
Gilbern Cars Michael Burgess: The Untold
Story of an Iconic Car Manufacturer
If you are a car enthusiast, then the name Gilbern Cars Michael Burgess might
ring a bell. This iconic car manufacturer, known for their craftsmanship and
unique designs, left an indelible mark in the automotive industry. In this article, we
will uncover the untold story of Gilbern Cars Michael Burgess, exploring their
history, the man behind the brand, and the legacy they left behind.

A Brief History of Gilbern Cars

In the early 1960s, a young and ambitious engineer named Giles Smith and
Bernard Friese joined forces to create a car manufacturing company that would
redefine the British automotive industry. Combining their names, Gilbern Cars
was born. With their shared passion for engineering and design, Smith and Friese
set out to build exceptional sports cars that would rival the industry giants.

The first Gilbern car, the GT Mk 1, was unveiled in 1960. It quickly gained
popularity for its striking design and impressive performance. The GT Mk 1
featured a tubular chassis, a fiberglass body, and a wide range of engine options,
providing customers with a personalized driving experience.
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As the demand for their cars grew, Gilbern Cars Michael Burgess expanded their
lineup with the of the Genie in 1966. This powerful sports car boasted a V6
engine, ensuring exhilarating speed and agility on the road. The Genie became a
symbol of British engineering excellence, propelling Gilbern Cars into the
international spotlight.

Throughout the 1970s, Gilbern Cars continued to produce exceptional vehicles,
including the Invader and the T11. These models showcased the brand's
commitment to innovation and quality, solidifying their position as one of the
leading car manufacturers in the United Kingdom.

The Man Behind the Brand: Michael Burgess

To truly understand the legacy of Gilbern Cars, we must delve into the life of its
founder, Michael Burgess. Born in 1930, Burgess was a visionary entrepreneur
who had a natural inclination towards engineering. He recognized the potential of
Gilbern Cars and acquired the company in 1967, steering it towards new heights
of success.

Under Burgess' leadership, Gilbern Cars Michael Burgess experienced a period
of unprecedented growth. He combined his engineering expertise with a keen
business acumen, propelling the brand towards international acclaim. Burgess'
commitment to excellence and innovation led to numerous accolades, firmly
establishing Gilbern Cars as a formidable player in the automotive industry.

Burgess' dedication to quality craftsmanship resonated with car enthusiasts
worldwide. His relentless pursuit of perfection resulted in some of the most iconic
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sports cars ever produced. Burgess' vision pushed the boundaries of design and
performance, inspiring future generations of car manufacturers.

The Legacy of Gilbern Cars Michael Burgess

Although Gilbern Cars Michael Burgess ceased production in the late 1970s, their
legacy lives on in the hearts of car enthusiasts. The cars produced by this iconic
manufacturer have become sought-after collectors' items, showcasing the
timeless elegance and engineering prowess that defined the brand.

Today, vintage Gilbern cars can still be seen on the roads, cherished by their
owners and admired by passersby. These vehicles serve as a reminder of the
ingenuity and passion that fueled Gilbern Cars Michael Burgess during their
heyday.

While the company may no longer be in operation, the impact it had on the
automotive industry is undeniable. Gilbern Cars Michael Burgess paved the way
for future British car manufacturers, setting the standard for craftsmanship,
performance, and innovation. Their influence can be seen in the designs of
modern sports cars, paying homage to the timeless beauty and engineering
excellence of Gilbern Cars.

In

Gilbern Cars Michael Burgess will forever be remembered as a pioneer in the
automotive industry. Their commitment to excellence, unique designs, and
unwavering passion for engineering set them apart from their competitors.

It is important to celebrate the legacies of visionary individuals like Michael
Burgess, as they remind us of the power of innovation and determination. Gilbern



Cars will forever hold a special place in the hearts of car enthusiasts, serving as a
testament to the ingenuity and passion of the British automotive industry.

If you ever have the opportunity to witness a vintage Gilbern car in person, take a
moment to appreciate the craftsmanship and the untold story of the legendary
Gilbern Cars Michael Burgess.
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"The Gilbern motorcar was the only motorcar to ever be produced in Wales and
made use of the iconic Welsh Dragon for a badge. Over the short period of 1959
to1973 it evolved through several changes of ownership from a basic enthusiast’s
sporty coupe to a gentleman’s sporting tourer. Some of the manufacturer’s
models included the Gilbern GT, Gilbern Genie and Gilbern Invader - all are
featured here.

With a wealth of fascinating illustrations, Michael Burgess charts the story of this
remarkable company. This is an essential read for anybody with an interest in the
history of British car manufacturers."
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