
Discover the Enchanting Islands of Anne
Rivers Siddons: A Journey to Paradise

The allure of islands has always fascinated us, transporting us to a realm where
time slows down, and nature takes on a mesmerizing form. Anne Rivers Siddons,
a renowned American novelist, has long captured the essence of these islands in
her outstanding works, immersing readers in the vivid details that bring these
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serene landscapes to life. In this article, we embark on an evocative journey,
exploring the enchanting islands that have served as the backdrop for Siddons'
novels.

1. Sullivans Island: Unearth the Richness of Southern History

Sullivans Island, a hidden gem nestled in South Carolina, occupies a special
place in Siddons' heart. In her novel "Islands," Siddons unravels the captivating
history of this island through the eyes of Anny Butler, the independent and spirited
protagonist. Explore the imposing lighthouse, wander along pristine beaches, and
immerse yourself in the rich tapestry of southern history that still whispers through
the towering oak trees and antebellum mansions.
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2. Pawleys Island: Embrace a Tranquil Haven

Pawleys Island, a charming barrier island located off the coast of South Carolina,
emerges as a tranquil haven in Siddons' novel "Low Country." This paradise
offers a respite from the trappings of modern life. Feel the soothing caress of
ocean breezes as you stroll along the iconic Pawleys Island Pier. Engage in
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shrimping or crabbing, and let the gentle rhythm of the island guide you to a state
of blissful relaxation.

3. Outer Banks: Venture into an Untamed Wilderness

The Outer Banks, stretching along the coast of North Carolina, serves as the
perfect backdrop for Siddons' novel "Colony." This untamed wilderness, teeming
with natural beauty, is a playground for adventurers. Climb the iconic Cape
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Hatteras Lighthouse, traverse the sandy dunes of Jockey's Ridge State Park, and
set sail to explore the legendary shipwrecks hidden beneath the ocean's surface.
Brace yourself for a thrilling expedition that will leave you in awe of nature's
abundant wonders.

4. Martha's Vineyard: Immerse Yourself in Coastal Elegance
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Martha's Vineyard is a haven of sophistication and refined charm, which Siddons
portrays in her novel "Off Season." This renowned island off the coast of
Massachusetts beckons visitors with its stunning coastal views, quaint villages,
and picturesque lighthouses. Indulge in a leisurely bicycle ride along the idyllic
paths that wind through nature reserves, savor culinary delights crafted from
fresh, local ingredients, and shop for unique treasures in the boutique stores that
line the streets.
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5. St. Simons Island: Embrace the Southern Charm

St. Simons Island, located off the coast of Georgia, radiates a captivating
Southern charm, as portrayed in Siddons' compelling novel "Nora, Nora." Explore
luscious marshlands teeming with wildlife, indulge in the freshest seafood at
waterfront restaurants, and uncover the island's rich Gullah-Geechee heritage at
the St. Simons Island African American Heritage Trail. This island is a testament
to its people's resilience and the beauty that thrives within their vibrant
community.



Anne Rivers Siddons' profound love for islands and her ability to transport
readers to these alluring destinations through her writing is truly remarkable.
From the rich history of Sullivans Island to the untamed beauty of the Outer
Banks, Siddons' vivid descriptions immerse us in landscapes that awaken our
senses and spark our wanderlust. So, grab a copy of her novels, let her words
paint vivid images in your mind, and embark on an enchanting journey to the
captivating islands of Anne Rivers Siddons.
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“Anne Rivers Siddons’s novels are women’s stories in the best sense, pulling you
into the internal landscape of her characters’ lives and holding you there.” –
People

A poignant novel of the love that unites us and the secrets that drive us apart,
Islands is New York Times bestselling author Anne Rivers Siddons at her lyrical
best—a glorious evocation of the people and the place she knows so well.

Anny Butler is a caretaker, a nurturer, first for her own brothers and sisters, and
then as a director of an agency devoted to the welfare of children. What she has
never had is a real family. That changes when she meets and marries Lewis
Aiken, an exuberant surgeon fifteen years older than Anny. When they marry, she
finds her family—not a traditional one, but a group of Charleston childhood
friends who are inseparable, who are one another's surrogate family. They are
called the Scrubs, and they all, in some way, have the common cord of family.

Instantly upon meeting them at the old beach house on Sullivan's Island, which
they co-own, Anny knows that she has found home and family. They vow that,
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when the time comes, they will find a place where they can live together by the
sea.

Bad things begin to happen—a hurricane, a fire, deaths—but still the remaining
Scrubs cling together. They are watched over and bolstered by Camilla Curry, the
heart and core of their group, always the healer. Anny herself allows Camilla to
enfold and to care for her. It is the first time she has felt this kind of love and
support.
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