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The Early Years

In the early 1900s, the automotive industry was rapidly growing, and one man

saw its immense potential before anyone else. Billy Durant, a charismatic and
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ambitious entrepreneur, would soon become a household name in the automobile
industry, forever changing the landscape of transportation with the creation of

General Motors.

Rise to Prominence

Born on December 8, 1861, in Boston, Massachusetts, Durant had a natural
business acumen from a young age. He started his career by organizing a
carriage company, but it wasn't until he entered the automobile industry that his

true potential was unleashed.
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In 1904, Durant acquired Buick Motor Company, a floundering automaker at the
time. Talented in both business strategy and marketing, Durant turned Buick into
a success story, expanding its production and increasing its sales dramatically.

His visionary leadership led him to form General Motors in 1908 and serve as its

first president.
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Innovations and Expansion

Under Durant's leadership, General Motors quickly gained prominence in the
automotive industry. He implemented innovative production processes, such as
the creation of vehicle platforms, which allowed for easier mass production and
reduced costs. This enabled General Motors to offer affordable cars to the

masses, revolutionizing transportation as we knew it.

Additionally, Durant pursued a strategy of acquiring smaller automakers and
incorporating them into the General Motors empire. This led to the creation of
renowned brands such as Chevrolet, Cadillac, and Pontiac. By consolidating
these companies under one umbrella, Durant streamlined operations, centralized

resources, and increased market share.

Challenges and Downfall

While Durant's ambition and innovation brought General Motors to great heights,
he also faced numerous struggles throughout his career. In 1910, Durant lost
control of General Motors due to financial difficulties. However, undeterred by this
setback, he orchestrated a comeback by forming a new company, Chevrolet,

which he later merged with General Motors.

Unfortunately, Durant's overzealous expansion and high-risk investments
eventually led to his downfall. As the Great Depression hit in the 1930s, Durant
faced significant financial difficulties, and in 1936, he was forced out of General

Motors for good.

Legacy and Impact

Despite his tumultuous career, Billy Durant left an indelible mark on the
automobile industry. His visionary approach to business paved the way for

modern automotive production, bringing cars within reach of the average



consumer. General Motors, under his guidance, became one of the most

influential and successful companies in the world.

Durant's impact extends beyond General Motors. His entrepreneurial spirit and
risk-taking mindset have inspired countless individuals in the business world. His
legacy serves as a reminder of the power of innovation, determination, and

tenacity in achieving ambitious goals.

In

Billy Durant, the creator of General Motors, was a pioneer in the automotive
industry, transforming transportation and leaving an enduring legacy. Through his
visionary leadership and innovative strategies, Durant revolutionized the way cars
were produced and marketed, ultimately establishing General Motors as a

powerhouse in the industry.
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Praise for the first edition:
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"A fascinating book [and] a sympathetic look at the man who glued General
Motors together and in the process made Flint one of the great industrial centers

of America."

---Detroit Free Press

"It is refreshing to report that Billy Durant is one of the best researched books

dealing with an automotive giant."

---Antique Automobile

"Billy Durant fills in a masterly way the only important void remaining concerning

the work of the motorcar pioneers."

---Richard Crabb, author of Birth of a Giant: The Men and Incidents That Gave

America the Motorcar

What explains Billy Durant's powerful influence on the auto industry during its
early days? And why, given Durant's impact, has he been nearly forgotten for

decades?

In search of answers to these questions, Lawrence Gustin interviewed Durant's
widow, who provided a wealth of previously unpublished autobiographical notes,
letters, and personal papers. Gustin also interviewed two of Durant's personal
secretaries and others who had known and worked with the man who created
General Motors. The result is the amazing account of the mastermind behind
what would become, as the twentieth century progressed, the world's largest

company.
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