Helping Nature Thrive In Cities: Orca
Footprints 12

When we think of nature, our minds often drift to images of serene forests,
bubbling rivers, or vast mountains. However, nature is not confined to untouched
landscapes. It can also thrive in the most unexpected of places, such as cities.
With the constant growth of urbanization, it has become crucial for us to find ways
to coexist with nature in our concrete jungles. One of the most innovative
examples of this is showcased in the Orca Footprints 12 project, which aims to
transform cities into sustainable and eco-friendly habitats for both humans and

wildlife.

The Importance of Nature in Cities

Cities are often associated with pollution, congestion, and noise, but they also
offer unique opportunities for nature to flourish. By integrating green spaces,
sustainable infrastructure, and wildlife-friendly strategies, urban areas can
become thriving ecosystems that support biodiversity and enhance the quality of

life for its inhabitants - both human and non-human alike.

Studies have shown that access to nature in cities improves mental and physical
health, reduces stress, and increases happiness. In addition, urban green spaces
contribute to air purification, carbon sequestration, temperature regulation, and
stormwater management. By nurturing nature in cities, we can address the
negative impacts of urbanization while creating more sustainable, resilient, and

enjoyable living environments.
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The Orca Footprints 12 Project

The Orca Footprints 12 project is a ground-breaking initiative that aims to
stimulate the growth of urban ecosystems by inspiring and connecting people
from all walks of life. Launched by a team of passionate environmentalists and
architects, the project is centered around the concept of creating nature-positive

cities.

Orca Footprints 12 is named after orcas, the majestic marine mammals that often
serve as a symbol of intelligence and resilience. The number 12 represents the
twelve core principles that guide the project, including community engagement,
sustainable design, ecological connectivity, and biodiversity conservation. By
adhering to these principles, the project envisions a future where cities coexist

harmoniously with nature.

Methods and Strategies

To transform cities into nature-positive spaces, the Orca Footprints 12 project
employs a range of innovative methods and strategies. These include creating
green roofs and walls, developing urban forests and corridors, promoting wildlife-
friendly architecture, implementing sustainable transportation systems, and

encouraging community involvement.
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Green roofs and walls serve as natural insulation, reducing the energy needs of
buildings, while also providing urban habitats for birds, insects, and plants. Urban
forests and corridors connect fragmented green spaces to create larger habitats,
benefiting both wildlife populations and humans. Wildlife-friendly architecture
integrates features like bird-friendly glass, bat boxes, and pollinator-friendly
landscapes, enabling the coexistence of various species within urban
environments. Sustainable transportation systems prioritize pedestrian and
cycling infrastructure, reducing the reliance on cars and promoting healthier

lifestyles.

Furthermore, community involvement plays a crucial role in the success of the
Orca Footprints 12 project. By engaging citizens in urban gardening, educational
programs, and citizen science initiatives, the project fosters a sense of ownership
and connection to nature. This not only establishes a more sustainable
relationship between people and the environment but also promotes social

cohesion and community well-being.

Benefits and Success Stories

The positive impacts of the Orca Footprints 12 project are already visible in
several cities around the world. Singapore, for example, has successfully
transformed its urban landscape through the implementation of innovative nature-
positive strategies. The city-state now boasts an extensive network of green
spaces, vertical gardens, and nature reserves, which have contributed to a

considerable increase in biodiversity and improved quality of life for its residents.

Other success stories include Barcelona's superblocks, which prioritize
pedestrians and green spaces over cars, and Portland's commitment to urban
rewilding, which aims to restore natural ecosystems within the city limits. These

examples inspire and demonstrate the vast potential for cities to become



sustainable habitats that foster human well-being and biodiversity conservation

simultaneously.

The Orca Footprints 12 project paves the way for a new era in urban planning
and design. By acknowledging the importance of nature in cities, we can create
sustainable and resilient habitats that thrive with biodiversity and improve the
quality of life for all living beings. As cities continue to grow, it is crucial that we
prioritize nature-positive strategies and embrace the coexistence of urban
environments and the natural world. The Orca Footprints 12 project serves as a
beacon of hope, showing us that with innovation, dedication, and community

involvement, we can create harmonious and thriving cities that are truly in tune

with nature.
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Going wild. We don't see it as a good thing. And why would we? For most of our
time on earth, humanity has been running from lions and other wilderness
dangers. We've worked hard to make our local landscapes as safe and

convenient as possible. Sometimes that's meant paving over areas that might
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burst into weeds. Other times, we've dammed rivers for electricity or irrigation.
But now pollution, climate change and disruptions to the water cycle are affecting
the world in ways we never anticipated. What if the new key to making our lives

safer (and even healthier) is to allow the wilderness back into our cities?
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