozy and stylish garments.
One popular item to knit is a shawl, which can be worn on various occasions,
from casual outings to formal events. While many knitters follow existing patterns,
designing your own knitted shawls can be an exciting and rewarding endeavor. In
this article, we will explore the steps involved in designing your own knitted
shawls, including pattern templates specifically designed for circular shawls.

Step 1: Inspiration and Research

Before diving into the design process, it is essential to gather inspiration and
conduct research. Look for different shawl styles and patterns online, in knitting
magazines, or at local knitting stores. Pay attention to the various shapes, stitch
patterns, and color combinations used in shawls. This research phase will help
you understand the different elements that contribute to a well-designed shawl.

Step 2: Choosing Yarn and Needles

Once you have gathered inspiration, select the yarn and needles you want to use
for your shawl. Consider the weight and fiber content of the yarn, as they will
determine the drape and warmth of the finished shawl. The needle size will also
impact the final appearance of the stitches, so choose a size that complements
your yarn selection.
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Step 3: Determine Shawl Shape

The next step is to decide on the shape of your shawl. There are various shapes
to choose from, including triangular, rectangular, and circular. Circular shawls are
an excellent option for designing your own patterns, as they can showcase
intricate stitch patterns and allow for seamless construction. Moreover, circular
shawls provide a versatile canvas for experimentation with increases and
decreases.

Step 4: Plan Your Stitch Patterns

With the shawl shape in mind, it's time to plan your stitch patterns. Consider the
overall look you want to achieve. Are you aiming for a lacey shawl or a more
textured design? Browse through stitch pattern books or explore online resources
for inspiration. Take note of any stitch patterns that catch your eye and visualize
how they might complement your chosen shawl shape.

Step 5: Creating a Pattern Template

Designing a pattern template allows you to map out the construction of your
shawl. For circular shawls, a template will guide you in determining the stitch
counts and increases for each section. You can create this template using
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software programs like Excel or simply draw it out on graph paper. Pay attention
to the transition points between stitch patterns to ensure the design flows
seamlessly.

Step 6: Swatching and Sampling

Before delving into the actual knitting, it is essential to swatch and sample your
chosen stitch patterns. Swatching allows you to determine the gauge and ensure
that the stitch patterns you have selected work well together. Sampling different
stitch patterns will help you visualize how the colors blend and highlight the
chosen motifs. Make any necessary adjustments to your pattern based on these
swatches and samples.

Step 7: Knitting and Charting

Once you have completed your swatching and sampling, it's time to cast on and
start knitting your shawl. As you progress, refer to your pattern template and
make notes on any modifications or adjustments you make along the way.
Consider charting out your stitch patterns to keep track of the rows and repeats.
This can be especially helpful when working with intricate lace or cable patterns.

Step 8: Finishing Touches

When you reach the desired size or complete the last section of your shawl, it's
time for the finishing touches. This could include binding off, blocking, and adding
any additional embellishments like tassels or fringe. Blocking your shawl will help
even out the stitches and enhance the drape and shape of the finished garment.

Step 9: Showcasing Your Design

Finally, it's time to show off your stunning design. Wear your self-designed knitted
shawl with pride or gift it to someone special. Take pictures and share your



creation on social media or knitting forums to inspire and encourage other knitters
to experiment with designing their own shawls.

Designing your own knitted shawls can be a gratifying experience, allowing you to
express your creativity and showcase your knitting skills. By following the steps
outlined in this article, you can confidently embark on the journey of designing
and knitting your very own unique shawls. Remember to experiment, trust your
instincts, and have fun along the way. Happy knitting!
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Are You Ready to Learn How To Design Your Own Shawls?

Welcome to Shawl Design in Plain English, the Ultimate Crash Course on Shawl
Design!

Are you ready to discover how to create your own shawl knitting patterns? Are
you ready to learn how to turn your ideas for shawls into knitting patterns that
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sell? If you answer is a resounding 'Yes!', then this crash course on shawl design
is definitely for you.

Maybe you are an amateur just getting started, or perhaps you already know a
few things about this amazing craft and you'd like to reach the next level. Don't
worry, this course will approach shawl design from both starting points. The idea
is to get all the necessary skills to learn how to design shawls in almost no time.
You will learn from the ABCS of shawl knitting (the necessary supplies that you
need, all the stitches, all about yarn weights, and much more) to advance
techniques that can help you to make your own shawl knitting patterns.

Want to hear the best part? Every shawl shape covered in this book comes with a
pattern template (a recipe!) you can use as a starting point for your own designs.
You will be able to design shawls we can be proud of!

The idea is very simple. You will learn shawl design from zero to hero. We will go
from the root to the top of this amazing craft. And in the end you will have a
special bonus! So let's go for it!

Here Is A Preview Of What You'll Learn Inside...
• Welcome To Your Own Shawl Designs
• Circular Shawls
• Annular Shawls
• Crescent Shawls
• Faroese Shawls
• Pattern Templates
• Much, much more!
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