
Discover the Heartwarming Story of Otis and
the Scarecrow by Loren Long
Published in 2009, "Otis and the Scarecrow" is a charming children's book
authored and illustrated by Loren Long. This endearing tale takes young readers
on a journey of friendship, bravery, and the true meaning of selflessness. With its
timeless message and captivating illustrations, Otis and the Scarecrow has
become a beloved classic in children's literature.

The Synopsis: A Match Made in Farmer's Paradise

In the heart of a peaceful farm lives Otis, a kind and lovable tractor who befriends
the farm animals, working together in perfect harmony. Otis brings joy and
happiness to everyone around, making him an indispensable part of the farm
community.

One day, as autumn arrives, an adorable scarecrow is introduced to the farm.
With his corn cob pipe and friendly smile, he quickly captures the hearts of the
animals. The scarecrow soon becomes Otis' best friend, prompting Otis to
introduce him to the wonders of farm life.
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Together, they experience the beauty of friendship and the joy of helping others.
However, their idyllic life takes a turn for the worse when a powerful gust of wind
carries the scarecrow away, leaving Otis feeling lost and incomplete.

A Journey of Friendship and Courage

In "Otis and the Scarecrow," Loren Long masterfully weaves a tale of resilience
and determination. Otis sets out on a daring adventure to rescue his newfound
friend, proving that true friendship knows no bounds.

Throughout their journey, Otis and the scarecrow face numerous challenges,
crossing rivers, navigating treacherous paths, and braving thunderstorms. But
with Otis' unwavering determination and the scarecrow's quiet courage, they
overcome these obstacles, teaching young readers the value of perseverance
and loyalty.

The Importance of Selflessness

As Otis and the scarecrow encounter various animals in need during their quest,
they selflessly take the time to help each creature they come across. From an
injured blue jay to a lost lamb, Otis and the scarecrow epitomize the meaning of
compassion and empathy, showing young readers the power of lending a helping
hand.

The beautiful illustrations by Loren Long showcase the emotions and expressions
of the characters, further immersing the reader in this heartwarming tale. The
artist's attention to detail and use of warm earth tones make the images come
alive, creating an enchanting world that readers won't want to leave.

A Book Beyond Words



"Otis and the Scarecrow" is not just a story about friendship; it's also a story that
celebrates both the bond between humans and animals as well as the beauty of
the natural world. Loren Long's choice to depict the animals as the main
characters adds a layer of depth to the narrative, reminding readers of the
importance of respecting and appreciating all living creatures.

Through his captivating illustrations, Long captures the changing seasons, the
gentle sway of grass in the wind, and the subtle shades of the sky at sunset.
Each page is a work of art, inviting readers of all ages to pause and take in the
beauty of the world around them.

A Legacy of Heartwarming Tales

Loren Long has enchanted readers of all ages with his numerous children's
books, each one sharing a powerful message of love, friendship, and the magic
of childhood. "Otis and the Scarecrow" is no exception, capturing the
imaginations and hearts of both children and adults alike.

Whether you're a parent looking to introduce your child to the joys of reading or
an adult seeking a delightful escape from reality, "Otis and the Scarecrow" is a
must-read. Its universal themes resonate with readers of all ages, fostering a
deeper appreciation for the value of friendship, compassion, and the wonders of
the natural world.

So, embark on an unforgettable journey with Otis and the scarecrow. Lose
yourself in their world of adventure and discover the true meaning of friendship,
bravery, and selflessness. Loren Long's timeless tale will leave you with a heart
full of warmth and a newfound love for the magic of storytelling.
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FROM THE #1 BESTSELLING ILLUSTRATOR OF MATT DE LA PENA'S LOVE
AND WATTY PIPER'S CLASSIC THE LITTLE ENGINE THAT COULD

On the farm where Otis the tractor lives, the farmer has introduced someone new
—a scarecrow to shoo away the pesky crows. But when Otis and the animals
greet the scarecrow with friendly smiles, the scarecrow’s frown never leaves his
face. So everyone leaves him alone.

Then one day, when a cold autumn rain sets in, Otis and the animals snuggle
close and play Otis’s favorite game: the quiet game. Otis knows the puppy and
ducks can’t sit still for long, and soon the farm friends begin to giggle and squirm,
feeling warmed by one another’s friendship . . . but on this day, Otis can't seem to
take his eyes off the lonely figure in the cornfield.
A deeply resonant book about subtle acts of compassion and standing up for
others, featuring everyone's favorite tractor, Otis.

Praise for OTIS AND THE SCARECROW:

"Otis the tractor’s goodhearted nature continues to shine in his fifth picture book."
 –Publishers Weekly

“Readers will enjoy this sixth tale of an admirable leader who does the right thing
with quiet confidence.” –Booklist 
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“Teachers will see the connection between the lonely scarecrow and the outsider
in the classroom and will be able to find many uses for this volume in the
curriculum. Fans will enjoy this more cerebral Otis and might build a little empathy
along the way.” –Kirkus Reviews

“Loren Long creates a perfect book for the beginning of the school year with
"Otis and the Scarecrow."--Examiner.com
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