Embarking on an Unforgettable Ukraine Trip:
Exploring Five Jan Bazant's Footsteps

Are you ready for an extraordinary adventure? Brace yourself for a remarkable
journey through the captivating landscapes of Ukraine, following in the footsteps
of the renowned explorer, Jan Bazant. From picturesque villages to historical
landmarks, this Eastern European gem holds a treasure trove of cultural wonders

waiting to be discovered.

If you crave an authentic travel experience, Ukraine is the place to be. Its rich
history, vibrant culture, and warm hospitality will leave you mesmerized. So, pack
your bags, bring along your curiosity, and get ready to immerse yourself in the

land of breathtaking beauty and hidden gems.

1. Unveiling the Hidden Charms of Lviv

Our journey begins in the enchanting city of Lviv, located in western Ukraine. As
you stroll through its cobblestone streets, you'll be transported back in time,
surrounded by a magical atmosphere that emanates from its well-preserved
architecture. Lviv is also known for its vibrant coffee culture, boasting numerous

cozy cafes where you can savor a cup of aromatic Ukrainian coffee.
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Don't miss the chance to visit the Lviv Opera House, a stunning architectural
masterpiece that hosts world-class performances. The Lviv Market Square is
another must-see spot, bustling with life, colorful buildings, and street performers.
Indulge in the local cuisine in one of the traditional restaurants and savor the

famous Ukrainian borsch or varenyky, a delightful dumpling dish.

2. Discovering Kiev's Historical Splendor

Next, we head to the Ukrainian capital, Kiev, where history comes alive in every
street and building. Start your exploration at the UNESCO-listed Kiev Pechersk
Lavra, a mesmerizing Orthodox monastery complex with underground caves filled
with saints' relics. The grandeur of St. Sophia's Cathedral, with its golden domes

and breathtaking mosaics, will leave you in awe.

Taking a leisurely stroll along Khreshchatyk Street, Kiev's main boulevard, you'll
encounter charming parks, trendy shops, and bustling cafes. Make sure to visit
Maidan Nezalezhnosti, the heart of the 2014 Ukrainian Revolution, and learn
about Ukraine's fight for freedom and independence. Wrap up your day by
enjoying a panoramic view of the city from the observation deck of the

Motherland Monument.

3. Immerse Yourself in the Tranquility of the Carpathian Mountains

A short journey from Lviv will take us to the magnificent Carpathian Mountains, a
paradise for nature lovers and outdoor enthusiasts. Here, you can engage in
activities such as hiking, skiing, or simply admiring the breathtaking landscapes.
Discover authentic Hutsul culture in the charming villages nestled among the

mountains.
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One of the must-visit spots is the enchanting Yaremche waterfall, where the
cascading water creates a soothing symphony of nature. Embrace the tranquility
and rejuvenate your soul in the serenity of the Carpathians, away from the chaos

of city life.

4. Exploring the Charming Coastal Vibes of Odessa

Our Ukraine trip continues to the beautiful coastal city of Odessa, known for its
stunning Black Sea beaches and vibrant nightlife. Take a leisurely stroll along the
famous Potemkin Stairs, an iconic symbol of the city, offering breathtaking views
of the sea. Dive into the Russian Empire's opulence by visiting the Odessa Opera

and Ballet Theater, renowned for its architectural grandeur.

Make sure to explore the vibrant Deribasovskaya Street, where you'll find an
abundance of restaurants, cafes, and boutique shops. Immerse yourself in the
local culture by relishing delicious seafood dishes and experiencing the city's
lively music scene. End your day at one of the beach clubs, watching the

mesmerizing sunset over the Black Sea.

5. Paying Homage to Jan Bazant's Legacy in Chernobyl

No Ukraine trip would be complete without a visit to the infamous Chernobyl, the
site of the devastating nuclear disaster in 1986. Explore the eerie ghost town of
Pripyat, frozen in time, with abandoned buildings and rusting amusement park
rides. Gain a deeper understanding of the disaster's aftermath and its impact on

both people and the environment.

As you tour the Chernobyl Exclusion Zone, accompanied by knowledgeable
guides, you'll witness the resilience of nature, as wildlife reclaimed the deserted
landscape. This unique experience will leave you contemplative, reminding us of

the consequences of our actions and the importance of preserving our planet.



: A Journey of Enchantment and Discovery

Embarking on a Ukraine trip, following the footsteps of Jan Bazant, is an
opportunity to explore a country rich in history, culture, and natural beauty. From
the charm of Lviv to the historical wonders of Kiev, the tranquil Carpathian
Mountains, the coastal vibes of Odessa, and the haunting legacy of Chernobyl,

Ukraine offers an unforgettable adventure.

Uncover the hidden gems, sample the delectable cuisine, and immerse yourself
in the warm Ukrainian hospitality. Book your trip today and get ready to create

lifelong memories while retracing the footsteps of the legendary explorer, Jan

Bazant.
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Throughout my third trip to Ukraine, in January and February of 2014, the country
was dominated and shaken by the Euromaidan events. It was a trying time for the
nation. Though the demonstrations provided nourishment for many predictions
from experts and hopes and anticipations from the people, no one really knew
where exactly they would ultimately lead to.

Upon my arrival for trip number four, during the summer of that same year, the
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nation was still undergoing a trying time, although in quite different ways. Now,
the country was beleaguered by several exceptional events which occurred
during the past several months; in March it had been stripped of the Crimean
peninsula by its giant neighbor, it had a war in the east, the Odessa fire occurred
in May that killed nearly forty people, also in May pro-Russian separatists in
Donetsk and Lugansk declared independence after holding unrecognized
referendums there, in June a military plane was downed, killing nearly fifty people
on board, and a day before my arrival, July 17th, Flight MH17 was shot down,
killing all of the nearly three hundred civilians on board. The only real bright spots
were having gotten rid of a very corrupt president and some of his cronies and
the election of a new president in May.

Although the Euromaidan was well over, the street barricades and tents had not
yet been taken down. While the nation was in the midst of finding its way, those
barricades remained standing and manned to serve as tangible warning to the
recently elected president and the rest of the government. However, efforts of
dismantling them had already begun while | was there.

Nearly a year on, amid my most recent journey—Trip Five in May and June, 2014
— the situation in the Ukraine was still very precarious. It was now wholly
overshadowed by the war, which had grown instead of shrinking due to Russia’s
involvement, and a tumbling economy.

As usual when I’'m in this country, | had gone on a road trip. This time | went to
the southeast ... to a city named Mariupol. The most extraordinary part was being
taken to the village of Shyrokyne by members of the Azov Regiment, right on the
frontlines.

However, my fifth stay in Ukraine was not only dominated by social and economic
problems and warfare, but of everyday life, sightseeing and social interactions
with friends and strangers. | attended a prom, went to museums and even worked

in a dacha garden. It was a most eventful trip.



Cities visited: Kyiv, Boryspil, Kremenchuk, Dneprodzerzhinsk, Dnepropetrovsk,

Zaporizhia, Mariupol, Shyrokyne and other, smaller towns and villages.
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