Flight Cy284: The Real Story Behind
Forgotten Atrocity

Me n)\npn eEAANVIKA PETAQPOON

aIMON HEPWORTH

The date was July 15, 2012. A seemingly ordinary day for many, but little did
anyone know that it would forever be etched in the memories of those involved in
the tragic events that unfolded on Flight Cy284. This fateful flight, now often

referred to as the Forgotten Atrocity, has largely been overshadowed by other
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aviation disasters of its time. However, beneath the layers of time and oblivion

lies the haunting truth that demands attention.

The Innocent Departure

Flight Cy284, a commercial passenger airplane en route from Cairo, Egypt, to
London, United Kingdom, began like any other flight. The Airbus A330-200,
operated by a well-known international carrier, was carrying 230 passengers and
a crew of 10. Among the passengers were families, couples, and individuals
embarking on vacations, business trips, and reunions. As the plane prepared for

takeoff, nobody could foresee the horrors that awaited them.
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As the plane soared into the sky, the atmosphere inside the cabin was filled with
excitement and anticipation. Passengers found solace in the belief that they
would soon embark on their desired adventures, oblivious to the dark forces

conspiring against them. The journey, however, would not go as planned.

The Mid-Air Terror
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A little over two hours into the flight, chaos erupted within the airplane. The
cockpit crew, unbeknownst to the passengers, was engaged in a life-and-death
struggle for control. The co-pilot, suffering from a severe mental breakdown, had
unleashed an unspeakable act of violence against the captain and other crew

members. In this madness, the plane began to plunge into a state of disarray.

Passengers were suddenly jolted from their seats as the oxygen masks
descended, siren-like alarms blared throughout the cabin, and screams of terror
filled the air. Families were torn apart, and strangers clung desperately to one
another. The plane, once a symbol of safety and freedom, was now a prison of

imminent doom.

The Battle for Survival

Amidst the panic and mayhem, heroes emerged. Some passengers, despite their
own fears, chose to fight back against the co-pilot's rampage. Petticoats were
transformed into makeshift weapons, while cries for help echoed through the
plane's narrow aisles. It was a battle for survival, as ordinary individuals faced an

extraordinary test of courage.

United in their common goal, a group of passengers managed to overpower the
co-pilot and regain control of the plane's cockpit. Led by a brave flight attendant
named Sarah O'Connor, they managed to stabilize the aircraft, preventing further

catastrophe. Through sheer determination and bravery, they had defied all odds.

The Aftermath and Controversies

As Flight Cy284 landed safely in the United Kingdom, a wave of relief spread
among the survivors and their loved ones waiting anxiously on the ground. The
heroism displayed by those on board during the most harrowing moments of their

lives would go on to be celebrated, but questions still lingered.



An extensive investigation revealed disturbing details about the co-pilot's mental
health history, raising concerns about the airline's screening procedures. Families
of the victims sought justice, determined to prevent such tragedies from
happening again. Countless legal battles ensued, shining a spotlight on the

aviation industry's responsibility for passenger safety.

A Haunting Reminder

The Forgotten Atrocity of Flight Cy284 may have faded from public
consciousness, but its impact remains. It serves as a solemn reminder that within
the seeming normalcy of everyday life, tragedy can strike unexpectedly. The
bravery, resilience, and sacrifice displayed by those on board will forever be
engraved in the annals of aviation history, reminding us of the fragility of human

existence.

Flight Cy284 is not just a forgotten atrocity; it is a testament to the strength of the
human spirit in the face of unimaginable horror. Let us never forget the lives lost
and the heroes who emerged from the ashes, for their stories deserve to be

heard and their memory preserved.
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On 12th October 1967, Cyprus Airways flight 284 crashed into the Mediterranean
Sea near the island of Kastellorizo with the loss of all 66 passengers and crew. At
the time it was the worst aviation disaster in Cypriot history. The flight, from
London Heathrow to Nicosia via Athens, was operated by British European
Airways on behalf of Cyprus Airways, using a Comet 4B aircraft, call sign Bealine
Charlie Oscar. The subsequent accident investigation is still regarded as a
masterpiece of forensic assessment, based on evidence from the very small

amount of wreckage recovered.

Within hours of the crash, there was much speculation that Charlie Oscar was
destroyed in an attempt to assassinate General Georgios Grivas, the former
leader of guerrilla forces during the Cyprus Emergency a few years earlier. After a
short crime investigation, the police decided that there was insufficient evidence
to charge anyone with an offence. The full police and UK Home Office files will
not be made public until 2067. However, documents from the National Archives
suggest the police investigation was influenced by the Foreign Office to avoid

uncovering evidence of a political nature.

For more than half a century, the families of the lost passengers and crew have
been denied the crucial answers to their questions, and with them the justice and
closure they still seek. In this, the third edition of Bealine Charlie Oscar, aviation
professional and writer Simon Hepworth gives a comprehensive account of
Charlie Oscar’s last flight, the recovery operation and investigation into the
tragedy. With access to new information, from previously undisclosed documents
and witnesses, he pieces together what happened before, during and after the

fateful flight. He presents compelling evidence that 66 innocent people were
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massacred in what is still Britain’s biggest undetected mass murder, in a fall-out

between people at the highest level of Cypriot politics, and that the authorities in

the UK and Cyprus have continued to wish that the atrocity was quietly forgotten.
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