
Discover the Hidden Path: St Yared's
Enlightenment Through Failure in Amharic
and English
Failure is often seen as a setback, a stumbling block on the path to success.
However, for some individuals, failure is a catalyst for personal growth and
enlightenment. One such example can be found in the life of St Yared, an
Ethiopian musician, composer, and poet who lived during the 6th century AD.
Through his failures, St Yared found profound enlightenment and left behind a
musical legacy that still resonates today.

The Early Life of St Yared

Born in Axum, Ethiopia, St Yared showed an early aptitude for music and was
trained in various instruments and vocal techniques. His passion for music led
him to explore different melodies and rhythms, experimenting with unique
combinations that challenged traditional norms.

St Yared's innovative approach to music quickly gained recognition, and he
became known for his ability to captivate audiences with his compositions.
However, success didn't come without its fair share of failures along the way.
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The Importance of Failure in St Yared's Journey

One of St Yared's most significant setbacks occurred when he attempted to
create a new musical notation system. Inspired by his desire to preserve and
organize the melodies he invented, St Yared embarked on a mission to create a
comprehensive system that would help future musicians study and perform his
compositions.

Unfortunately, his initial attempts failed, with numerous versions of his notation
system falling short of his expectations. This initial failure led St Yared to question
his abilities and consider giving up on his dreams of revolutionizing music.
However, instead of succumbing to defeat, St Yared saw an opportunity for
growth.

Recognizing that failure is often an essential part of the creative process, St
Yared embraced his setbacks as valuable learning experiences. He analyzed the
weaknesses of his previous attempts and sought advice from fellow musicians
and scholars.

Through this introspection and collaboration, St Yared eventually developed a
refined musical notation system that revolutionized Ethiopian music and became
the foundation for many future compositions. His perseverance through failure not
only led to personal enlightenment but also transformed the musical landscape of
his country.

The Influence of Failure on St Yared's Philosophy
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In addition to his musical accomplishments, St Yared's philosophy emphasized
the transformative power of failure. He believed that setbacks and
disappointments were opportunities for personal and spiritual growth.

St Yared's teachings of enlightenment through failure continue to resonate today.
His insights into the human experience and the role of failure in our journey
towards personal growth are cherished not only by musicians but also by
individuals seeking inspiration and guidance in their own lives.

The Legacy of St Yared

St Yared's contributions to Ethiopian music and philosophy are cherished and
celebrated to this day. His compositions are still performed, and his notation
system remains an integral part of Ethiopian musical education.

Furthermore, St Yared's enlightenment through failure serves as a reminder that
setbacks and failures are not obstacles but stepping stones towards success. His
story inspires individuals to embrace failure as an integral part of the creative
process and to persevere in the face of adversity.

St Yared's journey highlights the transformative power of failure and its potential
to lead to personal growth and enlightenment. Through his perseverance, he
revolutionized Ethiopian music and left a lasting legacy that continues to inspire
musicians and individuals alike.

So, the next time you encounter failure on your own path towards success,
remember St Yared's story. Embrace failure as a stepping stone and an
opportunity for growth, and you may find yourself on a hidden path to
enlightenment.
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Young Yared is not the best student. He fails so often that he considers giving up
on school completely. But the failures and perseverance of a caterpillar inspire
him to untangle his heart and return to his studies with purpose. Motivated by the
beauty of church music, he developed a new way to write it that caught the ear of
the emperor. His devotion to music and education elevated him from the streets
of Axum to Sainthood, and his music is still considered sacred to the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church. Side by side text in indigenous Ethiopian languages like
Amharic, Tigrinya and Afaan Oromo support reading fluency. Beautiful
illustrations by brilliant Ethiopian artist Daniel Getahun capture the style of ancient
Ethiopian Civilization and the beauty of its people. Part of the Ready, Set, Go!
series of bilingual early readers by Open Hearts Big Dreams, a nonprofit devoted
to increasing Ethiopian literacy. Ready Set Go Books, an Open Hearts Big
Dreams Project, is focused on increasing the literacy rate in Ethiopia through
giving readers books with stories in their heart languages, full of colorful
illustrations with Ethiopian settings and details. Profits from book sales are used
to create, print, and distribute more Ready Set Go Books to kids in Ethiopia,
Africa’s second most populous country. Ethiopia’s population is 44% children,
ages 0-14 (43 million out of 97 million total). Only 5.5% of children attend pre-
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school or kindergarten, and the adult literacy rate is 49%. Our books are based
on wise Ethiopian sayings that often rhyme in Amharic. If an adult says the first
half, many children can chant the second half. Sometimes the meaning of these
sayings is clear. Sometimes it has to be puzzled out and argued over. But sayings
and idioms and proverbs help people express truths and beliefs in unusual ways.
Since late 2017, OHBD has published over 100 unique #ReadySetGo dual
language titles in three Ethiopian languages plus English and has plans to publish
another 100 titles and add more languages in the coming years. New titles and/or
languages are added monthly; follow our author page to get new release
announcements. Open Hearts Big Dreams Fund (OHBD) is a 501(3)(c) not for
profit organization that believes the chance to dream big dreams should not
depend on where in the world you are born. Our mission is to inspire and enable
youth in Ethiopia through READY SET GO books, STEM and Innovation Projects
in collaboration with individuals and organizations providing literacy, education,
and leadership opportunities.
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