
Best Easy Day Hikes: Seattle - Explore the
Emerald City's Natural Beauty

Seattle, known as the Emerald City, is not just famous for its iconic Space Needle
and thriving music scene. It is also surrounded by stunning natural landscapes
that offer some of the best hiking opportunities in the Pacific Northwest. Whether
you are a novice hiker or an experienced outdoors enthusiast, Seattle has a
multitude of easy day hikes that allow you to escape the hustle and bustle of the
city and immerse yourself in the beauty of the great outdoors.

1. Discovery Park Loop Trail
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Located on the shores of Puget Sound, Discovery Park is the largest park in
Seattle and offers a variety of trails suitable for all skill levels. The Loop Trail is a
popular choice for an easy day hike, providing breathtaking views of the Olympic
Mountains, the Cascade Range, and the city skyline. The trail takes you through
lush forests, sandy beaches, and meadows, allowing you to connect with nature
without venturing too far from downtown Seattle.

2. Rattlesnake Ledge
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Located about 30 miles east of downtown Seattle, Rattlesnake Ledge offers a
rewarding hike with stunning panoramic views of the surrounding mountains and
the picturesque Rattlesnake Lake. The trail is well-maintained and relatively easy,
making it a great choice for families and beginners. The highlight of this hike is
reaching the summit and enjoying a well-deserved picnic while taking in the
breathtaking scenery.

3. Twin Falls Trail
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If you are looking for a hike that combines magnificent waterfalls with scenic
trails, Twin Falls Trail is the perfect choice. Located in the Olallie State Park, this
easy 2.6-mile hike takes you through lush forests and across wooden bridges
before leading you to the impressive Twin Falls. The trail is well-marked and
offers several viewpoints where you can marvel at the power and beauty of the
cascading water.

4. Mailbox Peak



While most consider Mailbox Peak to be a challenging hike, there is an easier
route known as the Old Trail that offers a less strenuous option. The hike takes
you through beautiful forests and offers occasional glimpses of stunning views as
you ascend gradually towards the summit. Once you reach the top, you will be
rewarded with panoramic vistas of the surrounding mountains and valleys. Don't
forget to leave a note or sign the mailbox at the summit to mark your
achievement!
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5. Mount Si

Mount Si is a popular hiking destination located just outside of North Bend, about
30 miles east of Seattle. While the full trail is considered a moderate to difficult
hike, the first 1.5 miles to the Lower Mount Si Trail can be enjoyed by hikers of all
skill levels. The trail takes you through dense forests and rewards you with
stunning viewpoints of the Snoqualmie Valley and the surrounding peaks. Make
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sure to bring your camera along for this one, as the photo opportunities are
endless!

Seattle's natural beauty is not limited to its city limits. With an abundance of easy
day hikes just a short drive away, residents and visitors can easily escape the
urban environment and immerse themselves in nature. Whether you prefer scenic
coastal trails, impressive waterfalls, or panoramic mountain views, Seattle has
something for everyone. So put on your hiking boots, pack some snacks, and
embark on an adventure to discover the hidden gems of the Emerald City's hiking
trails!
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Surrounded by water, islands and mountains, Seattle ranks among the most
scenic cities in North America. With miles of trails in the city and surrounding
area, Seattle hikers can enjoy everything from urban hikes with spectacular views
to quiet treks through old growth forests. Best Easy Day Hikes Seattle shares
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seventeen of the best trails Seattle has to offer, all within an hour's drive of
downtown Seattle. With this book, you can discover the unmatched view of the
city skyline from Duwamish Head, watch the constant parade of boat traffic as
you stroll along the Ship Canal, or explore the nature-rich forests of Cascade
foothills. With concise trail descriptions, driving directions, and detailed maps for
half-hour strolls to half-day adventures, this handy pocket-size guidebook is for
everyone, including families.
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