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In the vast expanses of the 19th-century American west, few adventures were as

audacious and transformative as the historic Lewis and Clark Expedition. Led by
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Captain Meriwether Lewis and Second Lieutenant William Clark, this
unprecedented journey laid the groundwork for westward expansion, opened up
new trade routes, and forever changed the course of American history. Amidst the
chronicles of this monumental expedition, one name stands out: Augustus

Pelletier.

Augustus Pelletier, a French-Canadian traveler and cartographer, accompanied
Lewis and Clark on their epic journey. His journal, aptly titled "Blazing West," is a
remarkable firsthand account of the trials, triumphs, and encounters that defined

this pioneering exploration.
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An Eyewitness Account of Untamed Landscapes

Pelletier's journal vividly portrays the awe-inspiring landscapes encountered by
the expedition. From the rugged beauty of the Rocky Mountains to the wild
majesty of the Columbia River, his detailed descriptions capture the essence of

the American West in its unspoiled state.
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As readers traverse the pages, they are transported to a world unlike any other,
with Pelletier's words painting vivid images of untamed rivers, towering cliffs, and
vast prairies. It is through his eyes that we witness the unfolding discovery of an

untamed wilderness.

Native American Encounters: A Glimpse into Cultures

One of the most captivating aspects of Pelletier's journal is his encounters with
Native American tribes along the way. Through his observations, we gain a
unique understanding of the diverse cultures, traditions, and languages that

populated the western regions.

Pelletier's detailed accounts of interactions with tribes such as the Shoshone,
Mandan, and Nez Perce provide valuable insights into their way of life, customs,
and the challenges they faced. His writings offer a bridge between two vastly
different worlds, fostering a deeper appreciation for the rich tapestry of

indigenous peoples in America.

Dangers, Hardships, and Sacrifices: The True Price of Exploration

While the Lewis and Clark Expedition is often romanticized, "Blazing West"
provides a refreshing dose of reality. Pelletier does not shy away from describing
the dangers and hardships the explorers faced. The harsh winters, physical

exhaustion, illnesses, and encounters with wild animals all take their toll.

Pelletier's frank account reminds us that exploration is not simply an adventure; it
comes with sacrifices. The journal acts as a testament to the resilience and
determination of those who paved the way for future generations to explore the

wild unknown.

Preserving History and Inspiring Future Explorers



Augustus Pelletier's "Blazing West" is more than just a historical artifact. It is a
gateway to an era long past, transporting readers to a time when the western

frontier was yet to be tamed.

As we delve into the pages of Pelletier's journal, we find ourselves not only
immersed in the history of a remarkable expedition but inspired to explore the
world around us. Through his eyes, we remind ourselves of the importance of
embracing the unknown, encountering new cultures, and preserving the wonders

of the natural world.

Today, "Blazing West" stands as a testament to human curiosity and the desire to
traverse beyond the known. It is an invitation for aspiring adventurers and history
enthusiasts alike to delve into the remarkable account of Augustus Pelletier and

join him on his uncharted journey through the heart of the American West.
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Newbery Honor author Kathryn Lasky's exciting JOURNAL OF AUGUSTUS
PELLETIER is now in paperback with a dynamic repackaging!
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Fourteen-year-old Augustus, half French, half Omaha Indian, sets out to proof
himself worthy of Lewis and Clark on their great adventure of discovery. He
follows the explorers for two hundred miles before making his presence known to
the commanding captain of the Corps of Discovery, Meriwether Lewis, himself.
Gus's ability to read and write makes him useful to the explorers, and he starts to
keep a record of their travels. But traveling west isn't easy, and the company
faces constant danger. Is Augustus a tough enough explorer to survive such

hardships?
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