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Imagine a quaint little town tucked away in the sunshine state of Florida, with a

rich history dating back to the 18th century. This hidden gem is the New Smyrna

Colony, founded by Dr Andrew Turnbull, a renowned physician hailing from
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Scotland. Journey with us as we delve into the captivating story of Dr Turnbull, his

vision, and the fascinating New Smyrna Colony.

Dr Andrew Turnbull was a man with grand ambitions. Born in 1710 in Scotland,
he studied medicine in Edinburgh, becoming a reputable physician. However, his
thirst for adventure and desire to establish a profitable enterprise led him across

the Atlantic to the promising land of Florida.
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In 1766, Dr Turnbull organized the largest colonization effort in British North
America by establishing the New Smyrna Colony. Located just south of present-
day New Smyrna Beach, this ambitious project aimed to cultivate indigo, sugar,
hemp, and rice. Driven by his entrepreneurial spirit, Turnbull convinced more than

1,400 people to join his vision, including Greeks, Italians, and Minorcans.

The journey across the Atlantic Ocean was arduous, lasting several months. Yet,
these brave colonists endured the hardships, hoping for a better future. Upon

arriving in Florida, they faced countless challenges, including harsh weather,
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unfamiliar diseases, and conflicts with the native tribes. Despite the difficulties,
the colony gradually grew, and the settlers started working on the farms,

powering through the adversities alongside Dr Turnbull.
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Dr Turnbull meticulously planned the layout of the colony, establishing a central
town with rows of small houses, a hospital, a church, and various public buildings.
He even constructed his own grand house, serving as a symbol of his authority

and a testament to the colony's progress. Today, remnants of these structures
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can still be found, offering a glimpse into the past and the determination of those

who called this place home.

Life in the New Smyrna Colony wasn't easy, but it was filled with a sense of
camaraderie and resilience. The diverse mix of cultures brought their traditions,
recipes, and skills, creating a vibrant community that supported one another. The
settlers faced numerous setbacks, particularly during the American Revolution
when Florida changed hands between the British and the Spanish. However, they

persisted, adapting to the ever-changing landscape and leaving a lasting legacy.

As the years passed, the colony faced economic difficulties, and many colonists
moved to neighboring settlements in search of better opportunities. Dr Turnbull
himself relocated to St. Augustine, where he continued his work and contributed
to the development of the new nation. He left behind a legacy, not only in the form
of the New Smyrna Colony's ruins but also in the stories of perseverance,

resilience, and the rich cultural heritage that still echoes through the region today.
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Today, the New Smyrna Colony is a reminder of the dreams and aspirations of Dr
Andrew Turnbull and the brave colonists who joined him in this daring venture.
The ruins and artifacts serve as a window into the past, telling a compelling story
of hardship, triumph, and the indomitable human spirit. Visitors can explore the
remnants of the settlement, now marked as historical sites, and discover the tales

of those who shaped the destiny of this unique corner of Florida.
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The legacy of Dr Turnbull and the New Smyrna Colony lives on in the local
culture, cuisine, and traditions. The annual Greek Festival, held in honor of the
Greek settlers who were an integral part of the colony, celebrates this vibrant
heritage. Visitors can savor the flavors of authentic Greek cuisine, enjoy
traditional dances and music, and experience the warmth and hospitality that are

deeply rooted in the history of this charming coastal town.

In, Dr Andrew Turnbull and the New Smyrna Colony of Florida represent a
remarkable chapter in American history. Their tenacity, courage, and
determination in the face of adversity continue to inspire generations. The legacy
they left behind serves as a testament to the endurance of the human spirit and
reminds us of the importance of embracing our roots. So, why not embark on a
journey to discover this hidden gem and immerse yourself in the captivating story

of Dr Andrew Turnbull and the New Smyrna Colony?
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When East Florida was ceded to England by Spain in 1763, Scottish physician,
Dr. Andrew Turnbull, recruited over 1,400 Mediterranean colonists to establish the
agricultural colony he named “Smyrnéa.” Carita Doggett recounts that not only
did the growing conditions prove less than ideal but how seemingly every
imaginable calamity befell the colony before it failed in 1777. his edition of Dr.
Andrew Turnbull and The New Smyrna Colony of Florida includes dozens of
letters between Andrew Turnbull and others involved with his Smyrnéa venture.
These documents, not available to Carita Doggett, were discovered in the tower
of Ballindalloch Castle in Scotland where they had been archived for centuries.
This diary-like correspondence brings to life the dreams, efforts, and trials of

Andrew Turnbull and the Smyrna colonists.
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