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Welcome to a journey through time, where we delve into the history that your
grandparents never had the chance to explore. In collaboration with Stanford
Studies in Jewish History, we will unveil the captivating stories and rich heritage
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hidden within the annals of Jewish history. Get ready to embark on an inspiring
adventure that will leave you amazed and enlightened.

The Origins of Jewish History

Jewish history spans thousands of years and encompasses a multitude of
experiences, triumphs, and tribulations. From ancient times to the modern era,
the Jewish people have left an indelible mark on world history. This in-depth
exploration will take you back to the roots of Jewish history, exploring the
evolution of Judaism, ancient civilizations, and the diaspora that shaped the
Jewish identity.
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Rise and Fall of Jewish Empires

As we navigate through time, we will witness the rise and fall of Jewish empires
that have significantly shaped various regions of the world. From the golden age
of King David and Solomon's Israel to the Babylonian and Roman conquests,
each turning point marks an important chapter in the Jewish story. Discover the
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leaders, events, and cultural contributions that have influenced the course of
history.

From Persecution to Renaissance

The trials and tribulations faced by the Jewish people have been a recurring
theme throughout history. The horrors of the Spanish Inquisition, the pogroms of
Eastern Europe, and the tragedy of the Holocaust are dark chapters that cannot
be ignored. However, amidst the darkest times, Jewish history also showcases an
unwavering spirit of resilience and determination. Explore the rise of Jewish
intellectual and cultural movements that emerged during the Renaissance and
beyond, leaving an enduring mark on society.

Contributions to Humanity

Beyond the confines of persecution and adversity, the Jewish people have made
remarkable contributions to various fields, greatly influencing the progression of
humanity. From groundbreaking advancements in medicine and science to
pioneering efforts in the arts and literature, Jewish individuals have left an
indelible impact on countless aspects of human civilization. Through the lens of
Stanford Studies in Jewish History, we will uncover lesser-known stories of
Jewish figures who helped shape the world we live in today.

The Legacy Continues

As we conclude our journey through Jewish history, it is important to
acknowledge that the legacy and impact of Jewish culture continue to thrive in the
modern world. Through the establishment of Israel and the ongoing preservation
of Jewish traditions and customs, the resilience of the Jewish people shines
brightly. Stanford Studies in Jewish History aims to further unravel and document
this vibrant legacy, ensuring that the voices of generations past are never
forgotten.



Rediscover the Untold Stories

With Stanford Studies in Jewish History as our guide, we have only scratched the
surface of the captivating narratives that lie within the annals of Jewish history.
The tales of triumph, survival, and contributions to humanity await your discovery.
Let us embark on this enthralling journey together and unravel the history that
your grandparents never had the opportunity to explore, enriching our
understanding of the world in the process.
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Ivan Jablonka's grandparents' lives ended long before his began: although Matès
and Idesa Jablonka were his family, they were perfect strangers. When he set out
to uncover their story, Jablonka had little to work with. Neither of them was the
least bit famous, and they left little behind except their two orphaned children, a
handful of letters, and a passport. Persecuted as communists in Poland, as
refugees in France, and then as Jews under the Vichy regime, Matès and Idesa
lived their short lives underground. They were overcome by the tragedies of the
twentieth century: Stalinism, the mounting dangers in Europe during the 1930s,
the Second World War, and the destruction of European Jews.

Jablonka's challenge was, as a historian, to rigorously distance himself and yet,
as family, to invest himself completely in their story. Imagined oppositions
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collapsed—between scholarly research and personal commitment, between
established facts and the passion of the one recording them, between history and
the art of storytelling. To write this book, Jablonka traveled to three continents;
met the handful of survivors of his grandparents' era, their descendants, and
some of his far-flung cousins; and investigated twenty different archives. And in
the process, he reflected on his own family and his responsibilities to his father,
the orphaned son, and to his own children and the family wounds they all
inherited.

A History of the Grandparents I Never Had cannot bring Matès and Idesa to life,
but Jablonka succeeds in bringing them, as he soberly puts it, to light. The result
is a gripping story, a profound reflection, and an absolutely extraordinary history.
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