
Emmanuel Macron And The Two Years That
Changed France
In the world of politics, few individuals have managed to capture the attention and
imagination of the international community like Emmanuel Macron. From his
meteoric rise to power to his ambitious vision for France's future, Macron has
become a key figure not only in European politics but also on the global stage.

Emmanuel Macron, born on December 21, 1977, in Amiens, France, is a former
investment banker, civil servant, and politician. His transformative political journey
began in 2014 when he became the Minister of Economy, Industry, and Digital
Affairs under President François Hollande. This position allowed Macron to craft
his pro-business agenda and establish his political platform.

However, it was in 2017 that Macron truly made his mark on French politics.
Running as an independent candidate, his campaign emphasized the need for a
new and inclusive political movement that transcended traditional party lines. This
approach resonated with the French electorate, leading him to defeat Marine Le
Pen, the leader of the far-right National Front, in the presidential election.
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The Inside Track

During his first two years in office, Macron implemented a series of reforms that
aimed to modernize France's economy and society. One of his major
accomplishments was overhauling the labor market, making it more flexible and
investor-friendly. This move sparked both praise and criticism, as it aimed to
strike a balance between improving work conditions and attracting foreign
investments.

Furthermore, Macron tackled pension reform, attempting to create a more
sustainable system for future generations. This endeavor faced strong opposition
from labor unions and ignited nationwide protests. Nevertheless, Macron pushed
forward with his vision, eventually passing a controversial pension reform bill in
the French parliament.

Macron's policy agenda also focused heavily on environmental issues. He
introduced the Paris Agreement into domestic law and initiated key measures to
combat climate change. These actions positioned France as a global leader in
sustainability, earning Macron international praise and recognition.

European Integration

Emmanuel Macron has been a vocal advocate for enhanced European
integration. He believes that cooperation and unity are essential for addressing
the challenges of the 21st century and ensuring Europe's position in a changing
world order. Macron has taken a proactive stance on issues such as defense,
migration, and economic governance.
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He has called for the establishment of a European army to protect the continent's
interests and reduce dependence on external powers. Macron has also
advocated for a more coordinated approach to tackling the refugee crisis, pushing
for common European asylum policies and burden-sharing among member
states.

In terms of economic governance, Macron has pushed for closer financial
integration within the European Union. He has proposed the establishment of a
eurozone budget and a finance minister to oversee economic policies across
member states. These proposals aim to strengthen the eurozone and ensure
stability in the face of potential economic crises.

Emmanuel Macron's impact on France and the world cannot be underestimated.
His bold vision for a more inclusive and prosperous future has ignited debate and
inspired political discourse. Macron's ability to unite people from different political
backgrounds under his party, La République En Marche, showcases his talent for
building bridges and fostering dialogue.

As Macron's presidency progresses, it remains to be seen how his reforms and
policies will shape the future of France and Europe. However, one thing is certain
– Emmanuel Macron has brought about a sea change in French politics, and his
journey is far from over. Only time will tell what further transformations lay ahead
for Macron and the nation he leads.
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This book looks at the period 2015–18 in French politics, a turbulent time that
witnessed the apparent collapse of the old party system, the taming of populist
and left-wing challenges to the Republic and the emergence of a new political
order centred on President Emmanuel Macron. The election of Macron was
greeted with relief in European chancelleries and appeared to give a new impetus
to European integration, even accomplishing the feat of making France attractive
after a long period of French bashing and reflexive decline. But what is the real
significance of the Macron presidency? Is it as transformative as it appears?
Emmanuel Macron and the two years that changed France provides a balanced
answer to this pressing question. It is written to appeal to a general readership
with an interest in French and European politics, as well as to students and
scholars of French politics.
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