
70 Taj Mahal Facts That You Should Know
The Taj Mahal, an architectural marvel and one of the Seven Wonders of the
World, is a masterpiece that leaves visitors in awe. With its grandeur and intricate
design, there is always something new to learn about this iconic monument. In
this article, we will explore 70 fascinating facts about the Taj Mahal that you may
not be aware of.

1. Symbol of Undying Love

The Taj Mahal was built by Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan as a mausoleum for his
beloved wife, Mumtaz Mahal. It is a symbol of their eternal love and is often
referred to as the "Epitome of Love".

2. White Marble Wonder

The entire monument is made of white marble brought from various regions of
India. The material used to construct the Taj Mahal weighs over 32 million
kilograms!
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3. Mosaic Inlay

The Taj Mahal is adorned with exquisite decorations made of precious and semi-
precious stones. The intricate floral patterns are created by inlaying the stones
into the marble.

4. Architecture Influences

The Taj Mahal showcases a fusion of various architectural styles, mainly Persian,
Indian, and Islamic. This amalgamation of influences makes it a unique
masterpiece.

5. Symmetrical Design

The Taj Mahal follows a symmetrical design in every aspect. It is perfectly
balanced, providing a sense of harmony and tranquility to its viewers.

6. Timeless Construction

It took approximately 20,000 workers and 22 years to complete the construction
of the Taj Mahal. The sheer dedication and craftsmanship involved in its creation
are remarkable.

7. Minarets for Support

The four minarets surrounding the main dome were not just added for aesthetic
purposes. They were designed to provide structural support and protect the
monument from potential earthquakes.

8. Changing Colors
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The color of the Taj Mahal changes depending on the time of the day. It appears
light pink in the morning, milky white during daylight, and golden in the moonlight.

9. Gardens of Paradise

The expansive gardens surrounding the Taj Mahal are known as "Charbagh" or
"Paradise Gardens". They represent the traditional Persian style of symmetry and
order.

10. UNESCO World Heritage Site

In 1983, the Taj Mahal was designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. It is
recognized for its outstanding universal value and cultural significance.

11. Optical Illusions

The Taj Mahal was designed with optical illusions in mind. The size of the finial on
top of the main dome appears larger when viewed from a distance, creating a
sense of balance.

12. Calligraphy Masterpiece

The walls of the Taj Mahal are adorned with intricate calligraphy. Verses from the
Quran are beautifully inscribed in black marble on the façade, representing the
artistic mastery of Mughal craftsmen.

13. Inspiration for Other Monuments

The architectural beauty of the Taj Mahal has inspired the construction of
numerous other structures worldwide. Buildings like the Bibi Ka Maqbara in
Aurangabad, India, and the Taj Mahal Bangladesh have imitated its design.

14. Changing Colors of Gems



The gems inlaid in the marble of the Taj Mahal have a fascinating property – they
change color depending on the light conditions. They are said to reflect the
emotions of the viewer.

15. A Love Story

Mumtaz Mahal, the wife of Emperor Shah Jahan, was his favorite and closest
companion. She bore him 14 children before tragically passing away during
childbirth. The Taj Mahal stands as a testament to their love story.

16. A Master Architect

The chief architect responsible for the design of the Taj Mahal was Ustad Ahmad
Lahauri. His vision and expertise in Mughal architecture brought this magnificent
monument to life.

17. Costly Construction

The construction cost of the Taj Mahal in today's value is estimated to be around
1 billion USD. This extravagant expenditure showcases the emperor's affection
for his wife.

18. Changing Reflections

The Yamuna River flows behind the Taj Mahal, providing a beautiful reflection of
the monument. The changing water levels often create different reflections,
enhancing the allure of the Taj Mahal.

19. Imposing Entrance Gate

The Taj Mahal is accessed through a grand entrance gate known as Darwaza-i-
Rauza. The complex carvings and impressive archway add to the resplendence
of the monument.



20. Protected by the Indian Government

The government of India takes immense pride in preserving the Taj Mahal. Strict
regulations have been put in place to protect the monument from pollution and
damage.
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The Taj Mahal: 71 Fascinating Facts For KidsThe Taj Mahal is one of the most
famous buildings in the world. It was built 400 years ago by the ruler of the Mogul
Empire as a tomb for his beloved wife who died in childbirth. No expense was
spared in the building of the Taj Mahal - It was built from gleaming white marble
which was transported from 200 miles (320 km) away, and thousands of precious
stones where used to decorate the tomb.Steven Halfpenny gives you a
comprehensive list of important facts about the Taj Mahal in 71 easy to
understand sections.Chapters:The Mogul Empire | Love & Marriage | Tragedy |
Planning the tomb | The Buildings | Decoration | The Garden | Decay &
Restoration | The Taj Mahal Today | Assorted Taj Mahal FactsWe hope that that
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you will be fascinated by our facts about the Taj Mahal and that you will be
motivated to learn even more about this wonderful monument to love.
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