
Aspar And The Struggle For The Eastern
Roman Empire: a Tale of Intrigue and Power in
AD 421-471
Welcome to the epic story of Aspar and his indelible mark on the Eastern Roman
Empire from AD 421 to 471. In this captivating article, we will delve into the
struggles, intrigues, and power dynamics that defined this pivotal period in the
empire's history.

The Rise of Aspar: A Man Bound to Destiny

Born in AD 395, Aspar, a Gothic nobleman, would become an influential figure in
the Eastern Roman Empire. As a trusted and capable general, he earned the
respect and admiration of Emperor Theodosius II, who saw in him a loyal ally to
safeguard the empire's eastern frontiers.

However, Aspar's ascent to power was marked by internal strife within the
empire. Emperor Theodosius II, swayed by Aspar's military prowess, elevated
him to the position of magister militum per Orientem, bestowing upon him
extensive military authority and influence.
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The Struggle with Political Rivals

Despite his military successes, Aspar's rise to power was not absence of
challenges. The Byzantine court was a hotbed of political intrigue, and Aspar
found himself facing opposition from various factions. Most notably, the powerful
eunuch chamberlain Chrysaphius proved to be a formidable adversary.

Chrysaphius, seeking to consolidate his own power, aimed to undermine Aspar's
influence by instigating conflicts and rivalries within the empire. Aspar, ever
vigilant, skillfully navigated these treacherous waters, strengthening his ties with
influential factions, and countering Chrysaphius' plots.

The Battle for the Western Roman Empire

Aspar's ambitions were not limited to the Eastern Roman Empire. In AD 455, he
orchestrated the rise of Emperor Marcian, a puppet ruler whom he could easily
manipulate to further his own goals.

Aspar's ultimate objective was to restore the unity of the Roman Empire by
asserting control over the decaying Western Roman Empire. However, his
attempts to influence Western affairs were met with fierce resistance from the
barbarian kingdoms that had carved out territories in Western Roman lands.

The Rise of Rome's Last Great General: Aetius

Aspar's plans to assert control over the Western Roman Empire encountered a
formidable obstacle in the form of Flavius Aetius, a skilled general who
possessed unyielding loyalty to the Western Roman cause.
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The conflict between Aspar and Aetius became a struggle for supremacy, as the
two generals engaged in a series of intense battles and political maneuverings.
Aetius, backed by his Hunnic allies, effectively thwarted Aspar's advances, forcing
him to retreat.

The Downfall of Aspar: A Wrought with Irony

Aspar's ambitions and influence eventually led to his downfall. Despite his military
successes and political acumen, Aspar's Gothic origins became a source of
growing unease within the Eastern Roman Empire.

In an attempt to alleviate these concerns, Aspar urged Emperor Leo I to marry his
daughter to him. However, Leo I, suspicious of Aspar's intentions and growing
power, plotted to eliminate the Gothic general instead. In AD 471, Aspar was
assassinated by Leo I's loyalists, ultimately bringing an end to his remarkable
career.

The Legacy of Aspar

Aspar's legacy lives on as a testament to the interplay of power, ambition, and
destiny within the Eastern Roman Empire. His rise to prominence, struggles
against political rivals, and ultimately tragic demise paint a complex picture of an
era steeped in intrigue and power struggles.

While Aspar did not succeed in his ambitious quest to unite the Eastern and
Western Roman Empires, his impact on the political dynamics and power
structures of the Eastern Roman Empire cannot be understated.

The story of Aspar is one of relentless ambition set against a backdrop of political
intrigue and military might. His rise from a Gothic nobleman to a powerful figure in



the Eastern Roman Empire showcases the complexity and challenges of
navigating the treacherous waters of Byzantine politics.

Despite encountering fierce opposition and meeting an untimely demise, Aspar's
legacy endures as a symbol of the struggles and aspirations that defined the
Eastern Roman Empire in the fifth century. The tale of Aspar and the struggle for
the Eastern Roman Empire AD 421-471 stands as a captivating narrative of
power, ambition, and the relentless pursuit of destiny.
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The first full-length biography in English of Aspar, the eastern Roman general and
statesman, this book explores his central role in the history and politics of the
fragmenting Roman Empire in the fifth century. It also considers what his life and
career may suggest as to the differing fates of the eastern and western parts of
the empire.

Taking a chronological approach, Bleeker guides us through what is known of
Aspar's life and his changing influence in the eastern Roman army and court.
Born and raised in Constantinople, Aspar primarily viewed and presented himself
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as a Roman general, consul, and senator. Yet he also stood outside the Roman
mainstream in two important ways–as a member of the empire's “barbarian”
military leadership and as a devout Arian Christian. Early chapters treat his
formative military experiences with the Persians, a Roman usurper in Italy, the
Vandals in Africa, and the Huns of Attila, while later chapters focus on Aspar's
political role in resolving the two imperial succession crises that struck the
eastern Roman empire in the mid-fifth century and his extended struggle to
control the succession to Leo I.

Bleeker builds on earlier studies in three ways. First, previous work has largely
concentrated on the role of “barbarian” generals in the western Roman empire,
while much less attention has been paid to similar figures (such as Aspar) in the
east. Secondly, while important recent work has explored the prevalence of
“child-emperors” in the late-fourth and early-fifth centuries, this book suggests a
further evolution of the imperial role in the mid-fifth century. Finally, while previous
studies of this period have focused on Aspar's late career role in the succession
struggles, a full study allows us to see how and why his relations with other key
figures within and outside the eastern Roman government changed over the
course of his lengthy career.
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