
Discover the Untold Stories: With The
Maquisards In Occupied France

During World War II, France was under German occupation. However, not all
French citizens stood idly by. An underground resistance movement known as the
Maquisards emerged, who fought against the Nazi regime and their collaborators.
Join us on a journey to uncover the untold stories of these brave individuals who
risked their lives to liberate their homeland.
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The Birth of the Maquisards

After the fall of France in 1940, a sense of despair hung over the country. But
within this darkness, a beacon of hope emerged. The Maquisards were initially
small groups of individuals who took up arms against the German occupiers.
These resistance fighters came from all walks of life - farmers, students, laborers,
and even former soldiers.
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Operating from hidden bases in the remote countryside, the Maquisards
conducted daring guerrilla attacks on German patrols and transport routes. Their
goal was to disrupt German control and provide intelligence to the Allied forces.

The Struggles of Life in Occupied France

Occupied France was a bleak and challenging place to live. French citizens faced
strict curfews, food shortages, forced labor, and constant surveillance. However,
amidst the oppression, the Maquisards offered hope and defiance. Their acts of
resistance inspired others to join their cause, leading to the formation of larger
and more organized resistance networks.
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The Maquisards' actions ranged from sabotaging German infrastructure to
smuggling supplies and weapons. They were involved in acts of espionage,
helping to relay critical information to the Allies. Their efforts were vital in wearing
down the occupying forces and supporting the eventual liberation of France.

The Legendary Leaders

The Maquisards were fortunate to have exceptional leaders who played crucial
roles in their resistance efforts. One such leader was Jean Moulin, a key figure in
unifying the different resistance factions under the banner of the French
Resistance. Despite being captured and tortured by the Gestapo, Moulin refused
to divulge any information, maintaining his loyalty to the cause until his death.

Other legendary leaders include Jean-Pierre Lévy, known as "Colonel Gilles,"
who commanded a group of Maquis fighters in the Morvan region, and Marie-
Madeleine Fourcade, who led the intelligence network "Alliance" and played a
significant role in gathering intelligence for the Allies.

Women in the Maquis

The Maquisards were not an exclusive boys' club. Women also played crucial
roles in the resistance movement. Often acting as couriers, these brave women
risked their lives to transmit vital messages between different Maquis groups.
Some even took on combat roles, actively participating in armed operations.

One notable female Maquisard was Nancy Wake, a New Zealand-born journalist
who became a leading figure in the French Resistance. Nicknamed the "White
Mouse" by the Gestapo, she evaded capture numerous times and played a
significant role in organizing Maquis groups in central France.

The Legacy of the Maquisards



The Maquisards' efforts were instrumental in weakening the German occupation
and supporting the eventual liberation of France. Their unwavering determination
inspired countless others to join the resistance, and their sacrifices will forever be
remembered.

Today, plaques, memorials, and museums across France pay tribute to the
Maquisards. These sites allow visitors to understand the challenges faced by
these resistance fighters and honor their memory.

With The Maquisards In Occupied France offers a glimpse into this lesser-known
aspect of World War II history. It sheds light on the incredible acts of bravery and
heroism displayed by the Maquisards, ensuring that their sacrifices are never
forgotten.

So, join us on this extraordinary journey of courage and resilience –
the untold stories of the Maquisards await you!
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“A history book that reads like a novel, this testimony comes from one of the last
living eyewitnesses” of the Nazi occupation of France (Christiane Amanpour,
CNN Chief International Correspondent).
 
September 5, 1944
 
The Americans are approaching; we follow their progress impatiently on the radio,
by intercepting messages reserved for the commandos. They cannot be beaten
now. But it is up to us to do the impossible to speed up the progression of the
bulk of their troops, to facilitate the advance of their spearhead, and, above all, to
prevent the Germans from withdrawing to the Rhine in good order, with all their
equipment.
 
How many human lives will we manage to save?
 
Hubert Verneret was a fourteen-year-old schoolboy in Burgundy when the Nazis
invaded Poland and fifteen when France fell. A Boy Scout, he helped refugees
and the gendarmerie, moved wounded soldiers, and dug out bodies after air
raids. Throughout, he kept a diary recording his actions, thoughts, and feelings as
French troops retreated and Germans arrived.
 
In 1944, at nineteen, he decided to join the local maquis resistance fighters,
operating from a hidden base in the forest. Though constantly in danger, he found
himself frustrated, as he felt fated never to fight the Germans directly, never to
take a prisoner. As the Allies approached, the maquisards worked to upset and
weaken the retreating Germans to aid the Allied advance. Hubert details the joy
with which the maquisards were welcomed in local villages when the fighting
ended. Only as he listened to the speech given as the maquisards disbanded did
he understand that his part in the war, while perhaps not heroic as that played by



others, was still important in gaining the victory.
 
Years later, Hubert interviewed local maquisards to understand more about
maquis history; their words and excerpts from the diary of a local civilian during
the German retreat provide context to Hubert’s youthful testimony. This first
English edition of Hubert’s diary retains the original prefaces by Col. Buckmaster,
chief of the French section of the SOE, and Col. d’Escrienne, aide de camp to
Gen. de Gaulle.
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