
Discover the Exquisite Charm of Cuenca: Top
Ten Attractions for Expats in Ecuador

Are you an expat looking for a new adventure? Ecuador, known for its stunning
landscapes and diverse culture, is an incredible destination to consider. Within
this beautiful country lies the captivating city of Cuenca, which has been
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attracting expats from around the world with its rich history, picturesque
surroundings, and welcoming community.

In this article, we will explore the top ten attractions and experiences that make
Cuenca a favorite among expats. Whether you are planning to relocate, retire, or
simply visit, these enchanting sites will surely capture your heart and leave you
wanting more.
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1. Cuenca's Historical Center

Earning the prestigious title of a UNESCO World Heritage Site, Cuenca's
historical center is an architectural masterpiece. With its well-preserved colonial
buildings, cobblestone streets, and ornate cathedrals dating back to the 16th
century, wandering through these captivating streets feels like stepping back in
time.

Soak in the vibrant atmosphere by exploring the plazas, visiting museums, and
indulging in local cuisine at one of the charming cafes scattered around the area.
Don't forget to bring your camera, as every corner tells a story waiting to be
captured for eternity.
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2. Ingapirca Ruins

Venture outside of the city center and uncover the ancient Inca civilization at the
Ingapirca ruins. This archaeological site, located just a short drive from Cuenca,
offers a fascinating glimpse into Ecuador's pre-Columbian history.

Marvel at the perfectly constructed stone structures, explore the Sun Temple, and
contemplate the mysterious rituals performed by the Inca people. The serene
surroundings and breathtaking views only enhance the mystical atmosphere
present at Ingapirca.
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3. El Cañar Park

Nature enthusiasts will find solace in the tranquil beauty of El Cañar Park.
Located just a short distance from Cuenca, this protected area boasts scenic
hiking trails, crystal-clear lakes, and an abundance of diverse flora and fauna.

Take a break from the city hustle and immerse yourself in the breathtaking
landscapes. Capture the vibrant colors of wildflowers, listen to the melodious
songs of birds, and allow the serenity of El Cañar Park to rejuvenate your soul.
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4. Relax in Thermal Baths

After a day of exploring, what better way to unwind than soaking in Cuenca's
healing thermal baths? These natural hot springs are not only incredibly relaxing
but also known for their therapeutic properties.

Treat yourself to a soothing experience as you soak in the warm, mineral-rich
waters. The benefits to mind, body, and soul are unparalleled, making this an
essential activity for every expat in Cuenca looking for ultimate rejuvenation.
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5. Discover Yunguilla Valley

Escape to the picturesque oasis known as Yunguilla Valley. Located in the
southern Andean region, this hidden gem offers breathtaking landscapes,
charming villages, and a slower pace of life.

Embrace the rural beauty by hiking along the stunning trails, savoring locally-
produced wine, and engaging with the friendly locals. Yunguilla Valley is an idyllic
retreat perfect for expats seeking tranquility and the opportunity to reconnect with
nature.
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6. Museo del CIDAP

Immerse yourself in Cuenca's rich cultural heritage at the Museo del CIDAP. This
museum showcases a magnificent collection of indigenous art, textiles, ceramics,
and traditional crafts from Ecuador and Latin America.

Learn about the intricate craftsmanship and the stories behind each creation,
gaining a deeper appreciation for the local culture. The Museo del CIDAP is a
cultural treasure, providing valuable insights into the artistic traditions that have
shaped the region.
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7. Visit a Panama Hat Factory

Did you know that the iconic Panama hat is actually made in Ecuador? Take a
fascinating journey into the world of these finely woven hats by visiting one of the
local factories in Cuenca.

Witness the intricate process behind crafting these stylish accessories and even
try your hand at weaving. Bringing home a genuine Panama hat will not only
complete your tropical wardrobe but also serve as a cherished memento of your
time in Cuenca.
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8. Stroll Along the River Walking Path

Immerse yourself in the beauty of nature while strolling along the river walking
path in Cuenca. This well-maintained pathway offers a peaceful escape, allowing
you to enjoy the calming presence of the river while surrounded by lush greenery.

Take advantage of this serene environment for leisurely walks, picnics, or simply
finding a cozy spot to read a book. The soothing sound of flowing water and the
picturesque views can instantly transport you to a state of pure bliss.
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9. Museo Pumapungo

Delve deeper into Cuenca's fascinating past by visiting the Museo Pumapungo.
This archaeological site and museum offer a remarkable insight into the ancient
civilization of the Cañari people and later the Inca empire.

Explore the ruins, admire the intricate stonework, and learn about the rituals and
traditions of these ancient cultures. The Museo Pumapungo is an educational and
awe-inspiring experience, showcasing the vibrant history of Cuenca.
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10. Explore Feria Libre Market

No visit to Cuenca would be complete without wandering through the bustling
Feria Libre market. This vibrant marketplace offers a sensory overload of colors,
aromas, and flavors, providing a true taste of the local culture.

Browse through the stalls filled with fresh produce, handicrafts, and traditional
delicacies. Engage with friendly vendors, practice your bargaining skills, and
discover unique treasures to bring back home. The Feria Libre market is a
cultural epicenter, offering an authentic glimpse into everyday life in Cuenca.

Cuenca, with its remarkable history, captivating scenery, and warm community, is
undeniably a top destination for expats in Ecuador. The ten attractions highlighted
in this article merely scratch the surface of what this enchanting city has to offer.
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Whether you are drawn to its cultural heritage, natural wonders, or simply crave a
change of pace, Cuenca is sure to exceed your expectations. So pack your bags,
embrace the adventure, and immerse yourself in the exquisite charm of Cuenca,
Ecuador's hidden gem.
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Expats in Ecuador: Cuenca's Top Ten Attractions is an e-guide based on the
results of a survey of the city's most popular sights, activities, and events
conducted in February 2013 by GringoTree.com, Ecuador’s number-one English-
speaking website and publisher of the Expats in Ecuador series.

It provides descriptions, practical details, and images of Cuenca’s must-see
attractions and must-do experiences, as determined by 400 survey respondents.

The top-ten attractions include the central Parque Calderón, the Tomebamba
River, the double-decker tour bus, the Turi overlook, the hot springs at Baños,
and El Cajas National Park; the experiences are shopping at the mercados,
dining out, attending the art, crafts, and food festivals, and learning Spanish.
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The 62-page book has 28 images, lists 20 more attractions ordered by the
number of votes received, and provides another 30 fun things to see and do as
contributed by survey respondents.

Expats in Ecuador: Cuenca's Top Ten Attractions is a useful pathfinder for anyone
who visits Cuenca for the first time, who just moved here and hasn't seen the
sights, or who lives here and would like to reconnect with the magic of this
amazing place.
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