
Drawing Using Grids: Portraits Of Babies &
Children

Drawing portraits can be a challenging yet rewarding experience. Capturing the
innocence and unique features of babies and children requires skill and precision.
One technique that aids in achieving accurate proportions and details is using
grids.
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In this article, we will explore the concept of drawing portraits of babies and
children using grids. We will delve into the benefits of this technique, provide
step-by-step instructions, and showcase some remarkable examples. So, if you
are interested in improving your portrait drawing skills, keep reading!
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The Benefits of Using Grids for Drawing Portraits

Grid drawing is a technique where an image is divided into a series of squares,
forming a grid. This grid is then replicated onto the drawing surface, allowing the
artist to recreate the image with greater accuracy. Here are a few benefits of
using grids for drawing portraits of babies and children:

Precision: Drawing faces, especially of infants and young children, requires
precise proportions. Grids enable you to break down the complex features into
manageable sections. By focusing on one square at a time, you can capture the
smallest details with accuracy.

Proportion Control: One common challenge in portrait drawing is ensuring that
the facial features are properly sized and placed. Grids help you maintain
proportion control by providing reference points for each grid square. This
ensures that each feature aligns correctly with the overall structure of the face.
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Perspective Enhancement: Grids assist in capturing the perspective of the face.
With the help of gridlines, you can define the contours of the face more precisely,
thus adding depth and dimension to your drawing.

Simplification: Complex subjects can often overwhelm artists, causing them to
struggle with capturing accurate details. Grid drawing simplifies the process by
breaking down the subject into smaller, manageable parts. This allows you to
concentrate on one area at a time, enhancing your focus and overall drawing
ability.

Step-by-Step Guide: Drawing Portraits using Grids

Now that we understand the benefits of using grids for drawing portraits of babies
and children, let's dive into a step-by-step guide:

Step 1: Gather Materials

Start by gathering all the necessary materials, including:

High-quality drawing paper

Pencils of various grades

Grid template or ruler

Erasers

Detailed reference photo of the baby or child

Step 2: Prepare the Grid Template

Using a ruler or a pre-made grid template, divide your reference photo into an
equally-sized grid. Ensure that the gridlines are clear and easily visible.

Step 3: Transfer the Grid to Your Drawing Paper



Using the same grid template or ruler, lightly draw a corresponding grid on your
drawing paper. The number of squares in your drawing grid should match the
number of squares in the reference photo grid.

Step 4: Start Drawing

Begin the drawing process by focusing on one square at a time. Look at the
details within that square of the reference photo and replicate them in the
corresponding square on your drawing paper. Repeat this process for each
square, gradually building up the entire portrait.

Remember to focus on capturing the correct proportions, ensuring that the facial
features align accurately with the gridlines.

Step 5: Refine and Add Details

Once you have completed the basic outline, take a step back and assess your
overall progress. Begin refining the drawing by adding more details, shading, and
texture. Pay close attention to the baby's or child's unique features, such as their
eyes, nose, mouth, and hair.

Continue working on each square until the entire portrait comes together.

Inspiring Examples of Grid Drawing Portraits

To further inspire and motivate you in your grid drawing journey, here are some
remarkable examples of portraits of babies and children:



These examples demonstrate the level of detail and precision that can be
achieved using grid drawing techniques. Take time to study their methods and
observe how they capture the essence of each subject.

Drawing portraits of babies and children is a beautiful way to capture their
innocence and unique characteristics. Using grids as a drawing technique can
greatly enhance your ability to create realistic and detailed representations.
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Remember to take your time, maintain proportion control, and celebrate each
step of your drawing journey. With practice, patience, and the use of grids, you
can create astonishing portraits that convey the true essence of these little ones.

Now, grab your drawing materials, choose a reference photo, and explore the
magic of grid drawing in creating stunning portraits of babies and children!
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From world-renowned artist Giovanni Civardi, this highly practical guide to
drawing babies and children uses the traditional grid technique to make the
drawing process both simple and accessible.

Starting from a photograph, Civardi shows you how to create an accurate pencil
sketch of the subject by overlaying a grid and transferring the image one square
at a time. The drawing is then rendered in easy stages to create a finished
portrait. Even the most complex of subjects can be broken down into easy steps
using this method, and by following the numerous step-by-step exercises the
reader will very soon be producing highly detailed drawings based on
photographs of their own.
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