
Exploring Ohio’s Capital City: Discovering the
Past in the Present
Ohio, a state rich in history and culture, is home to many vibrant cities that
seamlessly blend the past with the present. Among these cities, Ohio’s capital city
stands out as a treasure trove of historical landmarks, museums, and immersive
experiences. In this article, we will embark on a journey to explore the captivating
city of Columbus, Ohio, and uncover the hidden traces of history that continue to
inspire and shape its present.

The Vibrant Heart of Ohio

Situated in the central part of the state, Columbus serves as the beating heart of
Ohio. As the state capital, this thriving city boasts a perfect balance between
historical preservation and modern development. The city’s diverse architecture
reflects various periods, offering a fascinating glimpse into its past. From the
stunning Greek revival style of the Ohio Statehouse to the towering skyscrapers
of the downtown district, Columbus effortlessly blends its rich history with
contemporary charm.

Stepping onto the streets of Columbus feels like entering a time warp, as each
corner tells a unique story. Strolling through the neighborhoods, you can admire
picturesque Victorian-era homes proudly standing alongside sleek modern
residences. The Short North Arts District, known for its vibrant galleries, trendy
boutiques, and charming cafes, embodies this eclectic mix, inviting you to wander
through the pages of history.
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History Alive: Museums and Historic Sites

No exploration of Columbus is complete without delving into its captivating
museums and historic sites. The Ohio History Center, located just a short drive
from downtown, beckons with its extensive exhibits and collections, showcasing
Ohio’s history from ancient times to the present. Dive into the past through
interactive displays, historical artifacts, and immersive experiences that bring the
stories of Ohio to life.

For history enthusiasts, a visit to the German Village is a must. This preserved
neighborhood takes you back to the 19th century, with its cobblestone streets,
quaint houses, and charming gardens. Wander through the enchanting Book Loft,
the nation's largest independent bookstore, housed in a pre-Civil War era
building. Immerse yourself in the literary history that echoes in the shelves of this
cultural gem.

The past is not only preserved in physical structures but also celebrated in
various festivals that showcase Ohio’s rich heritage. The Ohio State Fair, held
annually at the Ohio Expo Center, provides an opportunity to experience the
agricultural traditions and spirit of the state. With its thrilling rides, live
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entertainment, and mouthwatering fair food, it is a celebration that both young
and old can enjoy.

Uncovering Ohio’s Ancient Roots

Aside from its more recent history, Columbus is also surrounded by ancient
mysteries and archaeological wonders. Venture outside the city to explore the
Adena Mound and Burial Site, a National Historic Landmark that dates back to
800 BC. This impressive earthwork, built by the Adena culture, offers a
fascinating glimpse into Ohio’s indigenous past.

Another ideal spot for history enthusiasts is Serpent Mound, an ancient Native
American effigy mound located in nearby Peebles. Shaped like a winding
serpent, the mound is the largest surviving example of an effigy mound and is
believed to have been built by the ancient Adena or Fort Ancient cultures.
Exploring this awe-inspiring site allows you to connect with the ancient peoples
who once roamed the land of Ohio.

Modern Marvels: The Present Meets the Past

While Columbus embraces its history, it also thrives as a modern city, offering a
vibrant and dynamic lifestyle for residents and visitors alike. The city’s renowned
science center, COSI, is an interactive museum that sparks curiosity and inspires
visitors to explore the wonders of science. From exhibitions on space exploration
to hands-on activities, COSI combines education and entertainment, making it a
must-visit for families and science enthusiasts.

Columbus is also a haven for art lovers, with its numerous galleries and
impressive public art installations. The Columbus Museum of Art, home to a
diverse collection of American and European works, showcases both historical
and contemporary art. Meanwhile, the Scioto Mile Riverfront Park, with its



stunning fountains and sculptures, offers a delightful blend of nature and art that
invites visitors to relax and contemplate.

The Columbus Food Scene: A Gourmet Journey

No exploration of a city is complete without savoring its culinary delights, and
Columbus does not disappoint. The city’s vibrant food scene encompasses a
wide array of cuisines, from traditional American fare to international flavors that
celebrate the diverse communities that call Columbus home.

For a taste of Columbus’ past, pay a visit to Schmidt’s Sausage Haus, a German
restaurant that has been serving its famous sausages since 1886. Indulge in their
mouthwatering sausages, sauerkraut, and cream puffs, while enjoying the lively
atmosphere and live music.

If you prefer something more contemporary, head to the North Market, a bustling
public market that offers a gastronomic adventure for food enthusiasts. Sample a
variety of cuisines, from gourmet sandwiches to delectable pastries, and immerse
yourself in the vibrant atmosphere of this culinary hotspot.

As we conclude our journey through Columbus, Ohio, it becomes clear that the
past and present seamlessly merge in this vibrant city. From its stunning
architecture to its captivating museums and historic sites, Columbus embraces its
history while thriving as a modern cultural hub.

Whether you find yourself admiring the Victorian-era homes in the Short North
Arts District or immersing yourself in the ancient mysteries of the Adena Mound
and Serpent Mound, Columbus offers an unparalleled opportunity to discover the
past in the present.



So pack your bags and embark on an exciting adventure to Ohio’s capital city,
where the stories of the past continue to shape the present, leaving visitors
inspired and forever connected to this remarkable place.
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Ever look at a modern skyscraper or a vacant lot and wonder what was there
before? Or maybe you have passed an old house and been curious about who
lived there long ago. This richly illustrated new book celebrates Columbus,
Ohio’s, two-hundred-year history and supplies intriguing stories about the city’s
buildings and celebrated citizens, stopping at individual addresses, street
corners, parks, and riverbanks where history was made. As Columbus celebrates
its bicentennial in 2012, a guide to local history is very relevant.

Like Columbus itself, the city’s history is underrated. Some events are of national
importance; no one would deny that Abraham Lincoln’s funeral procession down
High Street was a historical highlight. But the authors have also included a wealth
of social and entertainment history from Columbus’s colorful history as state
capital and destination for musicians, artists, and sports teams.
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The book is divided into seventeen chapters, each representing a section of the
city, including Statehouse Square, German Village, and Franklinton, the city’s
original settlement in 1797. Each chapter opens with an entertaining story that
precedes the site listings. Sites are clearly numbered on maps in each section to
make it easy for readers to visit the places that pique their interest. Many rare and
historic photos are reproduced along with stunning contemporary images that
offer insight into the ways Columbus has changed over the years.

A Historical Guidebook to Old Columbus invites Columbus’s families to rediscover
their city with a treasure trove of stories from its past and suggests to visitors and
new residents many interesting places that they might not otherwise find. This
new book is certain to amuse and inform for years to come.
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