
Ayutthaya 20 Must See Attractions Thailand
The historic city of Ayutthaya, located just north of Bangkok, is a must-visit
destination for history enthusiasts and those seeking to immerse themselves in
the rich cultural heritage of Thailand. Once the capital of the Kingdom of Siam,
Ayutthaya is renowned for its ancient temples, magnificent architecture, and
captivating ruins that date back to the 14th century.

With so much to explore and discover, here are 20 must-see attractions in
Ayutthaya, Thailand:

1. Ayutthaya Historical Park

The Ayutthaya Historical Park is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and the heart of
Ayutthaya's cultural and historical significance. It features numerous temples,
palaces, and statues that offer a glimpse into the city's glorious past.
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2. Wat Mahathat
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One of the most iconic and photographed sites in Ayutthaya, Wat Mahathat is
known for its famous Buddha head entwined in tree roots. This temple is a true
testament to the city's beauty and spiritual significance.

3. Wat Ratchaburana

Constructed in the 14th century, Wat Ratchaburana is a temple with a rich history
and exquisite architecture. Visitors can explore the underground crypt and admire
the stunning views from the top of the temple.

4. Wat Phra Si Sanphet

Once the holiest temple in the Kingdom of Siam, Wat Phra Si Sanphet houses
three large sitting Buddha statues, representing the past, present, and future. The
temple's grandeur and elegance are truly awe-inspiring.

5. Wat Yai Chai Mongkhon

Wat Yai Chai Mongkhon is a monastery known for its towering pagoda and large
reclining Buddha statue. Visitors can climb to the top of the pagoda for panoramic
views of Ayutthaya.

6. Ayutthaya Elephant Palace

Experience the majesty of Thai elephants at the Ayutthaya Elephant Palace.
Visitors can learn about the history of elephants in Thai culture, ride an elephant,
or even volunteer at the sanctuary.

7. Ayutthaya Floating Market

Peruse the vibrant stalls of the Ayutthaya Floating Market and indulge in authentic
Thai street food. The market offers a unique experience, allowing visitors to
immerse themselves in the local culture and flavors.



8. Ayutthaya Night Market

When the sun goes down, Ayutthaya Night Market comes alive with a variety of
food stalls, vendors selling handicrafts, and live performances. It's a perfect place
to soak up the bustling atmosphere and try local delicacies.

9. Chao Sam Phraya National Museum

For history buffs, the Chao Sam Phraya National Museum is a treasure trove of
artifacts and exhibits showcasing Ayutthaya's storied past. It's a great place to
gain a deeper understanding of the city's heritage.

10. Elephantstay

Elephantstay is not just an opportunity to interact with elephants but also a
chance to support their conservation efforts. Visitors can spend the day learning
about elephant care and even stay overnight at the sanctuary.

11. Bang Pa-In Royal Palace

A short distance from Ayutthaya is the stunning Bang Pa-In Royal Palace. The
palace complex features a mix of Thai, Chinese, and European architectural
styles set amidst beautifully manicured gardens and tranquil ponds.

12. Wat Lokayasutharam

Wat Lokayasutharam is home to one of the largest reclining Buddha statues in
Ayutthaya. The statue measures an impressive 37 meters in length and is a sight
to behold.

13. Wat Chaiwatthanaram

Known for its striking prang (Khmer-style tower) and picturesque riverside
location, Wat Chaiwatthanaram is a must-see temple in Ayutthaya. Sunset views



from this temple are particularly breathtaking.

14. Wat Phanan Choeng

Located just across the Chao Phraya River, Wat Phanan Choeng is an active
temple with a significant Buddha statue that attracts worshippers from all over
Thailand. The peaceful ambiance here is perfect for reflection and meditation.

15. Wat Phu Khao Thong

Standing tall on a hill, Wat Phu Khao Thong offers panoramic views of
Ayutthaya's beautiful landscape. The temple's golden chedi and serene
surroundings make it a stunning attraction.

16. Thai Boat Museum

Discover Ayutthaya's maritime history at the Thai Boat Museum, where traditional
Thai boats and artifacts are on display. The museum provides insights into the
vital role rivers played in the city's development.

17. Ayutthaya Elephant Camp

Ayutthaya Elephant Camp offers visitors a chance to learn about elephant
welfare, interact with these gentle creatures, and even enjoy an elephant ride
through the lush jungle surroundings.

18. Ayothaya Floating Market and Elephant Village

Combining the ambiance of a traditional floating market with the charm of
Ayutthaya's elephants, the Ayothaya Floating Market and Elephant Village is an
immersive cultural experience not to be missed.

19. Wat Suwan Dararam



Wat Suwan Dararam is a beautiful temple known for its tranquil gardens and
stunning architecture. This lesser-known attraction offers a peaceful respite from
the bustling crowds.

20. Ayutthaya Ancient Palace

The Ayutthaya Ancient Palace was once the royal residence of the Siamese
monarchs. Today, visitors can explore its vast grounds, admire the intricate
details, and imagine the grandeur that once filled the palace halls.

A trip to Ayutthaya is like stepping back in time. With its rich history, awe-inspiring
temples, and cultural treasures, this ancient city is a testament to Thailand's
fascinating past. Whether you're an avid history buff, a culture enthusiast, or
simply seeking a unique and captivating travel experience, Ayutthaya's many
attractions are sure to amaze and delight.
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Magnificent towers reach to the sky around you as you step back into history.
Slowly you walk past temples that was once part of the largest city in the world in
the 1700s. An Ancient city filled with mysticism and over 400 temples and 3
golden laden palaces. Water canals, bridges and floating pavilions grace the
area.

See the island city of Ayutthaya that was once the capital of Siam, and the trading
hub of the world. With more than 90 attractions listed as UNESCO World
Heritage Sites, you may be lost at what to see. Let world traveler and author,
Anton Swanepoel guide you to the best attraction in this ancient city of wonders.

With this guide you will easily find your way to the best places and temples to
see, and maximize your time in Thailand.

Covered in this book:

A short description of the ancient city Ayutthaya.

Entry fees and the operating times for attractions where applicable.

GPS Coordinates to attractions.

How to arrange your time to visit the best attractions.

20 Must see attractions plus 6 bonus attraction to see.

If you are thinking of visiting Thailand and want the best attractions not to miss in
Ayutthaya, the temple city near Bangkok, then this guide book is for you.

Get Your copy today
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