
Aurelian And The Third Century Roman
Imperial Biographies

Welcome, history enthusiasts! Today, we embark on a fascinating journey into the
intriguing life of Aurelian, a remarkable figure from the third century Roman
Empire. Aurelian's story is one of triumph, turmoil, and transformation. Through
this article, we will explore his background, ascension to power, notable
achievements, and legacy, shedding light on the captivating world of Roman
imperial biographies.

Aurelian's Rise to Power

Aurelian was born in the province of Moesia (modern-day Bulgaria) around 214
AD. Little is known about his early years, but his military skills captured the
attention of Emperor Gallienus. Aurelian proved himself in multiple campaigns
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against invading barbarians, earning the trust and admiration of his fellow
soldiers.
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When Gallienus was assassinated in 268 AD, Aurelian's troops proclaimed him
emperor. As the new ruler, he faced a colossal task of stabilizing the empire,
which was on the brink of collapse due to external threats and internal strife.

Restoring the Roman Empire

Aurelian's first priority was to restore the integrity of the Roman Empire. He swiftly
took action, decisively defeating various invading forces and reclaiming lost
territories. His military campaigns earned him the title "Restitutor Orbis" (Restorer
of the World), emphasizing his crucial role in preserving the empire's power.

One of Aurelian's most significant achievements was the reconquest of the
breakaway Gallic Empire, led by Tetricus and his co-emperor son. In a pivotal
battle, Aurelian's army triumphed, and Tetricus surrendered. This momentous
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event unified the Roman Empire once again, marking a turning point in Aurelian's
reign.

Aurelian's Administrative Reforms

Recognizing the importance of efficient administration, Aurelian initiated
numerous reforms to address the internal chaos that plagued the empire. He
sought to centralize power and streamline governance, ultimately strengthening
the authority of the emperor.

Aurelian implemented economic policies to revive the struggling Roman
economy. He established new trade routes, encouraged agricultural production,
and reformed taxation practices. Under his reign, the empire's finances improved,
alleviating the burden on its citizens.

Building the Walls of Aurelian

Aurelian's most enduring architectural legacy is the construction of the famous
Walls of Aurelian in Rome. These fortified walls encircled the city, providing
protection against potential threats and serving as a symbol of power and
grandeur. The walls also had practical purposes, controlling the flow of goods and
people, further facilitating the stability and security of the empire.



Aurelian's Legacy

Aurelian's reign was relatively short-lived, lasting just over five years. However,
his impact on the Roman Empire was profound and enduring. Through his
military victories and administrative reforms, Aurelian restored stability, unity, and
confidence in the empire.

Despite his achievements, Aurelian met a tragic end. In 275 AD, he was
assassinated by members of his own staff, but his contributions to the Roman
Empire remained immortal.

It is through the meticulous preservation of historical accounts, primarily through
Roman imperial biographies, that we are able to understand and appreciate the
significance of figures like Aurelian in shaping the course of history.
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The Power of Roman Imperial Biographies

Roman imperial biographies offer invaluable insights into the lives of emperors,
shedding light on their character, actions, and influence. These biographies often
served political purposes, praising the virtues and achievements of the ruling
emperors while subtly criticizing their predecessors or rivals.
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They were instrumental in molding public perception, shaping the collective
memory of rulers, and legitimizing their actions and authority.

Moreover, Roman imperial biographies provide us with a window into the socio-
political climate of ancient Rome, unraveling the complexities, rivalries, and
power struggles that defined the period.

Aurelian, the valiant restorer of the Roman Empire, remains one of the most
captivating figures of the third century. His transformative reign and enduring
legacy showcase the immense power of determined leadership, military prowess,
and administrative acumen.

Roman imperial biographies allow us to delve into the lives of these extraordinary
individuals, providing us with invaluable historical records that shape our
understanding of ancient Rome and the complexities of imperial rule.

So, let us continue to explore the annals of history, delving deeper into the
captivating world of Aurelian and the third century Roman imperial biographies,
appreciating the profound impact they have had on shaping the course of
civilization.
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Aurelian and the Third Century provides a re-evaluation, in the light of recent
scholarship, of the difficulties facing the Roman empire in the AD 260s and 270s,
concentrating upon the reign of the Emperor Aurelian and his part in summoning
them.

With  examining the situation in the mid third century, the book is divided into two
parts:

* Part 1: deals chronologically with the military and political events of the period
from 268 to 276
* Part 2: analyzes the other achievements and events of Aurelian's reign and
assesses their importance.

A key supplement to the study of the Roman Empire.
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