
Cole Porter: The Musical Genius Behind the
Greatest Showtunes

If you've ever found yourself humming along to the iconic tunes of classic
musicals like "Anything Goes" or "Kiss Me, Kate," you can thank the legendary
composer and songwriter, Cole Porter. His unforgettable melodies and witty lyrics
have charmed audiences for decades, solidifying his position as one of the
greatest musical talents of the 20th century.

About Cole Porter

Born on June 9, 1891, in Peru, Indiana, Cole Albert Porter displayed a
remarkable talent for music from an early age. Encouraged by his mother, he
began piano lessons at the age of six and quickly became proficient. As a

http://indexdiscoveries.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcGR3N05WU0V5ZGhZYytCV0UzZEV6R2lEZ1o1Q1k5VTQ3ZUNMU1Y4SDVtcWllRTlWaDY4QXgxcHQwVVMzWTR3TGE=:f4.pdf


teenager, he attended the Worcester Academy in Massachusetts, where he
further honed his musical skills.
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After graduating from Yale University, Porter set his sights on pursuing a career in
music. He moved to New York City, where he found success as a composer and
lyricist. Porter's sensual melodies and sophisticated wordplay earned him a
reputation as an innovator in the world of musical theatre.

The Rise to Stardom

In the 1920s and 1930s, Cole Porter established himself as a leading figure on
Broadway, writing hit after hit. His stylish compositions were embraced by both
audiences and critics alike, garnering him numerous accolades throughout his
career.

Porter's most famous works include the timeless classics "Night and Day," "I Get
a Kick Out of You," and "Begin the Beguine." These songs, known for their
unforgettable melodies and clever lyrics, have become an integral part of the
American musical canon.
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One of Porter's most successful collaborations was with the renowned actress
and singer Ethel Merman. Together, they created the sensational musical
"Anything Goes" in 1934, which remains one of the most beloved shows of all
time. The show's title song, with its catchy tune and playful lyrics, perfectly
encapsulates Porter's unique style.

A Life Full of Glamour and Intrigue

Beyond his musical achievements, Cole Porter lived a life filled with glamour and
intrigue. He was known for his flamboyant personality and impeccable sense of
fashion, always seen in the finest tailored suits and tuxedos. His social circle
included Hollywood stars, aristocrats, and influential figures from the worlds of art
and literature.

However, Porter's personal life was not without its struggles. He faced societal
pressures due to his homosexuality, which was considered taboo during his time.
Despite the challenges, Porter never shied away from celebrating his true self,
often addressing themes of romance and desire in his songs with understated
subtlety and clever wordplay.

The Legacy Lives On

Cole Porter's influence on popular music and musical theatre cannot be
overstated. His timeless melodies and sophisticated lyrics continue to inspire and
entertain audiences around the world. Countless artists have covered his songs,
ensuring that Porter's musical legacy endures.

In 1990, writer and music critic William McBrien immortalized Cole Porter's life
and career in his acclaimed biography, "Cole Porter: A Biography." McBrien's
meticulous research and insightful storytelling provide a comprehensive and
intimate portrait of the man behind the music.



Through his biography, McBrien explores Porter's creative process, shedding light
on the inspirations and influences that shaped his iconic compositions. From
Porter's artistic development to his complex personal life, McBrien offers readers
a captivating journey into the world of one of music's greatest geniuses.

So, the next time you find yourself transported by the enchanting melodies of
Cole Porter's timeless showtunes, take a moment to appreciate the genius
behind the music. Dive into the world of Cole Porter and William McBrien's
biography and discover the many layers of talent and artistry that made Cole
Porter an immortal figure in the pantheon of musical legends.
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In his life and in his music, Cole Porter was the top—the pinnacle of wit and
sophistication. From the 1910s through the ‘50s, from Yale pep rallies through the
Broadway triumphs of Anything Goes and Kiss Me, Kate, he delighted audiences
with a glittering torrent of song: “I Get a Kick Out of You.” “Night and Day,” “Love
for Sale,” and “Just One of Those Things.” The bright surface of these gems—
their catchy melodies and ingenious lyrics—made them instant pop hits. Their
more subtle qualities and their musical and emotional depth have made them
lasting standards, among the greatest glories of the American songbook.
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In Cole Porter, William McBrien has thoroughly captured the creator of these
songs, whose life was one not only of wealth and privilege but also of tragedy,
secrecy, and courage. A prodigal young man, Porter found his aesthetic and
emotional anchor in a long, loving, if sexless marriage, while continuing to
maintain many discreet affairs with men. In 1937, at the height of his success, he
suffered a near-fatal riding accident; his last eighteen years were marked by pain,
drugs, and repeated operations on his legs, years of physical agony but
unstinting artistic achievement. Here is the book that Porter’s fans have long
hoped for—a life that informs the great music and lyrics though illuminating
glimpses of the hidden, complicated, private man.
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