
England, France, and the Welsh Rebellion in
the Late Middle Ages

During the Late Middle Ages, tensions ran high in Europe as political power
struggles and rebellions were commonplace. In this article, we delve into the rich
history of England, France, and the Welsh Rebellion, exploring the causes,
events, and aftermath of this significant period.
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The Power Struggle: England and France

The Late Middle Ages witnessed intense rivalries between England and France,
both vying for supremacy in Europe. As two powerful nations, they engaged in
numerous conflicts and wars that shaped the political landscape of the time.
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One such conflict was the Hundred Years' War, a prolonged struggle between
England and France from 1337 to 1453. This war resulted from various disputes
over territories, feudal obligations, and conflicts among ruling dynasties. The
battles and shifting fortunes during this war were pivotal in shaping the history
and relations between the two nations.

The Rise of the Welsh Rebellion

While the power struggle between England and France raged on, another
significant event was unfolding in Wales. The Welsh Rebellion, also known as the
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Glyndŵr Rising, marked a turning point in the relationship between England and
Wales.

In the late 14th century, tensions were rising in Wales due to the repressive rule
imposed by the English crown. Resentment against English control, cultural
suppression, and economic exploitation fueled a sense of nationalism among the
Welsh people.

Owain Glyndŵr, a Welsh nobleman turned rebel leader, emerged as the
figurehead for the Welsh Rebellion. He defied the English crown, leading a
popular uprising against the oppressive regime. Glyndŵr's charismatic leadership
and military successes drew widespread support from the Welsh population.

The Welsh Rebellion Unleashed

In 1400, Glyndŵr officially declared his revolt against English rule, challenging the
authority of King Henry IV. The rebellion quickly gained momentum, with various
Welsh lords and supporters joining forces with Glyndŵr.

Glyndŵr's forces managed to gain control of several strategic castles and towns,
effectively challenging English dominance in Wales. The rebellion showcased the
resilience and determination of the Welsh people in their fight for independence
and self-governance.

The English Response and French Intervention

The English crown, already dealing with conflicts on multiple fronts, could not
afford to ignore the Welsh Rebellion. King Henry IV organized military campaigns
to suppress the uprising, but Glyndŵr's guerrilla tactics and knowledge of the
Welsh terrain made it difficult for the English forces to defeat him.



Amidst the struggle, France saw an opportunity to weaken England further. The
French monarchy, supporting Glyndŵr's cause, provided military aid and supplies
to the Welsh rebels, enabling them to sustain their resistance against the English.

The Legacy of the Welsh Rebellion

Despite their valiant efforts, the Welsh Rebellion was ultimately quelled by the
English forces, and Glyndŵr's fate remains a mystery. However, the rebellion left
an indelible mark on Welsh history and identity.

The uprising sparked a renewed sense of Welsh nationalism and highlighted the
desire for self-determination among the Welsh people. It remains an important
chapter in the struggle for Welsh autonomy and cultural preservation.

The Late Middle Ages witnessed power struggles between England and France,
culminating in the Hundred Years' War. Amidst this conflict, the Welsh Rebellion
emerged as a significant event, symbolizing the fight for independence and self-
governance by the Welsh people. The rebellion's impact on Welsh history and
identity cannot be understated, contributing to the shaping of Europe's medieval
landscape.
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Owain Glyndwr is a towering figure in Welsh history. He was the warrior who led
the Welsh Revolt and the last war of Welsh independence (1400-1415). He
defeated Henry IV's army, was a worthy opponent of the king's champion, the
legendary Henry Percy - 'Hotspur' – and last native Welshman to bear the title
Prince of Wales. He held court at Harlech and envisioned an independent Welsh
state and church with national universities. Yet Glyndwr's success was short-lived
- his ultimate defeat at the hands of the English saw the final abandonment of the
Welsh cause by France and his own disappearance into an unmarked grave.
Gideon Brough here provides a new biography of this iconic man – as military
leader, diplomat, medieval statesman and staunch Welsh nationalist.
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