
Get ready for an adventure: Discover the best
hikes near Madison!
Madison, the picturesque capital of Wisconsin, is not just known for its stunning
lakes and vibrant cultural scene. The city is also surrounded by some of the most
breathtaking natural landscapes, making it a haven for hiking enthusiasts.
Whether you're a seasoned hiker or a beginner looking for an outdoor escape,
Madison offers a variety of trails that cater to every skill level. So grab your hiking
boots, pack your backpack, and get ready to explore the best hikes near
Madison!

1. Devil's Lake State Park

Located just 30 miles north of Madison, Devil's Lake State Park is an outdoor
paradise that shouldn't be missed. The park is renowned for its stunning quartzite
bluffs, clear blue lake, and captivating hiking trails. With over 29 miles of trails,
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hikers can choose from easy strolls along the shore or challenging climbs up the
bluffs. Don't forget to bring your camera to capture the breathtaking views of the
lake from the top!

2. Indian Lake County Park

If you're looking for a peaceful escape from the city, Indian Lake County Park is
the perfect destination. Just a short drive from Madison, this park offers a serene
setting with its tranquil lake, rolling hills, and lush forests. The hiking trails at
Indian Lake County Park cater to all levels of hikers, with options for leisurely
walks or more challenging treks. Keep an eye out for the abundant wildlife that
calls this park home!
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Situated around 40 miles west of Madison, Governor Dodge State Park is a gem
for outdoor enthusiasts. With its diverse landscapes of wooded hills, valleys, and
two beautiful lakes, this park offers a wide range of hiking opportunities. The
park's trails vary in length and difficulty, ensuring there's something for everyone.
After a rewarding hike, don't forget to visit Stephens Falls, a stunning waterfall
nestled within the park.

4. Ice Age National Scenic Trail

The Ice Age National Scenic Trail stretches over 1,000 miles across Wisconsin,
including sections near Madison. This historic trail takes hikers through a journey
back in time, showcasing the geological wonders created by the Ice Age. With its
rolling hills, glacial drumlins, and picturesque forests, this trail offers hikers a truly
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unique experience. Lace up your boots and embark on a hiking adventure along
this extraordinary trail!

5. Pheasant Branch Conservancy

For a peaceful and scenic hike, head to Pheasant Branch Conservancy, located
just a short distance from downtown Madison. This 550-acre nature preserve is a
haven for birdwatchers and nature enthusiasts. The park offers a network of trails
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that wind through prairies, wetlands, and forests. As you hike, keep an eye out for
the diverse bird species, as well as the occasional deer or fox. Pheasant Branch
Conservancy is a true hidden gem near Madison!

In

Madison's natural beauty extends far beyond its city limits. From the stunning
bluffs of Devil's Lake State Park to the serene trails of Pheasant Branch
Conservancy, the best hikes near Madison offer an abundance of natural
wonders waiting to be explored. So whether you're seeking an adrenaline-
pumping adventure or a peaceful escape, these trails are sure to satisfy your
hiking desires. Don't wait any longer – grab your gear and start discovering the
unforgettable hikes near Madison today!
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from the Capital City State Trail to Devil’s Lake State Park. The hikes offer skyline
views, a range of landscapes, and wildlife viewing opportunities. Whether you’re
in the mood for an easy nature walk or a day-long hike, this guide offers plenty to
choose from: • Picnic Point
• Pheasant Branch Conservancy
• Gibraltar Rock
• Blue Mound State Park
• Pope Farm Park
• Meadow Valley and Cave Trails  Each hike features full-color photos; a brief
route description; thorough directions to the trailhead (GPS coordinates included);
a detailed, full-color trail map; and at-a-glance information on distance and
difficulty level, hiking time, canine compatibility, and fees and permits. Inside
you’ll also find a Trail Finder that categorizes each hike (e.g., for attractions such
as views, and if it’s suitable for families with kids); Green Tips; and information
about local lore, points of interest, and the area’s wildlife. 
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