
Discover the Intriguing History of Islamic
Architecture and Its Unlikely Connection to
William Shakespeare
Islamic architecture is an awe-inspiring testament to the rich cultural heritage of
the Muslim world. Its soaring minarets, intricate geometric patterns, and awe-
inspiring domes have captured the imagination of millions. However, what if we
told you that there is a surprising connection between Islamic architecture and the
legendary playwright William Shakespeare? Join us on a captivating journey as
we explore the profound influence of Shakespeare on Islamic architecture
throughout history.

Origins of Islamic Architecture

The roots of Islamic architecture can be traced back to the early days of Islam in
the 7th century. With the establishment of the first Islamic Caliphate, a unique
architectural style began to emerge, blending elements from pre-Islamic Arabian
architecture and various regional influences such as Persian, Byzantine, and
Indian styles. The result was a harmonious fusion that would come to define
Islamic architecture across the globe.

During the Islamic Golden Age, which flourished from the 8th to the 14th
centuries, Muslim scholars, architects, and artists pushed the boundaries of
creativity and innovation. Great mosques, palaces, and madrasas (educational
institutions) were built, showcasing the mastery of Islamic architectural principles.
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The Poetic Inspiration

Now, you might be wondering, what does the prolific playwright William
Shakespeare have to do with Islamic architecture? To understand this
connection, we must delve into the profound influence that Shakespeare's works
had on various cultures worldwide.

Shakespeare, often regarded as the greatest writer in the English language,
crafted timeless plays and sonnets that explored a wide range of emotions,
themes, and human experiences. His eloquent use of language, intricate
narratives, and the exploration of universal truths resonated deeply with both
Western and Eastern cultures.

Shakespeare's Influence on Eastern Cultures

During the 17th century, centuries after Shakespeare's time, his works were
introduced to the Muslim world through European traders and diplomats. These
literary gems quickly found their way into the hands of Persian and Ottoman
courts, fascinating local intellectuals and artists.
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The themes of love, tragedy, justice, and the complexities of the human condition
that Shakespeare so masterfully showcased in his plays were universally
relatable. They struck a chord with artists and intellectuals within the Islamic
world, who sought to convey these emotions and contemplate these ideas
through their own artistic expressions.

Architectural Adaptations

With a newfound appreciation for Shakespearean works, Muslim architects and
artists began to seek inspiration from his stories, characters, and themes. They
found in Shakespeare's tragedies and comedies an emotional richness and
complexity that resonated deeply with their own artistic traditions.

The adaptation of Shakespeare's works to Islamic architecture can be observed
in various ways. One of the most prominent manifestations is through the
inscription of Shakespearean quotes on prominent structures. These quotes,
often translated into Arabic or Persian, celebrate the universality of
Shakespeare's themes within the diverse cultural context of Islamic architecture.

Mashrabiya: A Shakespearean Inspiration

The mashrabiya is a distinctive architectural element commonly found in Islamic
buildings, particularly in Egypt, Morocco, and Iraq. It consists of intricate wooden
latticework screens that adorn windows, balconies, and rooftops, allowing air and
light to enter while providing privacy and shade.

Interestingly, the design of the mashrabiya was said to be inspired by
Shakespeare's play Macbeth. Legend has it that a Turkish emissary, captivated
by the story, requested the construction of a mashrabiya that reflected the dark
and mysterious atmosphere of the play. Thus, the mashrabiya came to symbolize
a convergence of Islamic architectural principles and Shakespearean storytelling.



Shakespearean Gardens

Another architectural adaptation of Shakespeare's works can be seen in the
creation of Shakespearean gardens within Islamic civilizations. These gardens
were carefully designed to reflect the idyllic landscapes often depicted in
Shakespeare's plays.

The incorporation of water features, fragrant flowers, and serene pathways aimed
to transport visitors to the enchanting world of Shakespearean dramas. These
gardens served as spaces for contemplation, literary discussions, and
performances of Shakespeare's plays, bringing his works to life in a newfound
setting.

A Lasting Influence

The influence of William Shakespeare on Islamic architecture is not merely an
interesting historical footnote. It represents the enduring power of art and
literature to transcend cultural boundaries and inspire generations of artists and
thinkers. The fusion of Western literary genius with Islamic architectural traditions
has produced breathtaking structures and works of art that continue to
mesmerize visitors to this day.

Next time you visit a magnificent mosque adorned with intricate calligraphy or
encounter a mashrabiya screen casting mesmerizing shadows, remember the
hidden connection to William Shakespeare. It is a reminder that artistic inspiration
knows no bounds and has the power to bring distant cultures together in
unexpected ways.

So, let the captivating works of William Shakespeare and Islamic architecture
enthrall you, as you journey through centuries of history, passion, and artistic
expression.
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This book is in continuation to the work History of Indian Architecture: Buddhist,
Jain and Hindu Period. The idea of working in this area was to compile the
information on a single platform, i.e. the Hindu and the Islamic architecture. The
focus of text is on the political, geographical and geological factors which were
responsible for the generation of a particular style of architecture. This book is an
attempt to encourage students to go deeper into the subject and explore the
magnificent architecture created by the rulers through fascinating elements. The
domes, arches, squinches, calligraphy, arabesque, geometry, jali work and usage
of marble and sandstone are worth studying and admiring.
Key features
⨀The three periods: • Delhi Sultanate, • Mughal and • Provincial, together with
the short period of Sher Shah Sur, have been discussed in different sections.
⨀The text is supported with well drawn illustrations and photographs.
⨀Brief political as well as personal history of the rulers is discussed, which helps
in understanding the impact of these factors on the type of architectural style
produced.
⨀Seventy-five examples have been discussed in an easy to grasp manner,
highlighting their architectural features.
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This book is expected to serve os a handy review/aid for the students of
architecture, and also an abridged text for all those interested in history of Indian
architecture.
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