
Collected Wisdom And Practical Advice From
The Field Theatre In Education

In the field of education, theatre has long been recognized as a powerful tool for
learning. Through the medium of performance, students can engage with
complex concepts, explore different perspectives, and develop crucial skills such
as communication, empathy, and creativity. One particular approach that has
gained significant attention and success is Theatre in Education (TIE).

TIE is an interactive and participatory form of theatre that directly addresses
educational themes and issues. It typically involves professional theatre
companies visiting schools and delivering live performances, workshops, and
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discussions with students. The aim is to stimulate critical thinking, encourage
dialogue, and facilitate personal and social development.
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In order to provide a comprehensive understanding of TIE and its benefits, it is
essential to consult the collective wisdom and practical advice from those
experienced in the field. Through interviews and discussions with experts,
educators, and theatre practitioners, we have compiled a treasure trove of
insights that can help both beginners and seasoned professionals enhance their
TIE practice.

The Power of Immersion

One of the recurring themes in our conversations was the power of immersion in
TIE experiences. Many experts emphasized the transformative impact of fully
immersing students in the theatrical world. Whether it's stepping into character,
exploring another time or place, or experiencing real-life scenarios in a safe
environment, immersion allows students to empathize, connect, and engage with
the content on a deeper level.
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For TIE to be effective, it's important to create an environment that encourages
active participation from students. This can involve inviting students to join in the
performance, ask questions, and even contribute their own ideas and
perspectives. By breaking down the barrier between performers and audience,
students feel empowered and become co-creators of their learning experience.

The Role of Facilitation

Facilitation plays a crucial role in TIE. It is through effective facilitation that the
desired learning outcomes are achieved. Experts underscored the importance of
skilled facilitators who can guide discussions, encourage critical thinking, and
create a safe space for dialogue. Facilitators should foster an inclusive
environment where every voice is heard and respected.

Furthermore, facilitators should be adaptable and responsive to the unique needs
and dynamics of each group they work with. This requires a deep understanding
of the educational context, the individuals involved, and the desired learning
outcomes. Flexibility in delivering the content ensures that students are actively
engaged and the experience remains relevant and meaningful.

The Impact on Personal and Social Development
One of the most compelling aspects of TIE is its potential to foster personal and
social development. Through exploring different perspectives and engaging with
complex issues, students develop empathy, critical thinking, and communication
skills. TIE promotes qualities such as teamwork, cooperation, and respect for
others. These skills are not only beneficial within an academic setting, but also
invaluable in the real world.

Experts also highlighted the role of TIE in challenging stereotypes, breaking down
barriers, and promoting social justice. By addressing topics such as



discrimination, inequality, and prejudice, TIE can help students develop a more
inclusive and compassionate worldview. This is crucial, as it equips them to
navigate complex social dynamics and contribute positively to their communities.

Practical Tips for TIE Success

Based on the insights from our discussions, we have compiled a set of practical
tips for those looking to incorporate TIE into their educational practice:

1. Collaborate with professional theatre companies or experienced performers
who are well-versed in TIE methodology.

2. Ensure that the content and themes of the TIE program align with the
curriculum and educational goals.

3. Devote sufficient time for reflection and debriefing after the TIE experience,
allowing students to process their thoughts and emotions.

4. Encourage students to take an active role in the TIE experience, allowing
them to contribute their ideas and perspectives.

5. Create a safe and inclusive environment where all students feel comfortable
sharing their thoughts and engaging in discussions.

6. Continuously evaluate and adapt TIE programs to meet the evolving needs
of students and the educational context.

By following these tips, educators can harness the power of TIE to create
transformative and enriching learning experiences.

Theatre in Education is a valuable approach that brings learning to life through
the power of performance. By immersing students in engaging and thought-



provoking experiences, TIE stimulates critical thinking, fosters personal and
social development, and promotes empathy and collaboration.

By gathering the collected wisdom and practical advice from experts in the field,
this article has shed light on the key elements of successful TIE practice. By
incorporating these insights into their approach, educators can ensure that their
TIE programs have a lasting impact on students and contribute to a more
empathetic and inclusive society.
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From the success of Matilda on Broadway to the 2015 revival of Annie in movie
theatres, it’s clear that theatre with and for young people has widespread and
enduring appeal. Despite this, there is no contemporary guide designed for
playwriting for youth in professional and educational contexts.

In Playwriting and Young Audiences, Matt Omasta and Nicole B. Adkins put this
right. Providing a range of perspectives, the book collects the practical advice and
wisdom of seventy-five artists and practitioners. It is a deeply poignant account of
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those who have dedicated their lives to work that applauds the dignity and depth
of young people.
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