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Discover the power of communities and the transformative effect they have on

individuals and society.

Communities of Practice: Learning,
Meaning & Identity

Etienne Wenger

--?\ ‘.r

9

s

Kathleen Leroux
University of Ottawa
CMN 5150

Communities play a vital role in shaping our lives, providing a sense of belonging,
and creating a support network. They offer a space for individuals to come
together, share experiences, and engage in a collective action to bring about
positive change. In this article, we will explore the concept of communities

performance and practice, highlighting their significance in building strong and
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resilient communities. So, get ready to delve into the fascinating world of

communities and their transformative power!
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The Power of Communities

Communities, both online and offline, have the potential to bring people from
diverse backgrounds together, fostering a sense of unity and shared identity. The
interaction within communities enables individuals to learn from one another,
exchange knowledge, and challenge their own assumptions. It is within these

spaces that innovation thrives and ideas are birthed.

Studies have shown that individuals who actively participate in communities have
better mental health, increased happiness, and an improved overall well-being.
By being part of a community, individuals feel supported and valued, which leads
to a greater sense of purpose and connection. Moreover, communities provide a
platform to address common challenges, advocate for change, and amplify voices

that might otherwise go unheard.

The Role of Performance in Communities
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In the context of communities, performance can often be seen as a medium
through which individuals express themselves and communicate their values and
beliefs. Performance acts as a catalyst for social change, challenging established
norms and providing an avenue for individuals to assert their identity. It promotes
inclusivity, allowing individuals from all walks of life to share their stories and

advocate for their rights.

Community performance can take various forms, including theater, dance, music,
and visual arts. These artistic mediums enable communities to creatively engage
with social issues, spark conversations, and bring about a collective
understanding. Through performances, communities can foster empathy and

encourage dialogue, laying the groundwork for meaningful social transformation.

Enacting Communities - A Case Study

Let's take a closer look at a real-life example of communities performance and
practice in action. The XYZ Theatre Group, based in the heart of a vibrant city,
has been using theater as a means to empower marginalized communities and

give voice to their experiences.

The XYZ Theatre Group believes in the transformative power of theater and the
ability to enact change. They have collaborated with local community centers and
organizations to create plays based on the stories of individuals who have faced
adversity and struggle. These plays not only raise awareness about pressing
social issues but also aim to inspire action and build solidarity within the

community.

Through their performances, the XYZ Theatre Group has successfully engaged
the wider community, captivating audiences with powerful storytelling and

thought-provoking narratives. They have created a safe space for dialogue,



inviting the audience to reflect on their own experiences and challenge their

preconceived notions.

The impact of this community performance practice has been tremendous.
Individuals who previously felt marginalized and silenced now have a platform to
share their stories and be heard. The XYZ Theatre Group's initiative has sparked
conversations about social justice and mobilized the community towards

collective action.

The Path Forward

As we explore the potential of communities performance and practice, it becomes
evident that they are essential in creating a more inclusive and equitable society.
By providing individuals with a sense of belonging, a platform for expression, and
an opportunity to engage in collective action, communities empower individuals

and enable them to be agents of change.

It is crucial to recognize and support community organizations, like the XYZ
Theatre Group, that are actively working towards creating a space for
communities to thrive. By attending their performances, donating, and spreading

awareness, we can contribute to the growth and sustainability of such endeavors.

In , communities performance and practice are vital in enacting positive change.
Through creative expression and collective action, communities have the power
to transform lives, challenge societal norms, and build a more compassionate
world. So, let's take the first step towards building strong and vibrant

communities, together!
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This book examines how a predominantly negative view of community has
presented a challenge to critical analysis of community performance practice. The
concept of community as a form of class-based solidarity has been hollowed out
by postmodernism’s questioning of grand narratives and poststructuralism’s
celebration of difference. Alongside the critique of a notion of community has
been a critical re-signification of community, following the thinking of philosopher
Jean-Luc Nancy who conceives of community not as common being but as
being-in-common. The concept of community as being-in-common generates
questions that have been taken up by feminist geographers, J.K. Gibson-
Graham, in theorising a post-capitalist approach to community-based

development. These questions and approaches guide the analyses in researched
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case studies of community performance practice. The book revises theoretical

debates that have defined the field of community theatre and performance. It

asks how the critical re-signification of community aligns with these debates and,

at the same time, opens new modes of critical analysis of community theatre and

performance practice.
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