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Fung's mesmerizing novel, Ghost Forest. With its captivating narrative, rich
symbolism, and thought-provoking themes, this literary masterpiece takes
readers on a haunting journey into the depths of family history, cultural identity,
and the invisible ties that bind us all.

Unveiling the Plot and Characters

Set against the backdrop of an immigrant family's struggle to adapt to a new land,
Ghost Forest delves into the life of a young Chinese-Canadian woman, who
navigates her own identity as she uncovers the forgotten stories of her ancestors.
Fung's vivid descriptions bring the characters to life, making you feel like a silent
observer in their world.
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From the matriarchal figure haunted by her past to the protagonist's own journey
of self-discovery, each character contributes to the intricate web of family secrets
that gradually unravels throughout the narrative. As the layers of the story peel
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away, readers are left with a profound understanding of the impact that heritage
and history have on our lives.

The Ghost Forest: A Symbolic Journey

The titular "ghost forest" serves as a powerful metaphor throughout the novel.
These ghostly remnants of trees, submerged and preserved in water, symbolize
the buried history and lost connections within the protagonist's family. Fung
masterfully uses this haunting natural phenomenon to explore the
interconnectedness of generations, as well as the relationship between memory
and identity.

As you delve deeper into the novel, you'll find yourself captivated by the dualities
presented – the tension between past and present, tradition and modernity, and
cultural heritage versus individuality. This thought-provoking exploration of
identity is sure to resonate with anyone who has ever grappled with questions
about where they come from and who they are.

The Power of Fung's Prose

Fung's writing style is as evocative as it is lyrical. With each sentence carefully
crafted, she transports readers to the bustling streets of Hong Kong, the serene
landscapes of Canada, and the emotional depths of the characters' experiences.
Through her vivid descriptions, Fung paints a vivid tapestry of emotions that will
leave you deeply immersed in the story.

Her ability to seamlessly blend past and present, reality and imagination,
brilliantly enhances the haunting atmosphere of the novel. By interweaving
memories and dreams, she invites readers to question the very nature of time,
memory, and the spectral power of the past.

A Captivating Must-Read



Ghost Forest is not a book you merely read – it's an experience. Pik Shuen
Fung's haunting and introspective novel will transport you to a world where the
borders between the visible and invisible blur, leaving you pondering the
enigmatic nature of identity and the profound influence of our ancestors.

Whether you're seeking a thought-provoking exploration of family ties, a haunting
tale that will keep you awake at night, or simply a beautifully written novel that will
stir your emotions, Ghost Forest delivers it all and more. Prepare to be
spellbound from the very first page.

Where to Get Your Copy

To embark on this haunting odyssey, you can purchase your own copy of Ghost
Forest through various online retailers or visit your local bookstore. Join countless
readers who have been captivated by Pik Shuen Fung's hauntingly beautiful
novel and immerse yourself in the Ghost Forest.
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This “powerful” (BuzzFeed) debut about love, grief, and family welcomes you into
its pages and invites you to linger, staying with you long after you’ve closed its
covers.
 
SHORTLISTED FOR THE RAKUTEN KOBO EMERGING WRITER PRIZE •
“Quietly moving . . . connected by a kind of dream logic . . . deeply felt . . . There
is joy and tenderness in . . . Fung’s elegant storytelling.”—The New York Times
Book Review

How do you grieve, if your family doesn’t talk about feelings?

This is the question the unnamed protagonist of GhostForest considers after her
father dies. One of the many Hong Kong “astronaut” fathers, he stays there to
work, while the rest of the family immigrated to Canada before the 1997
Handover, when the British returned sovereignty over Hong Kong to China.

As she revisits memories of her father through the years, she struggles with
unresolved questions and misunderstandings. Turning to her mother and
grandmother for answers, she discovers her own life refracted brightly in theirs.

Buoyant and heartbreaking, Ghost Forest is a slim novel that envelops the reader
in joy and sorrow. Fung writes with a poetic and haunting voice, layering detail
and abstraction, weaving memory and oral history to paint a moving portrait of a
Chinese-Canadian astronaut family.

“Ghost Forest is the tender/funny book we can all appreciate after a hellish
year.”—Literary Hub
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