Fiery Temporalities In Theatre And
Performance: Exploring the Transformative
Power of the Stage

methuen | drama

FIERY
TEMPORALITIES IN
THEATRE AND
PERFORMANCE

lhe Initiation of History

Maurya Wickstrom

When the curtain rises, a spectacle begins. The stage is set ablaze with

emotions, stories, and characters brought to life by the actors and performers.
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Theatre and performance art have always had the remarkable ability to transport
us into different worlds, ignite our imaginations, and ignite our souls. One aspect
of this transformative power lies in the fiery temporalities that are created within

the realm of the stage.

What are Fiery Temporalities?

Fiery temporalities refer to the intense, immersive, and time-altering experiences
that are cultivated within theatrical performances. These moments captivate the
audience, suspending their sense of reality, and enabling them to become fully

engrossed in the world unfolding before their eyes.
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In theatrical terms, fiery temporalities can manifest in various forms. They can be
ignited by dynamic performances, mesmerizing stage designs, intricate
soundscapes, or innovative lighting techniques. It is through these artistic
elements that theatre and performance create an ephemeral world that is both

captivating and transformative.
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Immersive Performances: A Gateway to Temporality
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One of the most effective ways theatre and performance art create fiery
temporalities is through immersive experiences. Immersive performances break
the conventional boundaries of the stage and invite the audience to actively

participate in the narrative.
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In such productions, the audience becomes an integral part of the performance.
They are not mere spectators but actively engage with the characters, settings,
and emotions unfolding around them. Whether it's interactive theatre, site-specific
performances, or virtual reality experiences, these immersive productions draw

the audience into a temporal world entirely different from their own.

This blurring of boundaries between reality and fiction deepens the fiery
temporalities experienced by the audience. It challenges their perceptions,
suspends their understanding of time, and allows them to explore new

dimensions of their imagination.

The Transformative Power of Time Manipulation

Time manipulation is another potent tool that theatre and performance employ to
create fiery temporalities. Through precisely choreographed sequences, plays
and performances can alter the audience's perception of time, making seconds

feel like hours or compressing years within a single act.

By manipulating time, performances can heighten emotions and intensify the

audience's connection to the story. Time dilation or compression can magnify the
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impact of crucial moments, allowing the audience to fully experience the depth of

characters' emotions, whether it's anguish, joy, or suspense.

Time manipulation also enables performances to explore complex themes that
span across generations or delve into the intricacies of human existence. It
provides a unique perspective that transcends everyday reality, immersing the
audience in a temporality that challenges and expands their understanding of

existence itself.

Fire as a Symbol of Temporal Intensity
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Fire has long been regarded as a powerful symbol of transformation and intensity.
It represents passion, destruction, and rebirth. Within the realm of theatre and

performance, fire becomes an emblematic tool to enhance fiery temporalities.

The use of fire on stage, whether literal or symbolic, can evoke intense emotions

within the audience. It incites a sense of urgency, heightens tension, and adds a
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visceral element to the performance. The flickering flames become a visual

representation of the temporal intensity unfolding in front of the spectators' eyes.

Furthermore, fire symbolism in theatrical productions can signify moments of
revelation, catharsis, or transformation. It serves as a metaphorical instrument
that intensifies the impact of pivotal scenes, creating an indelible imprint on the

audience's collective memory.

The Intersection of Technology and Temporality
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As technology continues to advance, it intertwines more deeply with the realm of
theatre and performance, further expanding the possibilities of creating fiery
temporalities. Technological innovations, such as projection mapping, holography,
and virtual reality, are revolutionizing the stage and enabling performers to

transport the audience into unimaginable realms.


http://indexdiscoveries.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcFN5L2xQcjhKREc0aXM5L0E0ZCszbWpYdUNpRnN5SzZQbFFNZUVuUkpGUDJjQ2l0bnZkajNLR3JXR3krd05nR1k0WEdjNjVFNDNYb3k4SWFsekQ4OEorS2dpanNGSmFDL1NSWmdEdlhnbjJvRTB2WHl3U2dYQWovYngrTWVtRWpxT3NORjB3U01OVS91RzNObTZqeDc4Zz09:f4.pdf

These technological advancements create breathtaking visual and auditory
experiences, blurring the lines between the real and the virtual. They augment the
theatrical performance by offering unparalleled immersive journeys through time

and space.

By harnessing technology, theatre and performance can stretch the boundaries of
temporality, enveloping the audience in mesmerizing worlds that seem far beyond
the limitations of reality. From futuristic dystopias to historical reenactments,

these technological marvels bring extraordinary temporalities alive on stage.

Embracing Fiery Temporalities: Enriching the Theatrical Experience
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Fiery temporalities in theatre and performance stand as a testament to the
remarkable transformative power of the stage. They offer us the opportunity to
escape the mundane realities of everyday life and dive headfirst into the depths

of imagination and emotion.

By immersing the audience in immersive experiences, manipulating time and

utilizing powerful symbols such as fire, theatre and performance art ignite the
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fiery temporalities that leave a lasting impact. They challenge our perceptions,
broaden our understanding of the world, and invoke emotions that resonate long

after the final ovation.

So, the next time you find yourself sitting in the dimly lit theatre, let go of your
sense of time and allow the fiery temporalities to engulf you. Immerse yourself in
the performance, let the manipulation of time deepen your connection, and be
prepared to be transported to a world where the flames of creativity and

imagination burn brightly.
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Fiery Temporalities in Theatre and Performance: The Initiation of History takes up
the urgent need to think about temporality and its relationship to history in new
ways, focusing on theatre and performance as mediums through which politically
innovative temporalities, divorced from historical processionism and the future,
are inaugurated. Wickstrom is guided by three temporal concepts: the new
present, the penultimate, and kairos, as developed by Alain Badiou, Giorgio

Agamben, and Antonio Negri respectively. She works across a field of
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performance that includes play texts by Aimé Césaire and C.L.R. James, and
performances from Ni'Ja Whitson to Cassils, the Gob Squad to William Kentridge
and African colonial revolts, Hofesh Schechter to Forced Entertainment to Andrew
Schneider and Omar Rajeh. Along the way she also engages with Walter
Benjamin, black international and radical thought and performance, Bruno Latour,

Stefano Harney and Fred Moten's logistics and the hold, and accelerationism.

Representing a significant contribution to the growing interest in temporality in
Theatre and Performance Studies, the book offers alternatives to what have been
prevailing temporal preoccupations in those fields. Countering investments in
phenomenology, finitude, ghosting, repetition, and return, Wickstrom argues that
theatre and performance can create a fiery sense of how to change time and

thereby nominate a new possibility for what it means to live.
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