An Introduction To Common Orchids Of
Western Australia

Orchids are some of the most captivating and diverse flowering plants in the

world. With their vibrant colors, intricate patterns, and exotic fragrances, orchids
have long been valued for their beauty and elegance. Western Australia, with its
diverse landscapes and favorable climate, is home to a wide variety of orchid
species. In this article, we will introduce you to some of the common orchids
found in Western Australia, their unique characteristics, and the regions in which

they thrive.
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1. Caladenia

The Caladenia genus, commonly known as spider orchids, is one of the largest
orchid genera in Western Australia. These fascinating and unique orchids often
have bizarre-shaped flowers resembling insects or spiders. The Caladenia
orchids thrive in sandy or gravelly soils, and their flowering season varies

depending on the species.
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One of the most iconic Caladenia species is the Queen of Sheba Orchid
(Caladenia fitzgeraldii), which features a vibrant pink and white flower with

delicate petals. It is often found in the coastal regions of Western Australia.

2. Diuris

The Diuris genus, commonly known as donkey orchids, is another diverse group

of orchids found in Western Australia. These orchids are known for their
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distinctive yellow or purple flowers with intricate patterns. The Diuris orchids
typically grow in well-drained soils and can be found in a variety of habitats,

including woodlands, heaths, and granite outcrops.

© Lyn Alcock

A notable species in the Diuris genus is the Donkey Orchid (Diuris magnifica),
which showcases stunning yellow flowers with red and brown markings. This

orchid is often found in the southwest region of Western Australia.
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3. Pterostylis

The Pterostylis genus, commonly known as greenhood orchids, consists of over
100 species, making it one of the largest orchid genera in the country. These
orchids are named for the distinctive hood-like flower structure they possess. The

Pterostylis orchids are terrestrial and can be found in various habitats, including

forests, heaths, and swamps.
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One of the most striking orchids in the Pterostylis genus is the Jug Orchid
(Pterostylis recurva), which features a unique curved flower with a greenish color.

This orchid is commonly found in the south coastal regions of Western Australia.

4. Thelymitra

The Thelymitra genus, commonly known as sun orchids, is a diverse group of
orchids found throughout Western Australia. These orchids are known for their
large, showy flowers and vibrant colors, ranging from deep blues and purples to
bright yellows and pinks. The Thelymitra orchids are generally found in open

habitats such as coastal dunes, woodlands, and grasslands.



An impressive species in the Thelymitra genus is the Queen of Sheba Orchid
(Thelymitra variegata), which showcases beautiful blue flowers with hints of pink.
This orchid is often found in the southern regions of Western Australia and is a

true icon of the region.

5. Glossodia
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The Glossodia genus, commonly known as waxlips, is a smaller group of orchids
found in Western Australia. These orchids are characterized by their delicate and
wax-like flowers, usually shades of purple, white, or pink. The Glossodia orchids
typically grow in sandy or rocky soils and can be found in various habitats,

including woodlands and coastal areas.

A noteworthy species in the Glossodia genus is the Waxlip Orchid (Glossodia

major), which features stunning dark purple flowers with white lips. This orchid is
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commonly found in the southwestern regions of Western Australia.

In

Western Australia is home to a spectacular array of orchid species, each with its
own unique beauty and charm. From the vibrant spider orchids of the Caladenia
genus to the intricate donkey orchids of the Diuris genus, there is a wealth of
diversity to be discovered in the region. Whether you are a passionate orchid
enthusiast or simply appreciate the natural wonders of the world, exploring the
common orchids of Western Australia is an experience like no other. So next time
you find yourself in this captivating part of the world, keep an eye out for these

mesmerizing species and let their enchanting beauty captivate your senses.
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This e-book is intended for the holiday maker as an to the orchids that can be
found in Western Australia. This book only contains some examples of the
enormous number of species to be found. The species illustrated are a selection
of those that one could be expected to find with ease. It is the hope of the author
that this e—book will add to the enjoyment of those travelling in Western Australia

and will enable identification of some common species of orchid and will awaken
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an interest in wildflowers in Western Australia and in particular an interest in the

orchid family. Information on the classification of orchids and details of the

common genera are given.

All photographs in this e-book are original and have been taken in the wild by the

author. The photographs are in colour and are best viewed with a colour e-reader.

2nd edition with updated content.
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