
Discover the Untold Stories of the Historic
Natchez Trace: A Journey from Nashville to
Natchez

The Natchez Trace Parkway, a 444-mile scenic route stretching from Nashville,
Tennessee to Natchez, Mississippi, is more than just an ordinary road trip
destination. It is a historic trail with a rich backstory that dates back centuries,
offering travelers an opportunity to delve into the heart of America's incredible
past.
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Starting in the vibrant city of Nashville, often referred to as the "Music City," the
Natchez Trace Parkway takes visitors on a captivating journey through
picturesque landscapes, charming towns, and significant historical sites. From
rolling hills to lush forests, the scenic beauty of the route is unparalleled,
providing a perfect backdrop for an unforgettable adventure.

1. Exploring Nashville: Where the Journey Begins

Before embarking on the Natchez Trace, take some time to explore the vibrant
city of Nashville. Immerse yourself in the rich music culture by visiting iconic
venues like the Grand Ole Opry and the Country Music Hall of Fame. Enjoy a
stroll through the lively Honky Tonk Highway, listening to live country music
pouring out from every corner.
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Indulge in delicious Southern cuisine by trying traditional dishes like hot chicken
and Nashville-style BBQ. Don't forget to sample some mouthwatering desserts,
such as the famous Tennessee whiskey-infused pecan pie.

2. Beginning the Journey on the Natchez Trace

Once prepared, drive south towards the starting point of the Natchez Trace
Parkway. As you leave the bustling city behind, you'll find yourself surrounded by
captivating scenery. Marvel at the vivid colors of the changing seasons, from the
vibrant greens of spring to the fiery reds and oranges of autumn.

As you journey along the Trace, you'll encounter numerous historical markers that
shed light on the trail's significance to Native Americans, early explorers, and the
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Civil War era. Stop at sites like the Meriwether Lewis Monument and burial site to
pay homage to the historical figures who shaped this region.

3. Highlights Along the Natchez Trace

As the Natchez Trace unfolds before you, make sure to visit some of its
captivating highlights:

3.1. Tupelo, Mississippi: Where Legends Were Born

Explore the birthplace of the King of Rock 'n' Roll, Elvis Presley, in Tupelo. Visit
his humble childhood home and the nearby Elvis Presley Birthplace Museum to
get a glimpse into the early life of this music icon.

3.2. Emerald Mound: A Testament to Native American History
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Stop by the majestic Emerald Mound, one of the largest Native American mounds
in the United States. Marvel at its impressive size and learn about its significance
to the indigenous people who once called this land home.

3.3. The Windsor Ruins: A Glimpse into the Past

Witness the haunting beauty of the Windsor Ruins, the remains of an antebellum
mansion destroyed by fire during the Civil War. Admire the grandeur of the Greek
Revival architecture and let your imagination transport you to a bygone era.
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4. A Taste of Natchez: Culinary Delights and Southern Hospitality

As you near the end of your Natchez Trace adventure, you'll arrive in the
charming city of Natchez. Known for its well-preserved antebellum mansions,
Natchez offers a warm welcome and a chance to explore the allure of the Old
South.
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Take a leisurely stroll along the Natchez Bluff and witness a mesmerizing sunset
over the Mississippi River. Savor the flavors of Southern cuisine in one of the
many acclaimed restaurants, complemented by genuine Southern hospitality.

5. Reflecting on the Journey

As your journey along the Historic Natchez Trace comes to an end, take a
moment to reflect on the historic significance of this remarkable trail. The trail's
historical and natural heritage holds countless stories waiting to be discovered by
those who venture along its path.
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Whether you are a history enthusiast, nature lover, or simply seeking a
memorable road trip, the Natchez Trace offers a truly immersive experience that
will leave you with newfound appreciation for America's past and its remarkable
landscapes.
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Only three national parks have more visitors each year than the Natchez Trace
Parkway, a national park of great natural beauty and historical significance that
follows a 450-mile course from Nashville, Tennessee, to Natchez, Mississippi.
First used as a vital transportation link by Native Americans and later by
"kaintucks" and frontiersmen, today the Trace is experienced by more than 13
million visitors a  year.

Traveling the Trace explores the parkway and sights within 30 miles of either side
of the Natchez Trace. In addition to the well-known stops, the authors visit side
roads most tourists ignore or don't know exist. It is a guide to:

25 Civil War sites
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73 antebellum homes

65 museums and art galleries

78 antique shops and malls

72 bed and breakfasts

56 campgrounds

175 restaurants

49 spots for water sports and a whole lot more

"One of the ten most outstanding scenic byways in America." ?Scenic Byways
Bulletin

"Distances on the Natchez Trace are measured as much in places, people, and
history as in miles." ?Southern Living
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