
Good Horse Has No Color - The Beauty of
Equine Diversity
When it comes to horses, there is a saying that a good horse has no color. This
ancient proverb holds true as it emphasizes that a horse's true value lies not in its
appearance, but in its character, temperament, and abilities. Each horse
possesses unique traits and qualities that make them special, regardless of their
coat color.

The Myth of Coat Color

In the world of horse enthusiasts, debates over coat colors are a regular
occurrence. Some argue that certain colors are more desirable or prestigious
than others, erroneously equating appearance with superiority. However,
experienced equestrians know that a horse's worth goes far beyond its outer
appearance.

Coat colors come in a vast variety, ranging from the elegant black to the striking
chestnut, the stunning palomino to the regal gray, and everything in between.
Each color carries its own charm, capturing the attention and admiration of riders
and spectators alike. It is essential to appreciate the beauty and diversity that
these colors bring to the equine world.
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The True Measure of a Good Horse

Instead of focusing solely on external traits such as color, a good horse is
evaluated by its intrinsic qualities. Temperament, intelligence, trainability,
athleticism, and soundness are some of the vital factors. These attributes
determine whether a horse is well-suited for a particular discipline or task and
contribute to its overall value.

A good horse possesses a calm and willing temperament, enabling it to
cooperate and build a strong bond with its rider. This characteristic is not
dependent on color but is found in horses of all shades. Intelligence plays a
significant role in a horse's ability to learn and adapt quickly, making it an ideal
companion for various equestrian activities.

Trainability is another crucial aspect, as a willing learner can be molded into an
exceptional partner. Horses with remarkable trainability can excel in disciplines
such as dressage, show jumping, eventing, or even trail riding. These skills have
nothing to do with coat color but everything to do with the horse's attitude and
natural talent.
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Celebrating the Diversity

Instead of disregarding or demeaning horses based on their coat color, it is
important to celebrate the uniqueness they bring to the equine world. The variety
of colors presents an opportunity for equestrians to express their personal
preferences and style. A colorful palette of horses enhances the charm and visual
appeal of equestrian events and competitions.

The equestrian community is becoming increasingly aware that every horse,
regardless of color, has something valuable to offer. By embracing this diversity, a
richer and more inclusive equine world emerges. It opens doors to discovering
new talents in different horses and appreciating the beauty they possess in their
own distinct way.

Removing Prejudices

Unfortunately, prejudices regarding horse coat colors still prevail in some sectors
of the equine industry. Some buyers prioritize specific colors over qualities,
leading to misconceptions and overlooking quality horses. It is crucial to educate
potential buyers and enthusiasts about the significance of focusing on traits
beyond mere appearance.

To combat these prejudices, it is essential to promote information and resources
that emphasize the importance of evaluating a horse holistically. Education about
the characteristics, strengths, and suitability of various breeds can significantly
contribute to debunking superficial judgments based on coat color alone.

The Beauty in Every Horse

Every horse is unique, and the beauty of a good horse extends far beyond its
physical appearance. Embracing equine diversity fosters a spirit of inclusivity and
appreciation for the individuality that each horse represents. By looking beyond



the surface, equestrians can recognize and value the true worth of every horse
they encounter.

In , a good horse has no color. The worth of a horse lies in its character, abilities,
and temperament, rather than its external appearance. The debate around coat
colors should not overshadow the true qualities that make a horse exceptional.
By celebrating equine diversity and removing prejudices, the equestrian world
can truly appreciate the beauty in every horse.
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After several visits to study the medieval Icelandic sagas, Nancy Marie Brown
returns to Iceland to search for the perfect horse, one she can bring back to her
Pennsylvania farm and make her own. She arrives shaken by tragedy, uncertain
of the language, lacking confidence in her riding skills, but determined to make
her search a success. She finds inspiration in the country’s austere and majestic
landscape, which is alive with the ghosts of an adventure-filled past. In the
glacier-carved hinterland, she rides a variety of Icelandic horses—some spirited,
willful, even heroic; others docile, trusting, or tame. She also meets an
assortment of horse owners, who can be as independent and stubborn as the
animals they breed. Little by little, visiting legendary horse farms, watching skillful
riders, taking sea-splashed treks with opinionated experts, she opens herself up
to the strange and wonderful world she’s entered. She discovers what makes
Icelandic horses unique—why they are celebrated in glorious sagas and
protected by national law. She also learns much about herself as a horsewoman
and, more importantly, discovers what she is really looking for, in a horse and in
her life. Evocative, clear-headed, and richly described, this book is for anyone
who has at some time in their life searched for something perfect.
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